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Happy Anniversary Calvary! 
 

Calvary is 85 years old this year!  God has used God's people of Leeds, Sioux 
City, Hinton, and surrounding communities to do the good work of bringing the 
Good News of Jesus through worship services, communion, and baptisms through 
the conduit of believers meeting together at Calvary Lutheran Church.  Submit 
your favorite picture to Pastor Travis at rev.travis@hotmail.com or on 
www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds/ to be included in a short video collage of the 
last 85 years.  Pray that God will continue to bless His church in this time and 
place for the next 85 years so that more and more of our neighbors are also in-
cluded in the Kingdom of heaven.  Romans 10:10 says, "For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your 
faith and are saved."  May Calvary be a place where people believe in Jesus and 
profess with their mouth.   

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Mark your calendars for  Wednesday November 25 at 1 pm & 7pm with com-
munion. We are reserving the 1-1:30 pm time for those who are more susceptible 
to corona virus and will practice social distancing, required masks and extra cleaning.  
These services will continue through Christmas every Wednesday at 1—1:30pm.  
The regular church services will be at 7 PM through Advent with our normal practic-
es. 



    
Pizza & Rec Time —5:00-5:30 PM —Parish Hall & 
Class Rooms (Socially Distanced) 
High School Youth — 5:30-6:45 PM—”The Cave” 
Youth Group with Connie Persinger 
Pre-K—8th Grade —5:30-6:45 PM — Classes for all 
ages.  (Confirmation 5th-8th Grades) 
Adults —5:30-6:45 PM — The Church—”A Man 
Called Martin” 
Church—7:00 PM — All Ages — The Church 

WNAC-Wednesday Night at Calvary 
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Pastor Travis Message-Elections have Consequences 

 

Dear Calvary Lutheran Church and Neighbors,   
       The elders wanted me to give a voter guide to 
the congregation.  I explained this would be difficult 
because most voter guides are partisan and slant-
ed.  Plus, scripturally God calls us to pray for whom-
ever is in the offices above us.  What does scripture 
say about our role in government?  Jesus puts it simp-
ly:  “Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to 
God what is Gods’.”  (Matthew 22:21).  These words 
which Jesus spoke when the Pharisees tried to trap 
him on the matter of whether it is right to pay taxes 
or not still tug at us still today, especially when the 
tax is used immorally. Yet, Jesus stops us in our 
tracks and commands us to give everything to God 
who owns all things and to give back what belongs to 
Caesar.  Jesus’ point?  Pay your taxes, vote, serve in 
the military as you are required and serve God fully 
100% of the time.  Admittedly, we serve God first, 
but we dare not forget that our neighbor needs our 
service both in the government and outside of it.  
        “So, pastor stop beating around the bush?  Who 
should we vote for in the upcoming election?”  My 
answer, “Test the candidates.”  See if they will allow 
us as Christians to continue to exist in future 
years.  Likewise, see if the person you are voting for 
values the dignity of life at all ages.  A test case comes 
to mind:  In the House of Representatives right now 
there is a piece of Bi-partisan legislation stalled called 
the “Equality Act.” (H.R. 5, S. 788 The title sounds 
nice, but it’s content seeks to put an end to the voic-
es of all Bible believing churches in the United 

