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Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

Honoring the Beauty and Gift of LIFE,  January 19, 2020 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is a chance for church congregations to validate 
their commitment to LIFE and share its importance in all stages.  A recent national 
survey from Care-Net showed that four in ten women were attending church at 
least once a month at the time of their first abortion.  This alarming fact makes us 
desire to reach out with God’s grace to the abortion-vulnerable in the church.  Her 
Health Women’s Center provides practical ways to be involved in Siouxland, sav-
ing lives and changing futures through the pregnancy care ministry.  Calvary will 
have a life service sharing our value for life and forgiveness for all of our people on 
January 19th.   

 

The Calvary Call is Being Distributed in New Ways in 2020: 
The Council decided as trends continue to change to do the Calvary Call in a new 
format in 2020.  We will mail it out three times per year: Lent, Summer, and Advent 
so that devotions can be delivered to the whole congregation and then for the rest 
of the year the monthly Calvary Call may be picked up at church; electronically by 
e-mail (Sign-up at the Newsletter tab www.calvaryleeds.com), by our App (My 
Church App and select Calvary Lutheran Sioux City).  If you would still like to re-
ceive the Calvary Call in the mail please call – 712-239-1575 and leave a message 
with Teri Mevius, Calvary’s Secretary.  Keep in mind it is inexpensive to bulk mail 
the newsletters, about $400 per year to send 430 newsletters 12 times per year, 
but the labor of making them is tremendous.   Thank-you to all the many volun-
teers that write, assemble, fold, and mail the newsletter.  We are trying to be better 
stewards of the gifts and time that you so generously give to God, but we under-
stand that for some mailing is still the best option.  Others do all their news via the 
internet!  Please call quickly if you still want the newsletter in print. 

  



January 5, 2020 Sunday School resumes for 
2020 year. 

 

January 8, 2020 WNAC resumes for 2020 year. 

 

Youth Lockin-February 7/8 from 6PM-6AM Camp 
Okoboji will be here to lead us through the story 
of the prophet Ezekiel. 

 

The Rummage Sale: Please bring your gently 
used items to Calvary to be sold by the youth. 
They may be brought to the basement storage 
room off of the Blue Room. See Pastor Travis, 
Pastor Freudenburg or secretary Teri Mevius in 
the church office if you need help getting to the 
storage room. 

Calvary Youth Coming Events: 
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Many Ways to Give Year Round: 

Blessing Box: There are many families in Sioux City who are in need of food all through the year, and as 
the holidays approach, there will be even more who will need help. We appreciate all that you do to pro-
vide for these families throughout the year and ask that you bring donations of non-perishable boxed and 
canned goods to church and place them in the box in the Friendship Room. (Be sure to check the expira-
tion date on your items. We cannot use food that has “expired.”)  Thank you for all that you do to help us 
meet the needs of our neighbors. 

Serve at the Soup Kitchen: Youth and Adults are welcome to serve at the Sioux City Soup Kitchen. 
Call the Soup Kitchen at 712-258-0027 to check on a time and date that they need your help.   

CLWL Circles projects: Talk to Calvary’s Circle members about giving to the Crittenton Center, 
Ronald McDonald House, Lutheran World Relief, and other mission projects they support. Circle Chair-
persons: Carol Casotti and Dee Clausen. 

Missionaries: Donate to support the mission work of The Sharpe Family and Iantha Scheiwe. 

Third Sunday Donut Stop  

Stop in the Friendship Room following the 10:30 am worship service on 

Sunday, January 19 for coffee, donuts and fellowship. 

Sign up for the new way to receive the Calvary Call. Go to www.calvaryleeds.com, by our 

app (My church App and select Calvary Lutheran Sioux City). If you would still like to receive 

the Calvary Call in the mail, please call 712-239-1575 and leave a message. 
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 Balancing Our Time in 2020 

I like to plan ahead for the New Year!  To set vacation 
dates, to plan on seeing my family in Michigan, to 
plan when Vacation Bible School will happen, and 
even plan on doing better at exercising and taking 
time out for prayer to God.  In my mind the New Year 
is a new slate:  A new chance to balance work and 
rest, family and work, school and sports, and most 
importantly to balance time for God.  God never in-
tended my family or yours to be overscheduled and 
miss out on work or rest.  God wants us to be fathers 
and mothers, aunts and uncles, citizens and team 
members, and ultimately neighbors which requires 
time and effort. 

