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2017 Lenten Devotion booklet: 

     Included with this issue of the March Calvary Call is the 2017 Lenten Devotion 
book. Scripture readings, historical sketches and brief devotions present events in 
the life of Martin Luther and the Reformation—words and events that direct our 
attention to the hard-working Word of God.  

MARCH 

Mid-Week Lenten Series Prepares for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation: 

 Ash Wednesday this year is March 1st and Easter is April 18. This year’s Lenten 
series takes themes from 500 years ago and that are still very relevant today.   

 We will hear nuggets of wisdom from Martin Luther himself from some of his 
Lenten services. As we stand with Luther at the foot of the cross each week, we 
contemplate the ways in which we stand firm in the faith as followers of Christ 
during this holy season.   

 Subject matter will include, “Standing in the Word, Standing in the Need of 
Prayer, Standing Unafraid, Standing in Suffering, Standing Through Persecution, 
Standing in Truth, Standing in Humility, Standing in Faith, Standing in Forgiveness, 
and Standing in Victory.” As always, these services will be devotional services de-
signed with family in mind and will be 45 minutes long (or less). The one exception 

will be Ash Wednesday which is a Full Divine 
Service where members and guests will re-
ceive the Imposition of Ashes and all con-
firmed in the Faith will receive Jesus’ Body 
and Blood.   

     A meal will be provided before the ser-
vices to better help families balance giving up 
an extra hour for God during Lent.  

     Invite your friends and neighbors to hear 
truths that brought our church into existence 
500 years ago and are still very relevant to-
day! 

 

2017 Lenten Series 



WNAC Youth Group: Youth in grades 
9-12 l meet for fellowship on Wednesday 
evenings 5:30-6:45 pm. See YOU in the 
CAVE!! 

Want to shoot some hoops? We are 
having an “Open Basketball” time on the 

second and fourth Sundays now through March 26, 
from 2—3:30 pm in the Parish Hall. All people from 
5th Grade to Adults are invited to come enjoy some 
fellowship and get a little exercise during the dreary 
days of winter.  

Interested in going on a Mission Trip? Attention! 
All those who are 9th grade through 
adults: we are trying to gauge how 
much interest there is in a group from 
Calvary Lutheran Church going on a 
mission trip.  If you are possibly inter-
ested in going, please sign up in the Friendship Room. 
More information to come at a later date.  

Mid-Week Lenten Skits: We invite our youth 
(grades 5-12) to sign up and be part of the skits that 
will be presented during the mid-week Lenten ser-
vices March 1 (Ash Wednesday) through April 5. See 
DCE Mike Kipp if you are interested. 

Youth Lock-In: March 17-18, 
2017. For all 5th through 12th 
Grade youth! Starts at 8 pm on 
Friday and ends at 7 am on Sat-
urday. Hope to see YOU 
there!!! 

Mercy Meals Packaging Event: On Saturday, 
March 25, from 10:30 to Noon, Calvary’s Youth will 

go to Faith LCMS, 3101 Hamilton 
Boulevard, Sioux City, to package Mercy 
Meals. We need 25 people, grade 5 to 
Adult, to help us package meals for 
those in need. See the sign up sheet in 
the Friendship Room. 

Easter Breakfast: The Youth are planning to serve 
breakfast on Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017, 9:15 — 
10:15 am. We hope you will be able to join us! 

Thank You! Clothing Drive: Many thanks to all 
who donated to our Clothing Drive in February. All 
the items were distributed to the following: Infant & 
Toddler items went to Early Head Start. Children & 
Teen items were given to the Crittenton Center and 
Adult items went to Women Aware.  

Calvary’s people are so generous! Thank you Again! 

Calvary Youth Coming Events: 

Page 2 Calvary Cal l   

 Join us for supper on Wednesday evenings during Lent. Serving 5:15—6:30 
pm. All meals are a free-will offering. Proceeds will be used by the hosts for 
their projects. 

Schedule: 

March 1, Ash Wednesday, hosted by the Board of Education,  

 Menu: Chicken Noodle Soup, Chili & Cinnamon Rolls. 

