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 Join us for The Parables of Lent, a special series of services for the sea-
son of Lent. Each service in this series focuses on a biblical parable that 
connects to Lenten themes. The Ash Wednesday service in the series is 
based on the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector. In this parable, 
the tax collector who repents goes home justified, while the proud Pharisee 
does not. The parable reminds us that we, too, who repent are justified 
through Christ. The service includes an Imposition of Ashes, readings from 
Scripture, a children’s sermon/skits, a sermon and thematic hymns that 
help us to remember that we receive justification only in Christ. 

 Also, we have included a Lent Devotional Booklet for you and your 
family: The Parables of Lent by Dean Nadasdy. We encourage you to set 
aside time each day to read and ponder these devotions as we move 
through the Lenten season from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday. 

Lent 2015—Ash Wednesday, February 18 

Soup Supper 

5 pm for WNAC 

5:45– 6:30 pm for congregation 
and community 

 

Worship 

7 pm for all people 

Soup Supper served to you 

by Calvary’s 5th & 6th grade  

confirmation class. 

Farewell Coffee, Sunday, 
Feb. 22, 9:15 am 

 Join us as we say goodbye 
and Godspeed to Rev. Steve 
Benson who has accepted the 
Call from Luther Park in Des 
Moines. 

We thank Rev. 
Benson for all his 
ministry and care 
for us at Calvary 
and for Sioux City. 
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 In all of New Orleans, minus the 
French Quarter, families do neighbor-
hood parties to celebrate the ending of 
Epiphany and the beginning of Lent. 
Elaborate picnics are provided, small pa-
rades and lots of fun are included in the 
celebration. 

 In the summer of 2016 Calvary youth 
will travel to New Orleans for a huge 
celebration, the gathering of 25,000 
youth and adults from around the world to praise God 
and experience a large group of God’s people. 

     Calvary is beginning the celebra-
tion this year with our own rendition 
of Mardi Gras—Sioux City style.  All 
families are invited to celebrate with 
us during the Education Hour from 
9:15 –10:15 in the Sunday school 
area downstairs.   

      We will crown a king and queen 
of our celebration and enjoy silly 
games PLUS find out what Mardi 

Gras has to do with Christianity. 

Join Us! Sunday, February 15, 9:15 am, Sunday School Area 

 Because we realize that we cannot know the 
needs and concerns of every person in our church 
family and beyond, we have created “The Caring 

Chair”.   

 An afghan will be placed on the chair in the 
Friendship Room that can be given to someone fac-
ing a personal challenge. The recipient does not need 
to be identified, and anyone is welcome to take an 
afghan to share. Our hope is that the gift will give 
the person encouragement and show them God’s 
love through the warmth and prayers that surround 
them.  

     If you are interested in 
supporting this project by 
making an afghan or if you 
have an afghan or extra yarn 
you would like to donate, 
please leave the items in the 
church office.   

The “Caring Chair” is Here! 

Sunday, February 1 
We hope your mouth is watering because on February 1 we will be in the kitchen 
putting together YOUR sandwich.  We hope you enjoy your brown bag meal as 

you watch the Big Game.  Sincerely, Calvary Youth 

Pick Up Your Sandwich Orders from the Parish Hall Kitchen on Sunday, 
February 1 following the  Worship services. Thank you for supporting our youth! 

Voters’ Meeting, Feb. 8 

 All adult members of Calvary are encouraged to 
attend the next Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, February 
8, 2015 at 9:15 am. 

 A number of important issues will be on the 
Agenda. We look forward to hearing your input! 

Mission Central Trip  

 On Wednesday, Feb. 11, the WNAC classes will 
travel to Mission Central in Mapleton Iowa to tour 
their new building and all the new artifacts that have 
been added to the collection. 

 We plan to leave Calvary’s Parking Lot at 5:30 
pm.  We are taking large vans and one driver is still 
needed. Please call Cindy Storm at 712-239-1575 to 
reserve your spot 
and/or offer to 
drive. (Snow date 
will be April 8) 
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Valentine’s Day — Pastor Travis 
Valentines Day Celebrates a Christian 

Man: 

St. Valentine! 