A wise person once told me:  1. Take your vacation 
time, you and the family need it!  2.  Get your children 
involved in only one sport or extracurricular activity at 
a time.  3.  Only schedule one evening extra away 
from your family per week at church, one evening at 
school, and one in the community and leave the other 
4 evenings at home with the family.  Obviously, the 
Bible does not insist on this, but I have found this wise 
mentor’s advice does really help balance work and 
rest (John 15:1-10).  Weeks where every evening is 
away from home do not feel right.  Those are the 
weeks when taking an entire day with the family be-
comes necessary. 

Three Priorities for Calvary in 2020 
Prayer:  First, Calvary will be blessed in 2020 if it 
continues to prioritize prayer.  We must move from 
irregular to regular prayer.  In other words our good 
works as a church need to start by talking to God and 
asking him for help (i.e. worship, helping the needy, a 
youth lock-in, family devotions, etc.).  A Church with-
out prayer is a church without God.  Seek first the 
kingdom of God and all these things will be added 
unto you.  Without prayer and Jesus we become the 
same as any secular organization, sports center, or 
youth club.  Plus, the secular organizations do a bet-
ter job when it comes to sports and card playing.  The 
church is the best place to find Jesus! (Worship & 
Prayer) 

Connections:  Church by definition is the assembling 
of people, people who work together with Jesus as 

the head.  Twenty-first century Christians tend to be 
most comfortable when they don’t talk with strangers, 
when they make connections in writing, through e-
mail, through texting and even through posters.  Yet, 
God designed us to be social creatures.  Admit it – it 
feels good when someone cares enough to invite you 
by name to a party!  Consider what Jesus said to Zac-
chaeus, “I am coming to your house today.” (Luke 
19:1-10) As a pastor I wish I could come to every one 
of Calvary’s houses in 2020, but realistically I will only 
get to 12 new houses (plus our 30 shut-ins), the eld-
ers hopefully will go to 12 more, Sunday School 
teachers with 12 more. Maybe you can help 
me?  Would you be willing to host a family for dinner 
in 2020 to help welcome them as part of Christ’s 
church?  Please contact me!  I would really love to 
help connect all of us better together as Christ’s 
church! 

Make Disciples:  Making a disciple does not happen 
by magic.  Jesus asked 12 guys to follow him and 
then he invested 3 years of time with them.  I have 
spent about one year time with 4 people at Calvary in 
2019 and now 3 of those 5 are going to be inviting 
others to learn under them in what is called a Disci-
pleship Huddle or a Bible Study.  The others are using 
their skills among the youth and on their boards.  Al-
though knowledge is helpful in growing in Jesus, actu-
ally learning the behavior of a disciple is also help-
ful.  This is why every parent is invaluable in passing 
on how to live out their faith to their children.  If you 
are a parent, eat with your children and talk about 
your faith over the meal time! 

I pray that all of you have a wonderful New Year in 
Christ!  I pray this article challenged you.  But most 
importantly enjoy Jesus in 2020 as Christian Keimann 
tells us in his New Year’s hymn: “Jesus, guard and 
guide thy members, fill them with thy boundless 
grace, Hear their prayers in ev’ry place.  Fan to flame 
faith’s glowing embers; Grant all Christians far and 
near, Holy peace, a glad new year!  Joy, O joy, be-
yond all gladness, Christ has done away with sad-
ness!  Hence, all sorrow and repining, for the sun of 
Grace is shining!” (LSB 897 Stanza 4) 

In Christ, 

Pastor James Travis 

Pastor’s Message:   

Sign up for the new way to receive the Calvary Call. Go to www.calvaryleeds.com, by our app 

(My church App and select Calvary Lutheran Sioux City). If you would still like to receive the 

Calvary Call in the mail, please call 712-239-1575 and leave a message. 