March 8, hosted by the 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation Class, Menu: Taco Bar 

March 15, hosted by the Board of Youth, Menu: Burgers & Brats 

March 22, hosted by Church Council, Menu: Pizza 

March 29, hosted by Ruth Circle, Menu: Taverns 

April 5, hosted by the Elders, Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs 

Come to Dinner! Mid-Week Lenten Suppers  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Lest, we be tempted in this 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation of the catholic church to value Mar-
tin Luther above Jesus let us remember Martin Lu-
ther’s own words, “Personally I have nothing good to 
say for myself; much less have I anything of which to 
boast.  Like all human beings, I have been born in sins 
and death, under the devil.  Moreover, my life is still 
such that I would like to have it better, except for the 
fact that I am no longer under the devil.  If there is 
anything good in me, it certainly is not mine but my 
dear Lord God’s and my Savior Jesus Christ’s, whose 
gifts I should not deny. (W 53, 256—E 26, 124—
SL17, 114). 

 If anything we learn from Dr. Martin Luther it is 
to turn to Jesus and the Word of God for our 
strength and life.  On the Lutheran Church he said, “I 
ask that men make no reference to my name and call 
themselves, not Lutherans but Christians.  What is 
Luther?  After all, the doctrine is not mine, nor have I 
been crucified for anyone.  St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 3 

would not allow Christians to call themselves Pauline 
or Petrine, but Christian.  How, then, should I, a poor 
evil-smelling maggot sack have men give the children 
of Christ my worthless name?  Not so, dear 
friends.  Let us cast out party names and be called 
Christians after Him whose doctrine we have.” (W 8, 
685 –E22, 55 f—SL 10, 370f) 

 Why do we call ourselves Lutheran then and in so 
doing disobey Luther?  The answer:  Other churches 
have taken the Christian name and teach false doc-
trine with that name.  Likewise the Catholic Church 
continued by not adopting all the reforms demanded 
by the scriptures.  The result we are stuck with the 
name Lutheran because at least people know what 
you get when you get Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod!  What do you get:  Christ confessing, Christ 
following Christians! 

In Christ,  Pastor James Travis 

The Name “Lutheran”— Pastor Travis 

 Join us on Wednesday evenings for worship at 7 
pm, as we prepare for Easter. Our mid-week services 
are called “Standing at the Cross” and are based on 
Luther’s Sermons for Lent in honor of the 500th An-
niversary of the Reformation. 

Ash Wednesday, March 1—”Standing in the Word” 

March 8— “Standing in the Need of Prayer” 

March 15— “Standing Unafraid” 

March 22— “Standing in Suffering” 

March 29— “Standing through Persecution” 

April 5— “Standing in Truth” 

April 12— “Standing in Humility” 

Holy Week: 

Maundy Thursday, April 13— “Standing in Faith” 

Good Friday, April 14— “Standing in Forgiveness” 

Easter Sunday, April 16— “Standing in Victory” 

 

Lent Mid-Week Worship — Standing at the Cross 

Standing 

A Series of Services for Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

on Themes from Martin Luther 

at the 

Cross 



 The child played in the driveway with the ball 
bouncing up and down.  He was by himself at the mo-
ment, with just the basketball and the sunshine guid-
ing his every step.  As I walked along I made a note 
that perhaps he would be dribbling a long time: some-
one’s SUV was parked in the driveway making it im-
possible for this young boy to ever shoot the basket-
ball.  Presently, he would be stuck dribbling the ball 
back and forth in the driveway. 

 This can be how it is when it comes to our life of 
faith.  We’re given this great gift-a gift given in bap-
tism-and sometimes after receiving that gift, it is much 
like that child in the driveway.  Our own children are 
stuck bouncing a ball up and down, not knowing what 
to do with what they have. 

 I remember being in eighth grade volleyball.  I 
had never played before but was eager to learn some-
thing new.  I would stay after practices many days to 
try to perfect my serve.  Coaches helped me to know 
where the best stance was on the floor.  The fans 
were another great asset in building the team’s confi-
dence.  We needed all of that to continue to grow. 

 So what about our young child of faith needing to 
expand beyond their baptism?  Exactly.  A child can-
not walk by a church and simply know what it 
teaches.  Likewise, they do not learn through osmo-
sis.  A child of the faith needs it to be nourished 
through prayer, praise, and reading God’s 
Word.  Fans?  Well, I wouldn’t call the church…
fans.  I would go more for partners.  People who walk 

alongside you to pray with you and encourage 
you.  Yes!  That is one of the things we are called to 
as the family of God.  It means giving a ride to some-
one when their car breaks down.  It means calling 
someone on the phone when you miss seeing them at 
church.  It means…letting them know you care.  Lov-
ing them, as Christ loved you. 