States.  It seeks to limit the 1st Amendment which 
involves freedom of Speech so that it would be a pun-
ishable offence to condemn sins like Abortion, Ho-
mosexuality and label such speech as hate speech and 
subject to imprisonment for preaching against such 
sins. The basics of the Equality Act sound, good, but 
some parts, that are never presented public, seek to 
end biblical churches.  For example, I agree that we 
should not throw someone out of a restaurant be-
cause they are black, lesbian, or even handi-
capped.  That part of the Act is good because all of 
our neighbors need to eat.  However, in the deep 
recesses of the Equality Act it becomes wrong to 
even call a lifestyle a sin. Churches can no longer call 
sin “sin.”  
        As you know pastors and members of the LCMS 
and other church bodies never condemn sin out of 
hate.  Instead we condemn sin out of love for those 
we address.  In fact, we don’t simply condemn abor-
tion and homosexuality, but we condemn favoritism, 
racism, classism (the favoring the rich over the poor), 
slanderous talk, overeating, laziness, and the list goes 
on and on..  We condemn these sins so that we can 
equally and strongly tell everyone Jesus died for all 
sins forgiving you and I completely.  Someone not 
condemned of their sin has no hunger for the for-
giveness Jesus gives.   
       If the Equality Act is passed (as it now stands 
without amendments), then we will no longer be able 
to condemn sins, the result being that the Gospel will 
become meaningless.   (continued on page 3)   
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 In other words, pastors will no longer legally be 
able to say, “Jesus died for all sins, but Jesus is merely 
a nice guy who was punished for being nice.”   
      Don’t worry, our church body, will preach against 
sins and share Jesus even if it becomes illegal, but it 
would be nice to keep our freedoms a little longer.   
      Second, look for candidates that value the intrin-
sic nature of all life (The unborn, the elderly, immi-
grants, the poor, and the rich, Disappointingly, nei-
ther party does this fully)  We as Lutherans recog-
nize, that God came to save all.  We are not valuable 
because of our productivity, but we are valuable be-
cause God made us valuable.  The Declaration of In-
dependence upon which the Constitution assumes 
the value of all life, “We hold these Truths to be self-
evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pur-
suit of Happiness.”  Vote for people who have an 
originalist understanding of the constitution.  In other 
words, such candidates that want to protect the life 
of all ages.  Believe it or not, such an understanding is 
not held by all Republicans and many Demo-
crats.  Such an understanding protects minorities and 
prevents tyranny of the majority.  Admittedly, I don’t 
like the beliefs of all my neighbors, but our constitu-
tion allows them to speak. Likewise, many people ab-
solutely hate our voice as the church, but even as we 
as the church, sometimes are a minority the constitu-
tion as it is presently interpreted protects us like-
wise.  Pray for and vote for leaders which will protect 
all people and allow for the open dialogue of ideas in 
the public forum.  It is healthy to have public disa-
greements, this allows for our own beliefs to be seen 
in the public forum.  Consider St. Paul had the oppor-
tunity to share his faith at the Aeropagus.  Check it 
out in Acts 17: the result of Paul’s public sharing of 
His beliefs: “When they heard about the resurrection 
of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, 
‘We want to hear you again on this subject.”  At that, 
Paul left the Council.  Some of the people became 
followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dio-
nysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman 
named Damaris, and a number of others.” (Acts 
17:33-34)  

       Many might have considered Paul’s words as 
hate speech because he believed all the Roman gods 
were fake, but because the public exchange of ideas 
was legal, the council allowed Paul to speak without 
being arrested.  That is my encouragement, to render 
unto Ceaser votes for people who will protect the 
freedom of speech.    
       Admittedly, biblically and personally I’m not big 
on supporting government officials who try to legis-
late morality, i.e. make people into Chris-
tians.  Why?  The governments job is to punish the 
wrong doer and the church’s job is to share Jesus 
with others. Plus, when you make a rule, what do 
people do?  They break the rule and do so often. You 
cannot make people into Christians.  The govern-
ment’s job is purely to keep this evil world in check 
and punish the wrong doer (Romans 13).  It is the 
churches job to convert the sinner to Jesus and bring 
grace and forgiveness.  The best our government can 
do is keep people from killing each other and provide 
a place of safety so that as Christians we can in turn 
live a life of love for our neighbor, we love our neigh-
bor because our neighbor needs loved.  The govern-
ment loves it when we do our God given vocations, 
because a society full of Christians who love their 
neighbors is a great place to live.  I’m going to pro-
mote these truths no matter who is elected but real-
ize some candidates might make it hard for the 
church to do this if they vote for the Equality 
Act.   Thankfully, Jesus is not fair and not equal, Jesus 
died and rose for all of us! 
 In Christ,   
  
Pastor Travis   

(Continued from page 2) 
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By Pastor Trevor Freudenburg 

God and Government: An Addendum 
 Since my sermon a few weeks back on God and 
government, I have had several conversations with 
members who were unsure of what I was trying to 
say. Some asked whether or not we should bring our 
faith into play when we vote or when we engage in 
the civil realm. It seemed that I was saying you should 
not consider your faith when voting. It was never my 
intention to communicate that. Reviewing the ser-
mon, I have realized that I tried to do far too many 
things in one sermon. Please accept my apologies for 
the lack of clarity. I am writing this article in the hope 
of clearing up a few things about that sermon, namely 
the separation of church and state, the idolatry of the 
government, and how we, as Christians, can discuss 
politics in the church.  
 