Save the date. Sunday January 5, 2020 4:00pm 

Hope Lutheran, South Sioux City, NE 

Join Mira Cieslak for a Hymn sing featuring the fol-
lowing songs: 

ADVENT HYMNS 

The Advent of Our King 

Lift up Your Heads 

Prepare the Royal Highway 

Hark the Glad Sound 

CHRISTMAS HYMNS 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Silent Night 

What Child is This? 

Away in a Manger 

EPIPHANY HYMNS 

As with Gladness 

Songs of Thankfulness 

I Want to Walk 

The People That in Darkness Sat  

 

Miroslawa Cieslak is from Upper Silesia in Poland. She 
holds multiple Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in 
Music from the Music Academy in Katowice(PL), con-
servatorium van Amsterdam (NL) and Hochschule fur 
Musik in Weimar (DE). She performed in Most Euro-
pean countries, USA and Canada. In 2015 she re-
corded the CD “Ein Auzammentraffen der Tradi-
tionen” with keyboard music of a Polishmanuscript 
from the 18th century along with pieces by G. Ph. 
Telemann and C.Ph. E. Bach. She has published arti-
cles exemplifying musicological topics and the popu-
larization of music. In April 2016 she won a Golden 
Award at the 8th International Music Competition 
Svirel in Nova Gorica (SI). She currently serves as the 
Music Director of the Lutheran Church in Querfurt 
(DE) and the Diocesan cantor of Merseburg (DE). She  
is currently working on her PhD thesis about Roman-
tic Organ Music in Eastern Germany. 

Hymn Sing 
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Thanks to all of the Thrivent members who have des-
ignated Calvary as the recipient of their Choice Dol-
lars.  Calvary has benefited in many ways due to this 
program.  If you have not designated your dollars, 
please do so before the end of the year.  This costs 
members nothing but helps finance many items and 
programs for the church and its members. 

One of the uses of Thrivent funds was to buy three 
new tables for the Parish Hall. Thank you. 

 The Travis and Freudenburg families want to express 
our gratitude for all the wonderful cards, gifts and 
greetings this Christmas. 

 Thank you, Pastor Travis & Pastor Freudenburg 

Thrivent Members - Choice Dollars  

Sign up for the new way to receive the Calvary Call. Go to www.calvaryleeds.com, by our app 

(My church App and select Calvary Lutheran Sioux City). If you would still like to receive the 

Calvary Call in the mail, please call 712-239-1575 and leave a message. 
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In last month’s Calvary Call article, I challenged 
everyone to use the Advent season as a time of 
preparation by praying one penitential Psalm or 
passage per day. Then, during the 12 Days of 
Christmas from December 25th to January 6th, I 
suggested that everyone read through the Gos-
pel of Luke, two chapters a day. How did you do 
during Advent? How are you doing now as we 
finish up the Christmas season? I must admit that 
on more than a few days I failed to do my Advent 
reading and prayer. Perhaps you are experienc-
ing something similar, not just with reading the 
Bible on a regular basis, but in many different ar-
eas of life. We may make a commitment to 
change, but we soon find out that changing is 
harder than we anticipated.  
 
Have you made a New Year’s Resolution yet? 
Did you make just one, or have you made a 
whole host of them as I have? Whether you have 
or have not resolved to change something in this 
year, we all know just how difficult it can be to 
create real, meaningful change in our lives. The 
title of an article in Psychology Today puts it suc-
cinctly: “There's Only One Way to Change: 
Slowly, Over Time.” The article makes some ba-
sic points about change to which we should pay 
attention: internally we want to keep the status 
quo, desiring security and comfort. Any real 
change represents a danger to our sense of what 
is normal. Author Jennifer Kunst says, “People 
crave the familiar; we take refuge in what we 
know. There is a basic principle in the deep lay-
ers of the unconscious mind that sameness = 
safety and change = danger. This is why it is so 
hard to break a habit, even if we know it is not 
good for us.” 
 
