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 The Outreach Board is sponsoring a free Thanks-
giving Meal for Calvary’s members and guests.  We 
will be inviting our friends from Pheasant Acres and 
you are invited to bring friends as well!  We will be 
having roasted turkey, potatoes, corn, rolls, and the 
fixings.  To make it a fun meal we are asking that 
members bring your favorite dessert to share!   

Give thanks to God for all His many gifts. 

Thanksgiving Dinner, Sunday, November 17, 2019 at 12 Noon 

 

Hay Rack Ride—Sunday, November 3, 2019 

  
For all youth and congregation mem-
bers.  Please meet at Calvary church 
at 4:00 p.m.  Food will be served after 
the hay rack ride. 



 Sunday, November 3, 2019 Youth Hay Ride meet 
at church at 4:00 p.m.  Food will be served after hay 
ride.    

 Senior High Gathering - November 15-17, 2019 at 
the Embassy Suites in Des Moines, Iowa.,  Our theme 
this year is “Foundations Prepared” and our verse is 1 
Corinthians 3:10-11.  If you can’t join us please pray 
for the Senior High Gathering.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November 15, 2019 from 6:00 pm to 12 Midnight 
for a Junior High Youth lock-in.  This lock-in will 
cover the Lord’s Supper and serve as a make up for 
those who were unable to go to the Junior High 
Youth Gathering in Des Moines. 
 
Upcoming events in December, 2019 include: 
December 11th Hanging of 
the Greens.  
December 15th at 10:30 am 
worship service Children’s 
Christmas Program.  
December 28th Christmas 
caroling with Outreach Board 
and treats. 
 
 

Calvary Youth and WNAC Coming Events: 
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 The Children’s Christmas Service this year is 
called “A-Z Christmas ”.  It will be held on Sunday, 
December 15, 2019 at the 
10:30 am service.  The 
8:00 am service will be the 
same as usual.  Practices 
for the children will be on 
Sunday, December 1st and 
Sunday, December 8th 
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
with a light lunch, as well 
as on December 15th during the Sunday School hour 
at 9:15 am, so mark your calendar.  It is important 
that your child be there to learn the songs and ac-
tions at these times.  What a wonderful way to cele-
brate Jesus’ birthday with our children!   

 There will be NO Sunday School on Sunday, De-
cember 29th and NO WNAC classes on Wednesday, 
December 25th and January 1st.   
 
 Christmas caroling for WNAC will be on 
Wednesday, December 18th. 
 
 On Sunday, December 22nd, there will be an all-
ages Christmas event at 9:15 am (between 8 and 
10:30 worship) in place of Sunday School and Bible 
Class.  A fun event with food and fun is being planned.  
Watch for details in the coming weeks!  
 

Sunday School News 

 

Camp Okoboji News 

 Fall Women’s Retreat—”Defiant Joy!” November 
8-10, 2019.  Bible Study Leaders are Judy Gronbach 
and Angela Naeve.  Be ready to study, laugh, cry, re-
lax, eat chocolate, sit in a hot tub and more!  Cost:  
Option 1 (Friday-Saturday): $105 and Option 2 
(Friday-Sunday): $175.  To register go online 
www.campokoboji.org.   

 Volunteer at Camp— Come and volunteer at 
Camp Okoboji in completing various projects around 
Camp.  Lodging and meals will be provided at no cost 
to the volunteers.  Please call the Camp Office at 712
-337-3325 in order that we may be able to better 
serve you as you come to beautify our Camp.   
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     In the little book, “From Tablet to Table” Leonard 
Sweet says, “Sixty years ago, the average dinnertime 
was ninety minutes; today it is less than twelve min-
utes.” (9)  What do we do instead?  Americans tend 
to eat in the car or fast food if we eat together at all, 
all because there is a next event.  The result is that 
families and churches do not know each other very 
well.  Family Alive a resource promoting healthy 
meals shares some statistics: 

• According to Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine 
in 2004, children ages 11-18 who dine frequently as a 
family experience less depression and suicidal tenden-
cies, and have better grades. 

• Additionally, frequent family dinner is the single 
most important factor in the development of a child’s 
vocabulary (Harvard Research, 1996).   