 So, how do you get past dribbling to make the 
shot?  You have to remove the SUV for the child to 
see that he has a clear shot.  (What is the SUV?  It is 
indifference, not permitting children to learn about 
Jesus in worship and attending with them, etc.)  And 
likewise, in the faith, we have to help support those in 
our family of God so that they can continue to walk 
in the faith. 

The Prevented Game 

 Every Sunday, treats are served after the 8 am 
Worship service in the Parish Hall to promote fel-
lowship. On the Third Sundays of the month, we 
want to promote fellowship after 
the 10:30 service. Stay for donuts 
and coffee every Third Sunday 
after 10:30 worship.  

 See you on March 19! 

Third Sunday Donut Stop 
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Easter Lilies 

 Plan now to order a beautiful 
Easter Lily plant for the Sanctu-
ary. This is a beautiful way to 
honor or remember our loved 
ones. Envelopes are available in 
the pews beginning Sunday Feb-
ruary 26. The cost per plant will be $12, and all or-
ders are prepaid.  
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It’s Lent, (Again) — Mike Kipp 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 As we enter the month of March, it means that it 
is daylight savings time again. On March 12th, we will 
move our clocks ahead an hour. While we lose an 
hour of sleep, it also means that we are that much 
closer to spring and the days will be longer. I know 
that many of us are probably really tired of this win-
ter, especially all those who have been sick this sea-
son with the flu and strep throat. However, as I 
thought about it more, even though we have had a 
tough winter with sicknesses, everyday that we wake 
up and have breath on this earth is a gift from God.   

 Psalm 118:24 says, "This is the day that the 
Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad 
it." Every day that we are here on earth, we have the 
opportunity to be witnesses and missionaries for 
Christ in our community and world. Even on days 
where we may not feel the best it is important to 
start our day thanking God for another day He has 
given us on this earth to make a difference in people’s 
lives and pointing them to Jesus by telling them what 
He has done for us by dying on the cross for our sins. 

 March is also the season of Lent, where we look 
at the journey Jesus went through for each of us.   
Jesus sacrificed Himself for all of us and shed His 
blood for our sins. Much of what we hear will be the 
same as we have heard before. We will repeat Lenten 
hymns we have sung countless times. We will repeat 
the Passion Story as we trace the journey of Jesus to 
the cross. It will be a repeat of the year before. It will 
be repeated in the coming year. And the reason is 
this: it is repeated to make sure it is heard. It is re-
peated to make sure it is not forgotten. That is why 
we repeat it again and again.  

 So why Lent? There is no other time of the year 
when the cost of our salvation is more evident. We 
want to hear again the price paid for our forgiveness. 
It cost Jesus his life, every step and every breath. We 
dare never forget that forgiveness is costly; it was not 
some cheap gift that was given. Yet there is some-
thing else we want to hear again and that is how great 
God’s love is for us. John 3:16-17 states, “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God 
did not send His Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but to save the world through 
Him.” God’s love is unconditional and deeply com-
mitted. We dare never forget that we are loved by 
God himself. This Lenten season is not a time for se-
lective listening. It is not a time to turn a deaf ear to 
what we have heard before. Instead it is a time to lis-
ten to what has been said before.  It has been re-
peated time and time again to make sure we heard it 
and to make sure we don’t forget it.  Jesus sacrificed 
so much for us that He is worthy of our praise.   

 The Newsboys band wrote a beautiful song enti-
tled “Your Love Never Fails.”  Here are the words to 
that song: 

Nothing can separate 
Even if I run away 
Your love never fails 
I know I still make mistakes 
You have new mercy for me everyday 

Cause Your love never fails 
You stay the same through the ages 
Your love never changes 
There may be pain in the night 
But joy comes in the morning 
And when the oceans rage 
I don't have to be afraid 
Because I know that You love me 
Your love never fails 
The wind is strong and the water's deep 
But I'm not alone here in these open seas 
Cause Your love never fails 
The chasm is far too wide 
I never thought I'd reach the other side 
But Your love never fails 

You make all things work together for my good 
You make all things work together for my good  

 As we approach this season of Lent, it is through 
God’s Word and songs like “Your Love Never Fails,” 
that remind us that even if we get bored with the 
repetition of Lent, God never gets bored with telling 
us, and most importantly showing us, just how much 
He loves us. 

In Christ, Michael Kipp, DCE 



 Do you want to learn more about the Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod? Do 
you want to become a member of Calvary Lutheran Church? Do you want to re-
fresh your Confirmation lessons from long ago? If so, join Pastor Travis on the 
second Sunday of the month: March 12, at 11:30 am. 