I know that as 2020 begins, I have a few resolu-
tions: eat healthier, read more, exercise more fre-

quently, so on and so forth. The best way to 
achieve these resolutions is not to do them all at 
once – to begin on January 1st with a six-mile jog 
followed by a spinach salad and a good book. I 
could keep that up for a week but would quickly 
stop. It is too much change, much too quickly, 
and I will soon return to the old way of doing 
things. Instead, the best way forward is to make 
slow changes – a one-mile walk, a few more 
servings of vegetables a week instead of dessert, 
etc.  
 
What spiritual changes do you want to make in 
2020? Perhaps you want to read your Bible more 
frequently, spend more time in prayer, or be more 
deliberate about serving your neighbor in the 
church or out in the community. Whatever 
changes you want to make in 2020, the best ad-
vice I can give you is to start slow. Perhaps you 
want to read through the Bible in a year – a great 
goal! Don’t be discouraged if you fall behind – it 
is okay if it takes you a year and half as opposed 
to finishing by December 31st, 2020. Real change 
takes time. Real change occurs slowly. Even if 
this fact is often frustrating to us, know that God 
is at work within us as Christians to form us unto 
the image of his Son, Jesus Christ. God is at 
work within – slowly molding and changing us to 
be more and more Christlike every day. The 
process is often slow, and this change often in-
volves pain and dying to ourselves, but God is at 
work within us to accomplish His purposes.  
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Freudenburg 

Pastor Freudenburg’s message: 

Sign up for the new way to receive the Calvary Call. Go to www.calvaryleeds.com, by our app 

(My church App and select Calvary Lutheran Sioux City). If you would still like to receive the 

Calvary Call in the mail, please call 712-239-1575 and leave a message. 
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Elders: James Anderson, Denny Barto, Brad Cale, Dave Clausen, Brian Hickman, Kent Kilstrom, Jim Torger-
son, James Williams 
  
Ushers:  Sunday, 8 am:      Dennis Barto, Clark Boddy, Brad Cale, Curt Clayton 

  Sunday, 10:30 am: Todd Fetterman, Brian Hickman, Caroline Rentel, Jeff Woolridge 

 

Chancel Guild: 
Sunday, Jan. 5, 8 am: Sharon Junck, Lorraine Anderson 
Wednesday, Jan 8, 7 pm; Terri Guy 
Sunday, Jan. 12,  10:30 am: Annelie Schoop, Nancy Harrison 
Sunday, Jan. 19, 8 am: Sharilyn Steck, Rhonda Hageman 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 7 pm: Joan Mansfield, Teri Mevius 
Sunday, Jan. 26, 10:30 am: Diana Lahrs, Julie Clayton 
 

Greeters: Sunday, 8 am: Volunteers  
 Sunday, 10:30 am: Volunteers 
 

Acolytes and Projectionists Schedule:  

Go to www.http://signup.com/go/FYWyAuA 

 

Note: Check to make sure these times and dates work!  Notify the Church office of changes–239-1575.  It is the re-
sponsibility of the acolyte to switch if you cannot be at the designated service. 

Worship Assistants for January 2020 

“As to the seasons, it remains the season in which we 
are Christ’s ‘witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria and to the end of the earth.’ … The next 
time you receive Holy Communion, you will be stand-
ing in a holy place with ‘the assembly of the first-born 
who are enrolled in heaven... and Jesus, the mediator 
of a new covenant’ (Hebrews 12:23-24). He is the 
Eternal Lord, who is rightly glorified ‘at every season 

and every hour, in Heaven and on earth.’”  

James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James – A Life 

Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

Sign up for the new way to receive the Calvary Call. Go to www.calvaryleeds.com or by our 

app (My church App and select Calvary Lutheran Sioux City). If you would still like to receive 

the Calvary Call in the mail, please call 712-239-1575 and leave a message. 