The Separation of Church and State  
 How should Christians think about the separation 
of church and state, particularly as we know it in this 
country? The Founders’ intent in promoting the sepa-
ration of church and state was so the government 
would not form a national church or otherwise inter-
fere in religious matters, in accordance with the Es-
tablishment Clause of the First Amendment. This 
sounds simple enough, but fast forward two hundred 
years since the founding and a different picture 
emerges. The concept of the separation of church 
and state has since been taken as advocating a strong 
division between the church and the state, to the 
point that there is no communication between the 
two and it is impermissible for Christians to bring 
their faith into the voting booth. What was a ‘wall of 
separation’ through which the church and state could 
still interact has now become a total barrier.  
 Richard John Neuhaus called this the ‘Naked Pub-
lic Square,’ a public and civil realm which was ‘naked’ 
in that religious values were not permissible. This was 
not the Founders’ intent, and, as Neuhaus noted, a 
truly value-free civil realm cannot exist – lacking reli-
gious values, other values take their place. Perhaps 
we value and love money as the highest good, so we 
prioritize growing the economy over protecting life. 
The situation has worsened over the last fifty years 
with the redefinition of faith as only a private matter, 

between you and God. As Christians, we know that 
God created and desires to save all people. We have 
an obligation to bring the truth that we know about 
how God created human beings to live and flourish 
into the public square (though it should be noted that 
Christians can legitimately disagree on a whole host 
of political issues. Some issues, such as life issues, are 
non-negotiable, whereas we can debate other issues 
with Christian freedom).  
 
What about Idolatry of the Government?  
 Here is where it gets tricky. Our hearts are idol-
factories, pumping out new gods for us to love. Lu-
ther reminds us that anything that we fear, love, and 
trust in above all things can become an idol, a substi-
tute for God. This is especially true of God’s good 
gifts, which we so easily turn into idols and replace-
ments for the true God – money, careers, food, secu-
rity, sexuality, political power – all of these can be-
come idols. Perhaps it is the decline of the Christian 
faith that has led to an increase in the idolatry of poli-
tics. Without a genuine hope for life with Christ in 
heaven, without the knowledge that Jesus is coming 
back, our politics may seem like the most important 
thing in our lives, as opposed to a secondary good. I 
believe that the idolatry of politics is rampant – how 
many times this year have you been reminded to 
vote? It is imperative that we remember that politics 
is only a secondary good, and that we keep the first 
thing the first thing – Jesus Christ.  
 
Am I Idolizing the Government?  
 This is difficult to answer because it is between 
you and God. It is a matter of your heart, and as 
Scripture reminds us “The heart is deceitful above all 
things” (Jeremiah 17:9). So, let us ask a couple of diag-
nostic questions to help us get our bearings: Is it idol-
atry to support a candidate? No. Is it idolatry to have 
a sign in your yard? No. Is it idolatry to hate your 
neighbor because their politics are different than 
yours? Yes. And this is far easier than we might think, 
especially in a polarized, angry, hate-ridden world. 
Jesus teaches that we should “So give back to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
God’s” (Matthew 22:21). (Continued on page 11) 
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Acolyte Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 1 
8 am: Acolyte: Becca      Projector: Rick  
10:30 am: Acolyte: Ella  & Madison    Projector: Zach  
 

Wednesday, November 4 
7 pm: Acolytes: Andrew  & Beckett    Projector: Porter  
Sunday, November 8 
8 am: Acolyte: Chance     Projector: Carley  
10:30 am:  Acolyte: Jonah & Noah    Projector: Billie  
Wednesday, November 11 
7 pm: Acolytes: Lainee  & Addie    Projector: Talan  
Sunday, November 15 
8 am: Acolytes: AnAleiah & Melissa    Projector: Rick  
10:30 am: Acolyte: Chloe  & Olivia    Projector: Billie  
Wednesday, November 18 
7 pm: Acolytes: Brady & Colin    Projector: Talan  
Sunday, November 22 
8 am: Acolyte: Volunteer    Projector: Volunteer 
10:30 am: Acolyte: Madison & Morgan   Projector: Volunteer 
 

Wednesday, November 25 
7 pm: Acolytes: Bria & Bryce    Projector: Zach  
 

Sunday, November 29 
8 am: Acolyte: Piper     Projector: Pastor 
10:30 am: Jonah & Noah    Projector: Pastor 
 

Wednesday, December 2 
7 pm: Brielle & Braydon    Projector: Volunteer 
 

Note: Check to make sure these times and dates work!  Notify the Church office of changes–239-1575.  It is the 
responsibility of the acolyte to switch if you cannot be at the designated service. 
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Oath noun 1 a solemn appeal to a deity, or to 
some revered person or thing, to witness one's deter-
mination to speak the truth, to keep a promise, etc.: 2 a 
statement or promise strengthened by such an appeal. 
3 the form of words in which such a statement or 
promise is made.  
       Even after more than a decade of living outside of 
the United States, I still am fascinated by those cross-
cultural moments that bring into focus certain practic-
es of my passport country that I either don’t think 
much about or I take for granted. This week I experi-
enced such a moment while reading Luke 1 verses 72-

