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Holiday Services 

This year during Advent & Christmas we prepare for Jesus 

coming by singing an ancient Christmas song called The 

Quempas Celebration.  It was written in the 14th cen-

tury:  “evidently arising in Bohemia. It is actually three differ-

ent hymns that are sung together almost accidentally. The ac-

tion in it is portrayed by groups of singers who parade around 

the church while singing. This carol has the strong feeling of a great deal of activity, 

portraying all the coming and going that attended our Lord’s birth.” (Dr. Glenn 

Nielson)  Our Lutheran Worship Hymnal suggests four groups of children in the 

four corners of the church taking turns singing which symbolizes all four corners 

of the earth coming to Jesus.  LW 54 The first verse:   He whom shepherds 

once came praising.  Awed by heav’nly light ablazing, Cheered by angel 

news amazing:  “King of glory, Christ is born!” 

Advent & Christmas Services 2018 

December 5 Wednesday Worship “Shepherds and Angels Come” – 7 PM 

December 12 Wednesday Worship “Wise Men Come” – 7 PM 

December 12  Hanging of the Greens – 8 PM 

December 16  A Shepherd’s Christmas – Sunday School/WNAC Youth Wor-

ship – 10:30 AM 

December 19 Wednesday Worship  “I wish Christmas is ... But!” – 7 PM 

December 23 Sunday Worship - Christmas Hymn Sing – 8 & 10:30 AM 

December 24 Family Worship - Children's Book Given - 5 PM 

December 24 Christmas Candlelight Worship with Communion - 11 PM 

December 25 Christmas Day Worship with Communion - 9 AM 

December 30 New Years Eve Worship with Communion - 10:30 AM 

Mission News       12 



Cookie Walk: December 1st, 8:30 am – 11:30 am.  

Christmas Service practices: Sundays, December 
2nd & 9th, from 11:30-1:00 with light lunch. Decem-
ber 16th at 9:15 am.   

Hanging of the Greens: Wednesday, December 
12th, following 7:00 pm Advent Worship service. 

Youth Christmas Service: Sunday December 16th, 
at 10:30 am worship service. 

Christmas Caroling at the Nursing Homes, 
Wednesday, December 19th, at 5:30 pm. 

H.U.G.S. Tree: December 1st—25th, Hats, Under-
wear, Gloves and Socks/Scarves, will be collected and 
distributed to children in need. 

Calvary Youth Coming Events: 
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 The Calvary Lutheran Women’s League (CLWL) 
will hold the 27th Annual Cookie Walk on Saturday, 
December 1, 2018. Cookie Walk workers and cookie 
makers are needed.  Please bring cookies to parish 
hall on Friday, November 30th between 1 - 7 p.m. 
and Cookie Walk is Saturday, December 1st from 
8:30 am - 11:30 am or until all cookies are sold. 

 

 

 A special thank you to Sheryl Sleeper and Ramona 
Mehrer as co-chairs of this year’s Cookie Walk.  
Along with Julie Kilstrom helping.  

 Also, a great big thank you to all who have signed 
up to work and donate cookies, candy, breads, and 
anything else festive. 

 This event couldn’t be happening unless we had all 
of you helping.   

  

CLWL Cookie Walk Coming December 1, 2018 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 at 10:30 am 

PRACTICE: Sunday, Dec. 2 and Sunday Dec. 9 

TIME:  11:30 am to 1:00 pm with a light lunch 

DRESS REHEARSAL:  Sunday, Dec. 16 at 9:15 am 

Come celebrate the birth of Jesus with our youth at 
the Children’s Christmas Service.  “The Shepherd’s 
Christmas Story” will be presented at the 10:30 am 
service on Sunday, December 16th. 

It is important that your child(ren) attend the prac-
tices listed above to learn the songs and actions.  
They are excited to have everyone come and cele-
brate our Lord’s birthday together!  

Youth & Children’s Christmas Service Practices 
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I have been reading the book of Ezekiel in preparation 

for Advent and Christmas and it struck me if every-

one was reading this book together, we would call a 

five alarm fire and the whole church would rush in to 

put the fire out.  Read these provocative words, “On 

that day I swore to them that I would bring them out 

of the land of Egypt into a land that I had searched 

out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the 

most glorious of all lands.  And I said to them, ‘Cast 

away the detestable things your eyes feast on, every 

one of you…’” (Ezekiel 20:6-7)  God is very angry at 

his people in this reading.  He has saved his people, 

given them promised land, but they are worried 

about feasting their eyes on detestable things. 