 Commemorate a special occasion or remem-

ber a loved one by providing altar flowers for the 

worship services through November of 2020, during 

December we decorate with Poinsettias.   Sign your 

name to the poster in the Friendship Room or call 

the church office at 712-239-1575 for 2020, and we 

will order a bouquet from A Step in Thyme Flower 

Shop for a cost of $45.40.  Thank you for adding to 

our services with flowers. 

Altar Flowers Lutherans for Life 



 Colin R 
 Jeffrey W 
 James C 
 Dawn S 
 Gwendy L 
 Alex T 
 Sandy O 
Maatthew H 
 Daniel M 
 Lawrence W 
 Cora R 
 Darin W 
 Addison Z 
 Myrna J 
 Jordan K 
Chloe F 
Todd C 
Susan S 
Regena K 

Linda T 
Juliana K 
Jennifer G 
Alexis B 
Meika K 
Kari L 
Alyk M 
Ashley K 
April S 
Sandra K 
Wilma J 
Kai R 
Shelly G 
Ashley H 
Olivia Z 
Michelle H 
Liberty S 
Terri  
MacKenzie V 
Marla J 
Mikaela C 
Isabella S 
Olivia S 
Susan F 
Becca L 
Kim K 
Lauren S 

Marsha P 
Royce Van R 
Mark R 
Chris P 
Grace L 
Samantha U 
Holly U 
Randy  O 
Maiyah H 
Wendy C 
Scott B 
Kathryn C 
Harper Z 
Christian K 
James J 
CJ G 
Richard R 
Micah T 
Nickolas M 
Mary R 
Mark M 

 (If your birthday is missing 
or not correct, please call the Church 
Office at 712-239-1575 and give us 
the correct information. Thanks and 
have a great birthday!) 
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Ushers: Men & Women are needed to 
assist at the Worship services by hand-
ing out bulletins, answering questions, 
assisting worshipers looking for a place 
to sit, taking up the offerings, and being 
a welcoming presence for Calvary. See 
the Sign-Up sheets in the Friendship 
Room or call the church office 239-

1575 and volunteer. 

Greeters for the Sunday worship ser-
vices at 8am or 10:30 sign up for one 
month at a time on the sheet in the 
friendship room. Thanks for taking 
the time to serve!  

We are looking for a few good Men (& Women!)  

Sign up for the new way to receive the Calvary Call. Go to www.calvaryleeds.com, by our app 

(My church App and select Calvary Lutheran Sioux City). If you would still like to receive the 

Calvary Call in the mail, please call 712-239-1575 and leave a message. 
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Income Received for November, 2019 $237,634.16 
 Envelopes ............................................................ $21,023.00  
 Plate ...............................................................................654.34 
 YTD Envelope & Plate Total: ........... $21,677.34 
 Other: 
 Sunday School Missions .............................................. 29.00 
 Building Fund ...............................................................180.00 
 Bible Sticks ...................................................................148.00 
 Main Street Living ........................................................ 50.00 
 Election Custodian ....................................................130.00 
 Flowers/Alter ................................................................ 45.40
 GrantPLI-IDW  ...........................................................750.00 
 Leeds Outreach ............................................................ 10.00 
 Parish Hall User .........................................................150.00
 POBLO ........................................................................... 75.00
 Small Catechism Book ................................................ 16.00 
 Special/thanksgiving ..................................................... 10.00 
  Tables-donation+WNAC Bal…………………..600.00 
 WNAC…………………………………………...50.00 
 Checking Interest…………………………………4.28 

 Total ................................................... $ 23,925.12 

Deposits: 
 Week 1 ................................................................... $8,251.04 
 Week 2 ..................................................................... 5,195.27 
 Week 3 ..................................................................... 5,819.25 
 Week 4 ..................................................................... 4,655.28 
 Week 5 ..................................................................................... 
 Thrivent Choice .....................................................................  
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 4.28 