 Yet, Valentine’s day did not start out 
so Christian. In fact, if you go back to 
50-150 AD shepherds celebrated Febru-
ary 14 a little bit different. Meet the 
French Quarter of New Orleans Mardi 
Gras and Iowa State Veisha on Steroids: 
"Lupercalia, of which many write that it 
was anciently celebrated by shepherds, 
and has also some connection with the 
Arcadian Lycaea. At this time many of 
the noble youths and sons of the magis-
trates run up and down through the city 
naked, for sport and laughter striking 
those they meet with shaggy thongs. 
And many women of rank also pur-
posely get in their way, and like children 
at school present their hands to be 
struck, believing that the pregnant will 
thus be helped in delivery, and the bar-
ren to pregnancy.  (From Plutarch • Life 
of Caesar 46 - 127AD) 

 You can see why the church decided 
to replace Lupercalia with a celebration 
of St. Valentine. The legend goes some-
thing like this: "St. Valentine was a 
bishop of Rome who was martyred on 
February 14, 270 AD. The Roman em-
peror Claudius II made getting married 
illegal. He blamed families and love for 

many men not desiring to join his army. Bishop Valen-
tine believed in love! He married people anyway, even 
though it was illegal. Claudius II ordered Valentine 
beheaded for breaking the law."  Tradition suggests 
Valentine fell in love with the jailer’s daughter and on 
his way to his execution gave her the first heart shaped 
Valentine’s card.  "In 496 A.D. Pope Gelasius renamed 
Lupercalia to St. Valentines Day." Http://
www.smatteringsbooks.com/valantine.html 

 The Bible commends love between a husband and 
a wife in the book of Song of Solomon. However, 
marriage is more than Romance, love is also practical, 
selfless and on going. Rev. Cwirla, Pastor of Holy 

Trinity in Hacienda Heights, CA writes: 

 "Romance is a religion, holding out the prospects 
of perfection for a price.  It's a grand illusion that there 
is a special someone out there made just for you, a 
soul mate, your match made in heaven. When you re-
alize that the person you are married to isn't that one, 
the absence of romance leads directly out of what 
might otherwise have been a perfectly serviceable 
marriage. One of the things I hear all the time from 
couples in trouble is, "We need to rekindle the ro-
mance in our marriage." Hearing that, I know they are 
headed for disaster. Romance is the last thing they 
need. The pursuit of romance leads either to affairs or 
divorce court. What the unhappy couple needs is a 
dose of maturity and the happy realiza-
tion that life moves grandly on to better 
things after senior prom and the wed-
ding day. Enduring marital love consists 
in giving not getting, in faithfulness not 
fireworks. The romantic mystery ends 
the morning he or she crawled out of 
your bed, which is precisely where all 
"romance novels" come to their end. 

 What can we learn from St, Valen-
tine? Marriage is good. Romance is 
about giving, not getting. The best Ro-
mantic:  Jesus. He loved us so much that 
he died for us! Love and Marriage are  
good! Don't look for love. Give true 
love toJesus!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

(For further reading http://
higherthings.org/myht/articles/
current_events/stvalentine) 



The Calvary Call Page 4 

Making Plans for Bag-a-Lunch 2015 

 Summer will be here before we 
realize it and it will be time to serve 
our neighborhood children with deli-
cious lunches and fun activities. We 
are looking for people willing to help 
organize, plan and serve.  

 Please come to a meeting on Thursday, February 
5, at 2 pm when we will begin planning for 2015. All 
ideas and people are welcome. 

 Thank you for your willingness to come and help 
with this great outreach to all God’s children. 

Get Ready! Rummage Sale, 2015 

April 17th and 18th are the dates 
for this year’s sale.  You may 
bring your gently used items any 
time the church is open and place 
them in the room located on the 
lower level at the end of the Blue 
Room hall.  Contact Carol Banta at 712-490-4087 if 
you have questions or if you need assistance getting 
your items to church.  

Save the Date!! 

 Camp Okoboji will be 75 years 
old this year. The Walther League 
was instrumental in buying the 
camp, so… 

 A WALTHER LEAGUE REUNION will be held 
on Saturday, June 6, 2015 at Camp Okoboji, where 
it all began. More details will be shared in the coming 
months.  Plan now to attend. 

 Your ideas are welcome—contact Janet Askew, 
Adair (641-740-0200) or Lois Hanusa, Council Bluffs 
(712-325-4378). 

Attention all Scrabble Players! 

 Come join in the fun!  All skill 
levels are welcome!   

 We meet on the second Thurs-
day of each month at 6:30 in the 
Calvary Parish Hall for an hour of 
fun with words. Come on out on February 12 and 
challenge your word knowledge! 