Ezekiel’s words are still true, the church is pretending 

we have a one alarm fire, 25% are engaged, but we 

need 100%.   

Advent means, “Coming” and the season is meant to 

prepare us for Jesus’ second coming or “Advent” 

when he will usher in the New Heavens and the New 

Earth.  Jesus himself says, “Watch and Pray” so that 

we do not fall asleep.(Matthew 26:41) 

Rev. Hans Fiene (LCMS), the founder of Lutheran Sat-

ire writes, ““The greatest threat facing the church in 

America is not liberalism or Islamic terrorism or Hol-

lywood or public schools or yada yada yada. It's the 

utter indifference and apathy of Christians who con-

sistently prioritize money, sports, family, etc… over 

hearing the word and belonging to their fellow Chris-

tians.  The Gospel will remain on earth until Jesus re-

turns but it might not remain in your neighborhood, 

folds.  Get back to God’s house. Wait too long and it 

might not be there.” 

The fire is burning to get all of God’s people dis-

tracted from seeing Jesus!  Oh, how easy it is to feast 

our eyes on everything but Jesus at Christmas.  We 

feast our eyes on gifts, movies, pleasures, sports, 

while Jesus takes second or third fiddle.  Now 

granted, God’s people in Ezekiel had succumb to not 

worshipping and not observing the Sabbath, they sac-

rificed their infants to false gods, but has our society 

not gone this way with abortion, the indifference to-

wards worship?  As you all know I’m not against fam-

ily, money, gifts, sports, or movies, but we dare not 

make them our idols (i.e. that which we spend our 

time and money getting.) 

I am proud of Calvary, praying and wanting to take 

the lead in this 5 alarm fire.  Inviting Pheasant Acres 

and the Resident Treatment Facility to eat with us on 

Thanksgiving.  We had 15 guests!  I am proud of Cal-

vary for wanting to call an Associate Pastor to help 

lead the charge to keep us all awake for Jesus com-

ing.  I am proud that so many at Calvary are awake 

and are actively taking hold of Jesus death and resur-

rection for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

With God’s help, let’s pray that God’s Word is con-

tinued to be shared so that a very dangerous situation 

in our country does not get worse.  And that the re-

sult of Ezekiel’s prophesy does not happen here 

also.   

Enjoy Advent and Christmas in the love of Jesus.   

In Jesus name,  Pastor James Travis 

Pastor’s Message:  Jesus’ Advent is Coming and Is the Church Asleep?  Too Nice? 



Calvary’s Social Ministries Committee will be promot-
ing a “Reverse Advent Basket” campaign from De-
cember 2 - 24.   

Baskets are in the Friendship Room please take a bas-
ket and add an item every day during Advent.  Return 
the basket and items to Calvary on or before Decem-
ber 24th.   

All articles will be donated to the Sioux City 
“Warming Shelter” and/or “Soup Kitchen”.  A list of 
recommended items will be included with the basket.   

Have fun with this family project counting up to 
Christmas practicing the real meaning of Christmas by 

remembering the gift of Jesus coming to us so that we 
can give to others.  

Reverse Advent Basket 
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 Thanks to all of the Thrivent members who have 
designated Calvary as the recipient of their Choice 
Dollars.  Calvary has benefited in many ways due to 
this program.  If you have not designated your dollars, 
please do so before the end of the year.  This cost 
members nothing but helps finance many items and 
programs for the church and its members. 

 One of the most recent uses of Thrivent funds 
was a $1,000 donation to purchase ”Red Letter Chal-
lenge” books for members who are unable to cover 
the cost of one.  Also, recently the board approved 

the purchase of eight folding chairs for a Sunday 
School classroom.   

Thrivent Members - Choice Dollars  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Included in this newsletter is the Advent Devo-
tional booklet “God with Us”, by David Boyd.  Cal-
vary’s gift to you and your family. 

 This booklet’s daily devotions for Advent will fo-
cus on the ways in which God is with us through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Each week will focus on 
a different word picture of the coming Christ found in 
the poetic and prophetic words of Isaiah.  Devotions 
will reveal how Christ continues to serve our Potter, 
our Shepherd, our Living Branch and our Guide 
through his presence with us even now.   