73, “He has shown his mercy to our ancestors and re-
membered his holy promise, the oath that he swore to 
our ancestor Abraham.”  
      I’ve recently begun reading the Gospel of Luke 
with a small group of adult English language learners. 
In preparing for class, I anticipated questions about the 
history of the time when Jesus was born, the appear-
ance of angels, and how Zechariah could possibly lose 
his ability to speak for the duration of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy. Little did I anticipate that a word that 
would need conversation was the word “oath”.  
  After asking me to help them understand the word, 

I asked my students to think of American courtroom 
dramas that they’ve seen on English language televi-
sion. They have observed the oaths that witnesses take 
in those shows. I described for them the gravity of 
these oaths - that in America an oath is a serious state-
ment that is not simply an indication of intention, but 
of real commitment. The Friday Bible study I facilitate 
recently read in Ecclesiastes 5:4 “pay what you vow,” 
and Jesus quite clearly teaches us to avoid oath-taking 
altogether (Matthew 5:33-37). For a searing reminder 
of this, read Judges 11.  
  I was surprised when my students expressed that 

in their home culture they do not connect a sense of 
serious consequence to the  taking of an oath. In offer-
ing their own example, they noted that people in their 
country take an oath for membership in the leading 
governing party. But, they added, this oath doesn’t 
actually carry any meaning. What they meant was that 
many people take the oath, but that the oath could be 
ignored or rescinded without consequence at a later 
time. This led my thoughts down a rabbit hole of 
thinking through the ramifications of cross-cultural 
misunderstandings that would arise from such a signif-
icant disconnect in understanding the use and purpose 

of an oath. Even better, then, that in this passage of 
Jesus’ birth, it is God who is satisfying the oath. In 
fact, even though our American practice teaches us to 
take oaths seriously, it is only God who has the power 
and commitment to fulfill the oath he has made. Praise 
God that we can trust in His promise and live in the 
dawn of a new day, out of death’s shadow (Luke 1:78-

79).  

Quaran
ne!  
 Thank you for your prayers for my travel in Au-

gust. God granted me a beautiful series of connections 
with people who helped me meet the requirements 
needed for my return to Hong Kong. Many countries 
require negative lab tests within a strict number of 
hours of travel, followed by additional lab tests after 
arrival in the destination country. Those lab tests must 
be accompanied with certification documents that vali-
date the authority of the lab to be providing reliable 
test results. Finally, Hong Kong also requires all trav-
elers from “high risk countries” (the U.S. falls on that 
list) to have a mandatory 14-day quarantine in a hotel 
prior to interacting with any other residents in Hong 
Kong. Essentially, the traveler enters a hotel room and 
is not allowed to leave for 14 days, assuming we do 
not demonstrate symptoms of COVID-19 during that 
time. There is no cleaning service during this time. 
Joel was very kind to deliver meals that my hotel 
could drop outside the door of my room. Members of 
my Bible study group also dropped off snacks and 
plants to add color to my hotel room. I appreciated 
your emailed notes of encouragement and conference 
calls to catch up on ministry happenings during that 
time. I returned home to lots of hugs in mid September 
and am enjoying getting back to teaching. And, we are 
already beginning to prepare for missionary training 
next summer!  

Iantha Scheiwe Newsletter 



 
 
 
 
 

Nov.  4  

(If your birthday is missing or not correct, please 
call the Church Office at 712-239-1575 and give 
us the correct information. Thanks and have a 
great birthday!) 
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Mercy Meals Report: 

Mission Central Trip 

     Mark your calendars for November 11, 2020. We will travel 
by car to Mission Central to learn the latest in the Mission 
World. Caravan should leave at 5:30 PM either from your home 
or church. Arrival goal is 6:30 pm. The presentation will finish 
at 8:30 pm. Mission Central is located at 40718 Hwy E 16 
Mapleton, IA51034. We will stream the trip on FaceBook live 
www.Facebook.com/Calvaryleeds/ 