• Columbia University’s 2012 study shows that 
regular family dinners increase the likelihood of excel-
lent relationships between parents and teenagers. In 
turn, these excellent relationships lead to a radical 
decrease of substance abuse in teenagers.  https://
www.familiesalive.org/dinnertable/ 
 

Though I don’t think Leonard Sweet or Families 
Alive have discovered the silver bullet for solving all 
family and church problems, they do remind us how a 
meal can be a vehicle or tool to help families care for 
one another and pass on their stories to the next 
generation.  As the Reformation teaches us, the only 
true silver bullet by God is to do the hard work of 
sharing the Good News of Jesus to a lost and broken 
world and making disciples which requires actual talk-
ing with our family and neighbors.  A meal is a good 
place to talk, forgive, and even listen to other peo-
ple’s problems and show how Jesus helps! 

 
So could meals help us do this hard work of shar-

ing the Gospel and rebuilding our families?  Jesus 
taught 5000 people, then 4000 people and fed them 
teaching the disciples that God provides.  Jesus ate 
with sinners and tax collectors to prove that he val-
ued them.  He gave the Lord’s Supper during the 
Passover meal and apparently regularly ate with his 
disciples who are called brothers. 

In the Old Testament God commanded the peo-
ple to eat the Fellowship Offerings, which are shared 
meals between God, the priests, and the congregation 
where everyone is talking!  Acts models the same Old 
Testament requirement:  “The disciples were devoted 
to the teachings of the apostles, to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread, and to prayer.”  Fellowship here 
simply refers to people talking and eating to-
gether.  Breaking of Bread refers to the Lord’s Sup-
per.  Do we talk and eat together? 

 
I challenge you to try the table as a place for fel-

lowship.  Try it once this week.  It might be hard 
since we are so used to immediately going to the next 
event.  Bring a conversation starter to begin conver-
sation.  Possibilities include, 1.  Read a devotion from 
Portals of Prayer.  2.  Ask, “What is God doing in 
your life?  3.  What are you thankful for?  4.  Check 
out:  https://www.familiesalive.org/dinnertable/ 5.  Lis-
ten to others.  6.  Eat with Church Members.   

 
May God bless our meals:  “Come Lord Jesus, be 

our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed.  Amen 
  
 
    

Is Eating Together a Silver Bullet for Improving Family Life? —  Pastor Travis 
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By Pastor Trevor Freudenburg 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 Ever since I preached on Luke 17:11-19 (the story 
of Jesus cleansing the ten lepers), I can’t stop thinking 
about it. Has that ever happened for you with a cer-
tain part of Scripture? I’ve found the more frequently 
I read and meditate upon Scripture, the more it sticks 
with me and helps me to see all of my life in the light 
of the Bible. The more we read the Word of God 
and let it dwell in us richly, the more we can see our 
lives as a small but very significant part of God’s plan 
for the entire world. As I meditated upon this pas-
sage, Jesus’ words stuck out to me, and caused me to 
consider thankfulness in a different light. Jesus says, 
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?  
Was no one found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” 
 
 This passage has caused me to look at everything 
in my life differently. I hope that as you consider it,  
Jesus’ words also change how you view things. Take a 
moment to look around you. Do you see everything 
that God has so richly blessed you with? Do you see 
the material blessings he has given you; do you see 
the relationships with which God continually blesses 
you, do you see the spiritual blessings that Jesus be-
stows upon you – the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life? Most importantly – do you see only the gifts 
themselves, or do you see past the gifts to the one 
who gave them to us?  
 
 This month we celebrate Thanksgiving. Thanksgiv-
ing is a holiday set aside for gratitude. It’s good for us 
to take time simply to be thankful. Yet think of those 
lepers – only one returns to thank and praise Jesus, 
but certainly the other nine are thankful as well! They 
must have been glad for their healing. And yet, in 
their gladness and in their thankfulness, they forgot to 
acknowledge the giver of the gifts. They weren’t try-
ing to be malicious – they were simply too busy and 
forgot. In their haste to enjoy the gift of health, in 
their hurriedness to be with family and friends, they 
simply neglected to take the time to acknowledge not 
just their health, but to thank the Giver, to give praise 
to God.  