 Please note: We'll continue to meet through 
March 12. However, if there is no new response, we 
will no longer have Scrabble nights at Calvary. Please 
help us keep at it.  Members, non-members, friends, 
neighbors...please help spread the word!!! 

Card Ministry 

 Calvary’s card ministry began 
in 2010, by  Calvary’s Care Team, 
to connect in care and in joy with 
fellow members. Its vision came 
from the legacy of Dixie Hegarty 
who sent out birthday cards to all Calvary members. 
Calvary’s CLWL also made cards available in the 
past. The goal to have a card ministry person for each 
“zone” was reached in 2013. 

 Calvary is blessed to have caring card ministry 
people, who are passionate about showing care and 
concern.  After a recent card ministry team meeting, 
we decided to use our card ministry as a way to send 
thoughts and prayers to our fellow members as well 
as connected family members. Each card ministry 
person is willing to share their compassion, time, and 
resources, in order to uplift others. Calvary’s card 
ministry is not limited to just birthday cards. Card 
ministry people can and do choose to send cards of 
encouragement and other reasons.  

 Allow grace to reign.  If you know someone who 
would be uplifted with a card, call Diane Krause at 
712.389.5226, or the church office. 

Finances & the Bible: Raising Children with Good $$ Skills: 
 Join our Adult WNAC Class for the final class in a 
biblical approach to our finances: “Financial Peace 
University – Raising Children with Good Biblical 

Money Skills Leader: Julie VanderPlas”  

 We invite everyone to come and learn along with 
us. Join us in the Conference Room on Wednesday, 
Feb. 4, at 6 pm. (Come to the Parish Hall at 5:15 for 
pizza and/or opening at 5:30 pm). 
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Wednesday has become the new Sunday—from the DCE, Cindy Storm 

 ...for some of our Calvary families. That is, 

Wednesday evening is a time for education and wor-
ship for these families. We have something for the en-
tire family: Bible time for kindergarten through fourth 
grade, Bible 101 for 5th & 6th graders, Catechism for 
7th & 8th graders, Bible study for the high school stu-
dent and Bible studies for parents and adults. This is 
followed by a worship service for everyone. 

 We are reaching students we have not been able to 
reach in the past because there was not an educational 
program that encompassed all age levels on Wednes-
day evenings. Calvary is extremely blessed to have 
willing volunteers to mentor and to teach the Truths of 
Jesus to these students. These students are a blessing 
to our congregation at Calvary as they search and 
strengthen their understanding of God.  Their personal 
relationship with Jesus is growing. They grow in their 
desire to serve their Lord. 

 Each Wednesday we start with a meal, music, and 
Bible reading – done together as a family – before we 
divide up and go to our respective learning areas. After 
studying God’s Word, most of the WNAC students 
join with other family members to end the day in wor-
ship. What a peace-filled way to end a day, with fam-
ily and with God. 

It is good to praise the LORD 

   And make music to your name, O Most High, 

To proclaim you love in the morning and your faithful-

ness at night. Psalm 92:1-2 

Into your hands I commit my spirit; 

   Redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.  Psalm 31:5 

…when I awake, Your presence will give me joy.  

Psalm 17:5 (from Compline: Prayer at the Close of the Day. Pp. 
253-256 LSB) 

Come to the 5th Annual Circuit Bible Institute 
 The Storm Lake Circuit Churches invite you to come 
to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 406 Monona St., Galva 
Iowa on Sunday, February 8, from 2-5:30 pm for an ex-
citing and informative discussion of a number of inter-
esting topics: 

 Toss the Wench! “in the early 1980’s, as a college 
student at UNI, I walk into an LC-MS pastor’s office and 
share with him that my Roman Catholic girlfriend and I 
have recently become engaged. He says, ‘Roman Catho-
lic? Break up with her!” Cool. God loves all people and 
calls you to do the same, ESPECIALLY all your brothers 
and sisters in Christ. In this breakaway, a Lutheran looks 
at Christians in our LC-MS & other Christian denomina-
tions with the purpose of intentionally loving them as we 
delight in the full counsel of God.” Rev. Paul Egger, 
Galva. 

 The Rule of Faith: “Why do we need creeds? Are we 
bound by what they say? What standard regulates our 
creeds? What is the Athanasian Creed and why do we 
need something like this? In this breakaway, learn about 
our creeds and their place in the faith.” Rev. John 
Schmidt, Hanover. 