 Total  ................................................... $23,925.12  

Finance Secretary’s Report 

November, 2019—    

Checking Account  Balance, 11/01/19  $101,754.51  

      
Plus Income $ 23,920.84. 
Less Expense (21,998.25) 
Plus Interest  4.28 
Plus transf. from LCEF 0.00           

 1,926.87 

Checking Account  Balance, 11/31/19  $103,681.38 
 
LCEF Steward Account Balance  11/01/19 $232.03 
Plus Transfers In                                $0.00 
Less Transfers Out 0.00 
Plus Interest   0.18                
 0.18 

LCEF Steward Account Balance 11/31/19 $232.21 

Dedicated Funds 

Social Ministries $        .00 
Building Fund 10,233.09 
Designated Memorials  213.74 
Undesignated Memorials 1,115.00 
Dedicated Accounts 27,651.90 
Outside Purposes 376.81 
National Youth Gathering 0.00 
World Missions 0.00 
Capital Improvement 0.00 
Total All Obligated Funds/Un-obligated Funds   $39,590.54  
  
 
Total Checking & Savings Funds  $103,913.59 

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense 

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays.  All 

information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 10 am on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is pub-

lished monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108.  Contact us: Phone 712-239-1575; ; email — Pastor Travis: 

Rev.Travis@hotmail.com   Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 

Sign up for the new way to receive the Calvary Call. Go to www.calvaryleeds.com, by our app 

(My church App and select Calvary Lutheran Sioux City). If you would still like to receive the 

Calvary Call in the mail, please call 712-239-1575 and leave a message. 



 Recent shipments of rice/soy meals by Orphan 
Grain Train totaled 272,160 Mana Pack to Zambia in 
October, 35,560 to Haiti, 86,596 to the Philippines 
and 7,128 to Kentucky. 

 The next event will take place on January 25th, 
2020 @ Faith Lutheran Church. 

 Mercy Meals of Siouxland relies on the generos-
ity of donors to purchase material and supplies to 
provide fortified rice/soy meals and the Gospel to 
hungry and starving children in the U.S. and world-
wide. 

 Thank you to all of our volunteer, supporters, 
prayer partners, and donors.  Without you it would 
not be possible to feed the hungry and starving chil-
dren of the world with food and the Gospel. 

Mercy Meals of Siouxland 
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At Bickford Cottage: 
 Regena K 
At Brookdale: 
 Roger & Judy R 
At Casa de Paz: 
 Robert L 
At Orchard Garden, Valley NE: 
 Eva K 
 

At Westwood: 
 Barbara K 
 Dan W 
 
At Heritage Northern Hills: 
 Izzy M 
 
At Sunrise : 
 Lottie J 

At Pioneer Village: 
 Francis F 
At home :  
 Ron J 
 Bonnie A 
 Darius S 
 Beth B 
 Sue W 

Calvary’s Members at Home 

Do you want to learn more about the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod? So you want to be-
come a member of Calvary Lutheran Church? 
Do you want to refresh your Confirmation les-
sons from long ago? The class meets Sunday 
morning at 9:15 am and Thursday at 6:30 pm. 

Each class is about 1 hour 
long and meets for 10 ses-
sions. If interested contact 
Pastor Travis @239-1575. 

LCMS 101 

Please pray for these mem-
bers: 

• Trisha Hansen Goethring 

• Nick Hickman 

• Joe Mansfield 

• Jack Fergen 

• Brandon Soule 

• Taylor Jones 

• Riley McFarland 

• Cole Barbee 

• Timothy Mingo, Jr.  

    

 The Book Club is taking 
a short break for the holidays. 
Join us at our next meeting on 
Thursday, January 16, at 11:30 
am for a sack lunch and discus-
sion of our book, “Educated” 
by Tara Westover leader will 
be Gloria Merry at noon. 

  

Our Members in the Military 

Book Club 

(If your family has someone 

in the Military, call us and we 

will add their names to the 

list - 712-239-1575.) 

Sign up for the new way to receive the Calvary Call. Go to www.calvaryleeds.com, by our app 
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