 Each class be about 2 hours long and meets for 4 sessions. For more informa-
tion, contact Pastor Travis. 

LCMS 101 classes 

Ushers: Men & Women are needed to as-
sist at the Worship services by handing out 
bulletins, answering questions, assisting 
worshipers looking for a place to sit, taking 
up the offerings, and being a welcoming 
presence for Calvary. See the Sign-Up 
sheets in the Friendship Room or call the 

church office 239-1575 and volunteer. 

Greeters for the Sunday worship services 
at 8am contact: Vandy Junck, 712-239-
2293; for 10:30 am contact Mary Ann Burg, 
712-239-2848, to sign up for one month at 
a time. Thanks for taking the time to 
serve!  

We are looking for a few good Men (& Women!)  

 
 
 
 

(If your birthday is missing or not correct, please 
call the Church Office at 712-239-1575 and give 
us the correct information. Thanks and have a 
great birthday!) 
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 We are no longer purchasing food from the 
Siouxland Food Bank. We are continuing distribution 
of food for our membership families. We will be giv-
ing Baskets again this Easter. 

 We are in need of any food items. Also we are 
collecting personal care items such as: toothpaste, 
tooth brushes, shampoo, soap, deodorant, toilet pa-
per and any other essentials!. We welcome any and 
all monetary donations. Items can be put onto the 
containers in the Friendship Room at church. Thank 
you and God bless.  

The Social Ministries Committee 

BENEFIT FUND RAISER:  

 Bethany Lutheran Church, 1201 Dubuque St., 
Sioux City Iowa, will host a Benefit Fundraiser for the 
Chris Weikel family on Sunday, March 5, 2017 from 
11:30-1:30. Mrs. Weikel had a double mastectomy 
and will need chemo and radiation therapy. They have 
a 7 year-old son, Jeffery. This fundraiser will be used 
to help defray their medical expenses. The meal is a 
free-will offering and includes: Taverns, salads, chips, 
dessert, and beverages. A Bake Sale will also be held 
during the meal. Donations can be sent to Bethany 
Lutheran. This is a Thrivent sponsored event. Please 
keep the Weikel family in your prayers. 

TAKE A TRIP TO GERMANY:  

 October 31, 1517 was a date that changed Chris-
tianity forever!  Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses 
on the Wittenberg church door and the Reformation 
began.  Now, you have a once in a lifetime chance to 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of that memorable 
event by being in the places that influenced this much 
needed reformation.  Join Pastor Michael & Suzy 
Awe in traveling to Germany In the Steps of Martin 
Luther tour.  The dates of this historic and memora-
ble trip is July 10-20, 2017.  We will begin in Mainz 

where Johannes Gutenberg invented the moveable-
type printing press.  We will enjoy other famous and 
important Luther sites:  Eisenach, Erfurt, Eisleben, and 
Wittenberg.  We will also visit Berlin, Leipzig, Nur-
emberg, Augsburg, and Munich.  The cost of this tour 
is $3799, departing from Omaha, and is based on 
double occupancy.  The price includes flights, bus, 
portage, most meals, all admission fees, all 
taxes.  There is a limited number that can go, so act 
quickly.  For more information and a brochure, please 
contact me preferably via either e-mail or by phone: 
Pastor Michael Awe, 3018 Julia Circle, South Sioux 
City, NE  68776, 402.368.9929 (cell), 
The1Rev@cableone.net or the1revma@gmail.com 

ANNUAL WAFFLE BRUNCH AT ST. PAUL:  

 St. Paul's Lutheran School will hold their annual 
Waffle Brunch on Sunday, March 5th from 8 a.m. 
through 1 p.m.  Waffles, sausage, juice, milk, and cof-
fee will be served.  All proceeds go to support the 
needs of St. Paul's Lutheran School.  Tickets are $8.00 
for adults, $5.00 for children 5-10 years, and $1.00 
for children 4 and under.  Tickets are available for 
purchase at the door. 

Calvary’s Food Pantry news 

From our LCMS Community: 
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Plan Ahead! 

Holy Week is April 9-15 
Sunday,  April 9—Palm Sunday, services at 8 & 10:30 am 

Wednesday,  April 12—Lent Mid-Week service at 7 pm 

Maundy Thursday,  April 13—services at Noon with Holy Communion & at 7 pm 
with Holy Communion and the Stripping of the Altar 

Good Friday, April 14—Tennebrae Service at 7 pm 

Easter Sunday,  April 16— 
 Worship services at 8 & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 

  
See the April issue of the Calvary Call for other events in April  
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