Daily Advent Devotions Booklet 
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At the November 4th Voter’s Assembly it was voted 

upon to call a Candidate from the Seminary’s to come 

serve as a Pastor at Calvary. 

The Call process for a Seminarian is a little differ-

ent.  Here is an outline of the steps: 

Rev.  Glenn Nielson writes about the process:  “I will 

contact you identifying three or four student candi-

dates from our seminary that I think may be a good fit 

for your congregation.  I will email the profiles of 

these students to you.  You may have questions for 

me, such as why I recommended these candidates.  I 

welcome any questions you may have.   

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. Candidates may be interviewed in person on the 

Seminary campus, by telephone, or via Skype.  Please 

note that psychological testing as a part of the candi-

date analysis is not permitted. Also, in accordance 

with guidelines of the Council of Presidents, no audio 

or video taping of interviews is allowed. 

 4. If you desire a face to face interview, we will ar-

range for a date for you and several (three to five) 

leaders or staff members of your congregation to 

come to Concordia Seminary to interview these des-

ignated candidates.  These interviews will take place 

in January and February (no later than February 28), 

during the week (no weekend interviews), and we try 

to avoid late evening interviews.  My executive assis-

tant, Cathy Whitcomb, will work with you to sched-

ule the times and days for the interviews.  All ar-

rangements for travel, shuttle service, and lodging are 

your responsibility.  

 5. Following the interviews, please contact me either 

by phone or email to provide me with your impres-

sions of the candidates and your intentions for future 

action.  

 6. Your interview/call committee then presents its 

recommendation to the congregational voters’ assem-

bly for formal action.  You can submit the following 

types of calls for a seminary candidate: a) exclusive 

request (this means that your congregation desires 

only one specific candidate and none other), b) pre-

ferred request (you identify your first preference, 

second preference, etc., of the candidates you inter-

viewed), c) open request (you have no preference 

regarding the candidates interviewed and will accept 

any candidate assigned, who may or may not have 

been interviewed).   Please know that it is okay if 

your congregation decides not to request any of 

those you interviewed and does not submit a 

call.  Please also recognize that submitting an exclu-

sive request significantly increases the risk that you 

will not be assigned a candidate, so it is wisest to sub-

mit either a preferred request or an open request. 

 7. The call is processed through the office of your 

District President, from which you are to secure the 

proper paperwork.  You must submit the call to the 

District President’s office no later than March 1. 

Please pray throughout this process that God would 

bring the right person to Calvary to serve us and also 

that we might help this newly ordained pastor to 

grow in their ability to serve God!  If you would like 

to serve on the committee contact Rick Book. 

 

Calling an Associate/Assistant Pastor from the Seminary 



Poinsettias are available at a cost of $6.00 each.  
There are envelopes in the pews for you to fill out 
with how many plants you want and to whom you 
are honoring or remembering with your gift.  Please 
put completed envelope with the money for your 
plant either in the offering plate or on the secretary’s 
desk in the church office.  Help make the church fes-
tive and beautiful to celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Thank you.   
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Blessing Box: There are many families in Sioux City who are in need of food all through the year, and as 
the holidays approach, there will be even more who will need help. We appreciate all that you do to provide 
for these families throughout the year and ask that you bring donations of non-perishable boxed and canned 
goods to church and place them in the box in the Friendship Room. (Be sure to check the expiration date on 
your items. We cannot use food that has “expired.”) Thank you for all that you do to help us meet the needs 
of our neighbors. 

Serve at the Soup Kitchen: Youth and Adults are welcome to serve at the Sioux City Soup Kitchen. Call 
the Soup Kitchen at 712-258-0027 to check on time and date that they need your help.   

CLWL Circles projects: Talk to Calvary’s Circle members about giving to the Crittenton Center, Ronald 
McDonald House, Lutheran World Relief, and other mission projects they support. Circle Chairpersons: 
Carol Casotti and Dee Clausen. 

Missionaries: Donate to support the mission work of Persephone James and Iantha Scheiwe. 

Poinsettias: Honor and/or remember your loved ones by purchasing a poinsettia plant for our sanctuary. 
There is a dramatic price reduction this year due to a different vendor. Poinsettia plants are only $6 each. 
Use the envelopes in the church pews now through December 9. You may pick up your plant anytime after 
worship on Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25. 