 Races of Races in Holy Scriptures and World His-

tory: “This breakaway explores and answers a number of 
questions, including: From whence comes the human 

race? How many races exist today? What is racism?” 
Rev. Theodore Letzring, EM 

 Joining Jesus on His Mission: “Have you ever 
thought about joining Jesus o His mission? Have you 
ever wondered how His mission could be a part of your 
everyday life? His mission is not so much about what 
YOU do but more about recognizing where Jesus is AL-
READY at work in those around you, those people in 
your neighborhoods, workplaces and schools. Joining 
Him in His mission is about seeing what is ALREADY 
being done. This breakaway asks, ‘What opportunities is 
He placing in your path today?” Rev. Bruce Lesemann. 

Schedule: 

• 1:30-2 pm Registration 
• 2-2:15 pm Opening Devotion 
• 2:30-3:45 pm First Topic 
• 3:45-4 pm Coffee Break 
• 4-5:15 pm Second Topic 
• 5:15-5:30 pm Closing Devotion 
• 5:30 pm Soup & Sandwich Supper 
  (free will offering) 

 Email sjohnlutheran@yahoo.com to register. Include 
your name and your choice of two of the topics you are 
interested in.  



Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays.  All infor-
mation for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 8 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is published 
monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108.   

Contact us: Phone 712-239-1575; FAX 712-239-8727; email — Pastor Travis: Rev.Travis@hotmail.com  DCE Storm: CalvaryDCE@aol.com;                                    

Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 

December 2014 —    

Checking Account  Balance, 12/01/2014       $   40,611.49 

Plus Income $ 50,728.81 
Less Expense —  25,835.11 
Plus Interest  1.60          
Plus transf. from LCEF           0.00   
 24,895.30 
       
Checking Account  Balance, 12/31/2014       $   65,506.79 
 
LCEF Steward Account Balance  12/01/2014  $   223.81 

Plus Transfers In     $0.00 
Less Transfers Out 0.00 
Plus Interest                 0.08 
 0.06 

LCEF Steward Account Balance 12/31/2014 $   223.89 

Dedicated Funds 
Social Ministries $        — 17.81 
Building Fund   12,744.86 
Designated Memorials  19,634.86 
Undesignated Memorials   1,588.34 
Special Accounts 32,461.55 
Outside Purposes         —10.13 
National Youth Gathering     1,827.15 
World Missions         — 147.06 
Capital Improvement  1,746.60 

Total All Obligated Funds $  69,828.36 
Un-obligated Funds — 4,097.68 
 
Total Checking & Savings Funds $  65,730.68 

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense 

Income Received for December, 2014 

 Envelopes ....................................................... $ 33,738.56 
 Plate ........................................................................ 710.75 

 YTD Envelope & Plate Total: .................... $ 251,033.51               

 Other: 
 Sunday School Missions .......................................... 69.00 
 Building Fund ..................................................... 1,161.00 
 Advent, Christmas, New Year’s Eve ................... 6,867.00 
 Thanksgiving .............................................................. 6.00 
 Poinsettias .............................................................. 219.00 
 Parish Hall Use ....................................................... 150.00 
 Birthday Scholarship funds .................................... 543.00 
 Called Staff Christmas offering .............................. 291.00 
 Undesignated Memorials............................................ 5.00 
 Youth Christmas service offerings ......................... 521.50 
 Designated Memorials ........................................... 400.00 
 Election Custodian ................................................... 65.00 
 Picnic Proceeds ...................................................... 120.00 
 World Missions ........................................................ 10.00 
 LYF Missions ......................................................... 125.00 
 Chad Johnson Benefit proceeds .......................... 5,195.00 
 Care Team Project .................................................. 250.00 
 Her Health Center Benefit proceeds ....................... 165.00 
 Thrivent Choice Deposit .......................................... 67.00 

 Total ............................................................... $ 50,678.81          

Deposits: 

 12/06/2014 Thrivent .............................................. $ 67.00    
 12/07/2014 .......................................................... 6,935.00 
 12/14/2014 .......................................................... 9,282.25 
 12/17/2014 .......................................................... 7,971.35 
 12/21/2014 .......................................................... 3,412.00 
 12/25/2014 .......................................................... 3,767.00 
 12/28/2014 .......................................................... 6,170.00 
 12/31/2014 ........................................................ 13,074.21 

 Total for Month .............................................. $ 50,678.81      

2014 Year-to-Date Total: ................................ $ 318,547.77 

Finance Secretary’s Report 
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“What we see as a burden, God sees as an opportu-
nity for service. To shortchange a life that we deter-
mine as a burden is to shortchange opportunities for 
the love of God to be manifest in others.” Evan S. 