 
 I’m worried that too often, we are in the same 
position. So often we are busy with good things - ac-
tivities, family events, time spent with friends - that 
we fail to acknowledge the one who gives us all man-
ner of good things and blessings. But God is at work 
within us, to change us and to bring us into a closer 
relationship with Him, the giver of all good things. 
This Thanksgiving, and every day of your life, take 
time to be thankful not only for everything you have, 
not only for the blessings you have, but more impor-
tantly be thankful for the one who gives all to us, Je-
sus Christ.  
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Elders: Sunday, 8:00 & 10:30 am James Anderson, Denny Barto, Brad Cale, Dave Clausen, Brian
 and Wednesday, 7:00 pm Hickman, Kent Kilstrom, Jim Torgerson, James Williams 

 

Ushers:  Sunday, 8 am:  Rick Book, Bill Book, Randy Mevius, Reggie McCloud  

  Sunday, 10:30 am:  Kevin Schindler, Keith Schindler, James and Billie Williams  

 

Chancel Guild: 
Sunday, Nov. 3, 8 am:  Joan Mansfield, Teri Mevius 
Wednesday, Nov. 6, 7 pm:  Diana Lahrs, Julie Clayton  
Sunday, Nov. 10, 10:30 am:  Julie Barto, Sandy Ohl  
Sunday, Nov. 17, 8 am:  Penny Hofer, Vicki Boddy  
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 7 pm: Terri Guy 
Sunday, Nov. 24, 10:30 am:  Ramona Mehrer, Carol Casotti  

 

Greeters: Sunday, 8 am:  Denny and Julie Barto  

 Sunday: 10:30 am:  Volunteer  
 

Acolyte Schedule:  

Note: Check to make sure these times and dates work!  Notify the Church office of changes–239-1575.  It is the re-
sponsibility of the acolyte to switch if you cannot be at the designated service. 

Worship Assistants for November 2019 



 
 
 
 
 
 

(If your birthday is missing or not correct, please 
call the Church Office at 712-239-1575 and give 
us the correct information. Thanks and have a 
great birthday!) 
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 The three September 2019 packaging events pack-
aged a total of 28,322 Mercy Meals.   

 September 17, 2019—28,512 Mercy Meals were 
shipped to Zambia from Central Nebraska branch in 
Grand Island.  The meals along with bibles, bedding, 
sleeping mats clothing, dental chairs, chairs, tables, 
hygiene items, diapers, towels, medical equipment, 
bicycles, books, tools, toys and sewing machines/
supplies for Gospelink in Zambia.   

 September 20, 2019—
272,160 Manna Pack Meals 
arrived in Zambia.  This pre-
cious food will be distributed 
by Gospelink to many in need 
of nutrition! 

Praise be to God! 

Mercy Meals Report: 

Mission Central Trip 

 It was Wednesday the 23rd of October when a large 
group of visitors came from Calvary Lutheran Church in 
Sioux City and also First Lutheran Church from Kingsley, 
Iowa came with their youth and adults for a special 
“evening tour”.  What a blessing to welcome these mis-
sionaries. 
 This group was led by Pastor James Travis and Pastor 
Jason Letsche. The group enjoyed the tour of the Creation 
Theater and the barn museum.  

 



Page 8 The Calvar y Cal l  

“All human governments, even bad ones, are actually God’s 
agents of stability and order. How wonderful when individ-
ual Christians and their congregations don't just hunker 
down and hide in their holy fortresses until judgment day. 
How wonderful when they get out into their communities 
and help, clean, repair, and build. How wonderful when 
their acts of love and mercy, given as freely as Christ’s love 
and mercy, touch and bless the lives of their neighbors, not 
just fellow church members. And how respectful when 
Christians refrain from ridiculing their elected officials, even 
when they strenuously disagree with them. To love God is 
also to love your country, you know.” Rev. Mark Jeske, 
www.timeofgrace.org – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

From Lutherans for Life 

 Commemorate a special occasion or remember a 
loved one by providing altar flowers for the worship 
services through November of 2019. Sign your name 
to the poster in the Friendship Room or call the 
church office at 712-239-1575, and we will order a 
bouquet from A Step in Thyme Flower Shop for a 
cost of $45.40.  If you prefer to provide your own 
flowers, please let the office know at least one week 
before your date. We can accommodate up to 2 bou-
quets each week. Thank you for adding to our ser-
vices with flowers. 