Many Ways to Give this Holiday Season: 

 On Wednesday, December 12th, we will deco-
rate our church for the holidays following the 7 Wor-
ship service. 

 Please make plans to stay after worship as we set 
up the Christmas tree, hang wreaths and prepare our 
church to celebrate the Christmas holidays.  

 Remember: “many hands make the work go 
faster!” 

Christmas Poinsettias 

Hanging of the Greens 

Decorate the H.U.G.S. Tree 

Decorate our tree in the Friendship 
Room with lots of H.U.G.S. (Hats, Un-
derwear, Gloves/mittens, Socks/
Scarves) through the month of Decem-
ber. 

 Your gifts will be distributed to children in need 
in our community. Many children go to school with-
out proper outside wear. Help them be warm this 
winter by donating to our H.U.G.S. tree. 
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Elders: James Anderson, Denny Barto, Brad Cale, Dave Clausen, Brian Hickman, Kent Kilstrom, Jim Torger-
son, James Williams 
  
Ushers:  Sunday, 8 am: Curt, Clayton, James Coughlin, Randy Mevius, Chris Mansfield 

  Sunday, 10:30 am: Julie Cook, Caroline Rentel, Kevin Schindler, Keith Schindler  

 

Chancel Guild: 
Sunday, Dec. 2, 8 am: Sharon Junck, Lorraine Anderson 
Sunday, Dec. 9, 10:30 am: Sharilyn Steck, Rhonda Hageman 
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7 pm: Terri Guy 
Sunday, Dec. 16,  8 am: Joan Mansfield, Teri Mevius 
Sunday, Dec. 23, 10:30 am: Diana Lahrs, Julie Clayton 
Monday, Dec. 24, 11 pm: Annelie Schoop, Nancy Harrison 
Monday, Dec. 25, 9 am: Julie Barto, Sandy Ohl 
 

Greeters: Sunday, 8 am:  
 Sunday: 10:30 am Sharilyn Steck 

 

Acolyte Schedule:  

Sunday, Dec. 2, 8 am: Acolyte: Matthew H; 10:30 am: Acolyte: .  

Wednesday, Dec. 5, 7 pm: Acolytes: Parker F, Addyson ; Projector:  Alyssa V. 

Sunday, Dec. 9, 8 am: Acolytes: Briar L, Becca L; 10:30 am: Acolyte: Usher.  

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7 pm: Acolytes: Rylee F, Madelyn C Projector: Natalee .  

Sunday, Dec. 16, 8 am: Acolyte: Usher; 10:30 am: Acolyte: Usher.  

Wednesday, Dec. 19, 7 pm: Acolytes: Bria , Cholee M, Projector: Caden W. 

Sunday, Dec. 23, 8 am: Acolyte: Carly R; 10:30 am:  Acolyte: Usher. 

Monday, Dec. 24, 5 pm: Acolytes: Joshua M, Hannah M; Torchbearers: Carter C, Madelyn C Bookbearer: 
Natalee J Crossbearer: Addison W; Banner: Kenzie W. 

Monday, Dec. 24, 11 pm: Acolyte: Micah T. Torchbearer: Matthew H; Bookbearer: Jaida S 

Tuesday, Dec. 25, 9 am: Acolyte: Micah T.  

Sunday, Dec. 30, 9 am: Acolyte: Volunteers. 

 

Note: Check to make sure these times and dates work!  Notify the Church office of changes–239-1575.  It is the re-
sponsibility of the acolyte to switch if you cannot be at the designated service. 

 

Worship Assistants for December 2018 



 
 
 
 
 
 

(If your birthday is missing or not correct, please 
call the Church Office at 712-239-1575 and give 
us the correct information. Thanks and have a 
great birthday!) 
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Ushers: Men & Women are needed to 
assist at the Worship services by hand-
ing out bulletins, answering questions, 
assisting worshipers looking for a place 
to sit, taking up the offerings, and being 
a welcoming presence for Calvary. See 
the Sign-Up sheets in the Friendship 
Room or call the church office 239-
1575 and volunteer. 

Greeters for the Sunday worship ser-
vices at 8am contact: Vandy Junck, 712-
239-2293; for 10:30 am contact Mary 
Ann Burg, 712-239-2848, to sign up for 
one month at a time. Thanks for tak-
ing the time to serve!  