McClanahan, pastor of First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Houston, Texas – A “Life Quote” from Lu-
therans For Life ·  www.lutheransforlife.org 

From Lutherans for Life: 
Altar Flowers 

 Commemorate a special occasion or remember a loved 
one by providing Altar Flowers for the worship services in 
2015. Sign your name to the poster in the 
Friendship Room or call the church office 
at 712-239-1575, and we will order a 
bouquet from Terry Lee’s Flower shop 
for a cost of $37.45.  

 If you prefer to provide your own 
flowers, please let the office know at least 
one week before your date. We can ac-
commodate up to 2 bouquets each week. Thank you for add-
ing to our services with flowers. 
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At Holy Spirit: 

 Eva Hansen 
At Bickford Cottage: 

 Walter Forke 
 Clarence “Pete”  
 Petersen 
At Countryside: 

 Glenda Hansen 
At Northern Hills: 

 Orville DeJong 
 Donald Grieve 
 Vertis Paulsen 
At North Park: 

 Neola Carlson 

At Regency Square: 

 Jeanne Paulsen 
At Westwood: 

 Barbara Kamradt 
At Home: 

 Tom Rentel 
 Edith Domnisse 
 Evelyn Miens 
 Robert Lacy 

Calvary’s Members at Home 

Book Club News 
 "Vivid and mesmeriz-
ing, The Aviator's Wife 
takes us behind the scenes 
and into the heart of the 
woman who loved and 
married Charles Lind-
bergh. That was her des-
tiny—a life that took her soaring into the skies 
and then plunged her to earth, a story of both tri-
umph and pain that will take your breath away." 

 Book club will meet Thursday, February 19 
to discuss the fascinating life of Anne Lindbergh 
as revealed in The Aviator’s Wife.  Discussion 
begins at noon with a bring-your-own lunch and 
friendship beginning at 11:30 am.  

We always welcome new 
members or one-time mem-
bers.  If this story appeals 
to you, read it and come 
share your thoughts with 
the group. 

Our Members in the Military  
Trisha Hansen (Home) 

Daniel Musselman (Middle East) 

Aaron Jessen (Alaska) 

Nick Hickman (Training) 

Meet our New Missionary: 
Persephone James 

 Persephone James serves the 
Lord through the LCMS as a career 
missionary. Persephone is a volun-
teer coordinator for South China 
and is based in Hong Kong. In this 
role, Persephone is responsible for 
the support of long‐ and short‐term 
volunteer missionaries and short‐
term mission teams in Hong Kong, 
Macau and South China. She also 
works to build relationships with local schools and min-
istry sites.  

 Before becoming a career missionary, Persephone 
served through the LCMS as a GEO (globally engaged 
in outreach) missionary with Concordia Welfare and  
Education Foundation (CWEF), a Hong Kong based non
-profit organization, as its director of advancement and 
service learning. Persephone was born in Long Beach, 
Calif., and raised in Sterling, Colo. She has been a mem-
ber of Trinity Lutheran Church in Sterling, Colo., since 
her confirmation.  

 Prior to serving in Hong Kong, Persephone served 
in the military and worked at a business process out-
sourcing company for 15 years. She also spent three 
years living and working in Manila and Cebu in the 
Philippines. In her free time, Persephone enjoys reading. 

  Please pray for Persephone as she serves the Lord 
in Hong Kong. Pray that the short-term missionaries 
who serve in South China and those who participate on 
service teams be strengthened in their faith and have a 
renewed desire to serve others. Pray that the Lord would 
grant Persephone wisdom, discernment and patience as 
she manages many tasks. Finally, give thanks that she 
has answered God’s call to serve in Asia!  
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Like us on Face book - 
http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 

Let us do your cooking on Ash Wednesday, you bring your family and friends. 

We will serve soup to our confirmands at 5:00-5:30 and to the congregation from 5:45—6:30 pm on Wednes-
day, February 18.  We do this as a service to our congregation. There is a FREE WILL offering that supports 
our youth in a variety of ways.  

See you all February 18! 