Altar Flowers 

Income Received for September, 2019 
 Envelopes ............................................................ $24,235.00  
 Plate ...............................................................................460.35 
 YTD Envelope & Plate Total: ......... $216,702.69  
 Other: 
 Sunday School Missions ............................................. 20.00 
 Building Fund ...............................................................275.00 
 Parish Hall Use ............................................................. 50.00 
 Adult Bible Class Fund ................................................ 90.00 
 Flowers ........................................................................... 45.40 
 Main Street Living ......................................................100.00 
 Outreach ........................................................................ 32.00 
 Pastor’s Special Fund ................................................... 50.00 
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 4.59 
 Thrivent Choice Deposit .........................................145.00 

 Total .................................................... $25,507.34  

Deposits: 
 Week 1 ................................................................... $3,804.15  
 Week 2 ..................................................................... 5,704.50 
 Week 3 ..................................................................... 6,602.60 
 Week 4 ..................................................................... 4,817.50 
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 4.59 
 Thrivent Choice .........................................................145.00 

 Total  ................................................... $25,507.34  
 
2019 Year-to-Date Total: ............... $217,514.68  

Finance Secretary’s Report 

September, 2019—    

Checking Account  Balance, 09/01/19   $112,146.92    

      
Plus Income $ 25,502.75 
Less Expense   (16,118.95) 
Plus Interest  4.59 
Plus transf. from LCEF           0.00   

  (611.61) 

Checking Account  Balance, 09/30/19 $ 111,535.31  
 
LCEF Steward Account Balance  09/01/19 $ 231.63   
Plus Transfers In     $0.00 
Less Transfers Out 0.00 
Plus Interest                  0.20 

 0.20 

LCEF Steward Account Balance 09/30/19 $  231.83  

Dedicated Funds 

Social Ministries $        .00 
Building Fund 9,663.09  
Designated Memorials  213.74 
Undesignated Memorials 1,115.00   
Dedicated Accounts 29,620.73 
Outside Purposes 84.81         
National Youth Gathering 0.00     
World Missions 0.00         
Capital Improvement 0.00  
Total All Obligated Funds $ 40,697.37  
Un-obligated Funds 71,069.77 
 
Total Checking & Savings Funds            $  111,767.14 

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense 

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays.  All 

information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 8 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is published 

monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108.  Contact us: Phone 712-239-1575; FAX 712-239-2466; email — Pastor Travis: 

Rev.Travis@hotmail.com   Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 



 Camp Okoboji will be hosting an 
evening event on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, 2019 beginning at 6 pm!  La-
dies groups are encouraged to bring 
their prettiest table setting and deco-
ration for an evening set to prepare 
us for the Advent Season.  You are 
invited to bring a group of 6-8 people to experience 
this fun evening of fellowship, worship, and a delicious 
meal.  Cost for the meal and program is only $20 per 
person.  If you or your group would like to stay at 
Camp that evening, there is an additional cost of $30 
per person.  To sign up for a table, contact Lori Gam-
ble 712-337-3325 or lori@campokoboji.org.   

Advent by Candlelight-A Thrill of Hope! 
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At Bickford Cottage: 
 Regena Klein 
 
At Brookdale: 
 Roger & Judy Rentel 
 
At Casa de Paz: 
 Robert Lacy 
 
 

At Orchard Garden, Valley NE:
 Eva Kemp 
 
At Westwood 
 Barbara Kamradt 
 Dan Winge 
 
At Heritage Northern Hills: 
 Izzy McLarty 
 

At Sunrise: 
 Lottie Johnson 
 
At Pioneer Village: 
 Francis Florke 
 
At Home: 
 Ron Junck 
 Bonnie Achord 
 Darius Smith 

Calvary’s Members at Home 

Baptism: 

 .   

Our Church Family  

Please pray for these members: 

• Trisha Hansen Goethring 

• Nick Hickman 

• Joe Mansfield 

• Jack Fergen 

• Brandon Soule 

• Taylor Jones 

• Riley McFarland 

• Cole Barbee 

• Timothy Mingo, Jr. 

(If your family has someone in the Military, call us 
and we will add their names to the list. 712-239-
1575) 

     Book Club will meet on Thursday, November 21 
at 11:30 for lunch and discus-
sion of the book In the Unlikely 
Event by Judy Blume.       

 Discussion Leader will be 
Cindy Storm.  Please join us for 
some interesting discussion.   

Our Members in the Military 

Book Club 

LCEF College Scholarships 

 $1,000 LCEF scholarships for LCMS high school 
seniors and college students are available.  Please 
apply by January 31, 2020.  For more information go 
to lcefcentral.org/scholarships.   
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Like us on Facebook - http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 

 

Come to the Calvary Lutheran Church 
Women’s League 

28th Annual Christmas 
Cookie & Candy Walk 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 

8:30 - 11:30 am 