We are looking for a few good Men (& Women!)  
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“As to the seasons, it remains the season in which we 
are Christ’s ‘witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the end of the earth.’ … The next time 
you receive Holy Communion, you will be standing in a 
holy place with ‘the assembly of the first-born who are 
enrolled in heaven... and Jesus, the mediator of a new 
covenant’ (Hebrews 12:23-24). He is the Eternal Lord, 
who is rightly glorified ‘at every season and every hour, 

in Heaven and on earth.’”  

James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James – A Life 

Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

From Lutherans for Life 

 Commemorate a special occasion or remember a 
loved one by providing altar flowers for the worship 
services through November of 2018, during Decem-
ber we decorate with Poinsettias.   Sign your name to 
the poster in the Friendship Room or call the church 
office at 712-239-1575 for 2019, and we will order a 
bouquet from A Step in Thyme Flower Shop for a 
cost of $45.40.  Thank you for adding to our services 
with flowers. 

Altar Flowers 

Income Received for October, 2018 
 Envelopes ............................................................ $ 24,456.00 
 Plate .............................................................................. 568.62 
 YTD Envelope & Plate Total: ......... $205,473.90  
 Other: 
 Sunday School Missions ............................................. 38.25 
 Building Fund ........................................................... 1,785.00 
 IDW Gathering ............................................................ 75.00 
 Main Street Living ...................................................... 100.00 
 Outreach ..................................................................... 100.00 
 WNAC Pizza .............................................................. 188.00 
 Pastor’s Special Fund  ................................................. 20.00 
 Parish Hall use .............................................................. 50.00 
 Red Letter Challenge ................................................ 342.00 
 Youth ............................................................................ 209.00 
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 3.31 
 Thrivent Choice Deposit ........................................... 80.00 

 Total .................................................. $ 28,015.18  

Deposits: 
 Week 1 ................................................................. $ 4,703.50  
 Week 2 ..................................................................... 8,103.01 
 Week 3 ..................................................................... 4,811.25 
 Week 4 ..................................................................... 5,393.58 
 Week 5 ..................................................................... 4,920.53 
 Thrivent Choice ........................................................... 80.00 
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 3.31 

 Total  ................................................. $ 28,015.18  
 
2018 Year-to-Date Total: .............. $ 233,489.08 

Finance Secretary’s Report 

October, 2018—    

Checking Account  Balance, 10/01/18    $75,683.50    

      
Plus Income $ 28,011.87 
Less Expense (22,242.78) 
Plus Interest  3.31 
Plus transf. from LCEF           0.00   

 $5,772.40 

Checking Account  Balance, 10/31/18 $81,455.90    
 
LCEF Steward Account Balance  10/01/18 $229.49    
Plus Transfers In     $0.00 
Less Transfers Out 0.00 
Plus Interest                  0.21 
 0. 

LCEF Steward Account Balance 10/31/18 $229.70    

Dedicated Funds 

Social Ministries $        .00 
Building Fund 11,013.80 
Designated Memorials  213.74 
Undesignated Memorials 590.67 
Dedicated Accounts 29,700.15 
Outside Purposes (81.82) 
National Youth Gathering 899.00 
World Missions (47.06) 
Total All Obligated Funds $42,288.48 
Un-obligated Funds 39,397.12 
 
Total Checking & Savings Funds $81,685.60   

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense 

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays.  All 

information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 10 am on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is pub-

lished monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108.  Contact us: Phone 712-239-1575; ; email — Pastor Travis: 

Rev.Travis@hotmail.com   Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 



To all the churches and individuals who have gener-
ously donated for the hurricane relief effort! 

At this time, we as a district have sent over $8,000 
to Trinity Lutheran Church in Panama City, FL.  
Trinity is conducting a huge outreach to their com-
munity and beyond.   

Some of the things that have been shared (remember 
that Hurricane Michael hit over a month ago)  In one 
day Trinity distributed items to 868 individuals.  To 
date, 15,049 people have received help from Trinity 
Church.  A few schools are starting classes again on 
a limited basis.  Both hospitals are still able to only 
offer emergency care.  Many gas stations are not in 
operation.  Debris on the curbs are 10 feet high.  
Many homes and business still do not have power.  

If you wish to donate make checks payable to IDW- 
NC/FL relief and send to:  Iowa District West, 409 
Kenyon Rd Suite B, Fort Dodge, IA  50501.   

THANK YOU from Ellie Menz 
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Calvary’s Members at Home 

Entered Church Triumphant:  

 Walter J. Schindler died on November 5, 2018 fu-
neral November 10, 2018 here at Calvary, entombment 
at Graceland Park, Sioux City. 

 Jeanette L. Hardersen died on November 10, 2018 
funeral November 16, 2018 here at Calvary. entomb-
ment at Memorial Park, Sioux City. 

 Leon “Lee” Umland died on No-
vember 16, 2018 memorial service 
December 1, 2018 here at Calvary. 

Baptism: 

 Charliee Raymond Gacke son of 
Jeffrey & Janine Gacke on November 
18, 2018.  Sponsors were: Josh & 
Ashley Feste and Grant & Megan 
Garbe. 

Our Church Family  

Please pray for these members: 

• Trisha Hansen Goethring 

• Nick Hickman 

• Joe Mansfield 

• Jack Fergen 

• Brandon Sole 

• Taylor Jones 

• Riley McFarland 

• Cole Barbee 

• Timothy Mingo, Jr.  

 

      The Book Club is taking a 
short break for the holidays. 
Join us at our next meeting on 
Thursday, January 17, at 11:30 
am for a sack lunch and discus-
sion of our book, Cottage by the 
Sea by Debbie Macomber 
leader will be Susan Sembach 
at noon. 

 Best wishes to all for a Blessed Christmas!  

Our Members in the Military 

Book Club 

(If your family has someone 

in the Military, call us and we 

will add their names to the 

list - 712-239-1575.) 



Calvary Lutheran Church 

4400 Central St. 

Sioux City, IA  51108 

Bringing Faith, Hope, & Strength to All Christ’s People 

 This year I will be traveling away from my 
family and home community for the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  I will be attending the Ambassador’s 
conference for the Global Pedagogy Network called 
GPENreformation.  This year’s meeting is in Arusha, 
Tanzania.  GPENreformation is a collegial network of 
Protestant schools worldwide who are intentionally 
advocating for Christian education across a variety of 
context and situations.  In addition, the network 
seeks to support schools in considering what it 
means to be a Christian school today.  The current 
focus on the network is related to the gift of peace 
that became incarnate in Jesus Christ, the peace he 
promises us, and the way our receiving of that gift 
forms our actions of reconciliation through our daily 
vocation.  I appreciate the opportunity this network 
provides me to become informed about methods and 
activities that Christian schools and school systems 
are using around the world to share the Gospel.   
 At the end of August I joined the annual staff 
meeting of Concordia Welfare and Education 
Foundation (CWEF).  CWEF supports training and 
partnership with village communities in China and 
Cambodia.  Many of you will remember that this is 
the organization I served as Director prior to joining 
the Mission of Christ Network team in 2015.  They 
invited me to facilitate discussion around the idea of 
how God sustains us in our service/work. 
 

Iantha Scheiwe Mission News 

 While teaching is not my primary role, I do 
love any opportunity to serve as a facilitator or 
teacher.  During the past three years the bulk of 
my teaching time has been with children ages 7-10.  
God decided it was time to challenge me with a 
different age group.  This year I have three weekly 
groups. Two of the groups are composed of 
students who are not Christian.  The third group is 
the ongoing Today’s Light Bible study that I have 
facilitated now for 3 1/2 years.  I teach an English 
class for Mandarin speakers and also teach an 
English reading group for Mandarin speakers. 
 It is such a wonderful gift that even as we 
prepare for Jesus’ coming during Advent, starting 
shortly after Thanksgiving.  Our family would like 
to share our deepest “thank you” to each of you.  
Through your love, prayers, encouragement, and 
generosity, our family has been blessed to serve 
God’s mission in Asia since 2004.  This is really an 
amazing thing!  
 She also included this message for Lee and 
Sharon Umland.  For comfort for the family of our 
long-time partner in mission, Lee.  We met him 
when we first arrived in mainland China in 2006.  
He and his wife, Sharon, have been a blessing for us 
as we have served in God’s mission since that time.  
We thank God for the gift of faith that Lee was 
bold to share with others.   