Packaging Mercy Meals Going Forward: 
     We are in close contact with Mercy Meals of Nebraska, our contracting agency, and we are implementing 
procedures that very closely follow the procedures they are implementing in Norfolk. 
We will plan to hold one event each month for the rest of 2020 unless something causes us to re-evaluate 
packaging meals.  If you want to bring a small group (4 -7 volunteers) to package in November or December, 
please let us know soon.  The events will fill quickly.  No volunteers age 18 or under will be allowed to pack-
age at this time.  Be aware that an event may be cancelled at the last minute if something unforeseen arises. 
We will want a cell phone number to contact you if the event needs to be canceled on short notice. 
9/10/2020 – 233,280 Manna Pack meals to the Philippines 
     OGT funded a shipment of 233,280 Manna Pack meals from Feed My Starving Children to New Faith 
Family Children's Home Foundation in the Philippines. The ministry will share the meals with orphanages, 
roadside feeding programs, schools and families in need. Since CV-19, aid and food has almost stopped and 
these meals are a necessity to feed the very hungry. Praise be to God! 
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     “Maybe you enjoy showing hospitality to others, 
whether at home or as part of a joint effort at 
church. Perhaps you invite people who are lonely or 
people who are hungry or homeless or far away 
from home. Perhaps you are reaching out to refu-
gees or to international students. Perhaps you take 
a casserole to a family with a new baby or buy 
toothpaste and toilet paper for the local homeless 
shelter. If so, you are showing hospitality to Jesus. 
What an honor to be able to do so!” Dr. Kari Vo, 
Lutheran Hour Ministries – A Life Quote from Lutherans 
For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

From Lutherans for Life 

 Commemorate a special occasion or remember a 
loved one by providing altar flowers for the worship 
services through November of 2019. Sign your name 
to the poster in the Friendship Room or call the 
church office at 712-239-1575, and we will order a 
bouquet from A Step in Thyme Flower Shop for a 
cost of $45.40.  If you prefer to provide your own 
flowers, please let the office know at least one week 
before your date. We can accommodate up to 2 bou-
quets each week. Thank you for adding to our ser-
vices with flowers. 

Altar Flowers 

Income Received for September, 2020 
 Envelopes ............................................................ $23,114.33  
 Plate ...............................................................................453.25 
 YTD Envelope & Plate Total: ......... $272,114.33 
 Other: 
 Sunday School Missions ............................................... 0.00 
 Building Fund ............................................................ 2000.00 
 Parish Hall Use ............................................................... 0.00 
 Adult Bible Class Fund .................................................. 0.00 
 Flowers ........................................................................... 90.80 
 Main Street Living ........................................................ 50.00 
 Outreach .......................................................................... 0.00 
 Pastor’s Special Fund .................................................325.00 
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 0.00 
 Thrivent Choice Deposit ............................................. 7.00 
 Memorial-Sharon Beller ........................................ 1960.00 

 Total .................................................... $28,006.74  

Deposits: 
 Week 1 ................................................................... $9,597.00  
 Week 2 ..................................................................... 6,740.09 
 Week 3 ..................................................................... 6,196.89 
 Week 4 ..................................................................... 5,459.40 
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 6.36 
 Thrivent Choice ............................................................. 7.00 

 Total  ................................................... $28,006.74  
 
2020 Year-to-Date Total: ............... $272,123.40 

Finance Secretary’s Report 

September, 2020—    

Checking Account  Balance, 09/01/20   $159,743.99  

      
Plus Income $ 28,000.38 
Less Expense   (45,614.93) 
Plus Interest  6.36 
Plus transf. from LCEF           0.00   

  (17,608.19) 

Checking Account  Balance, 09/30/20 $ 142,135.80  
 
LCEF Steward Account Balance  09/01/20 $ 233.54  
Plus Transfers In     $0.00 
Less Transfers Out 0.00 
Plus Interest                  0.07 

 0.07 

LCEF Steward Account Balance 09/30/20 $  233.61  

Dedicated Funds 

Social Ministries $        .00 
Building Fund 3,553.00  
Designated Memorials  10,572.84 
Undesignated Memorials 0.00  
Dedicated Accounts 23,832.33 
Outside Purposes 376.81  
National Youth Gathering 0.00     
World Missions 0.00         
Capital Improvement 0.00  
Total All Obligated Funds $ 38,334.98 
Un-obligated Funds 104,034.43 
 
Total Checking & Savings Funds            $  142,369.41 

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense 

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays.  All 

information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 8 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is published 

monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108.  Contact us: Phone 712-239-1575; FAX 712-239-2466; email — Pastor Travis: 

Rev.Travis@hotmail.com   Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 



Keep in mind it grieves us to even have this list, we 
pray all of the above would return to church and they 
will be welcomed, we want them to continue their 
journey of faith and learn the teachings of Jesus! 
 
Released per Family Request: 
Chris & Shannon Stoeffler & Pypr 
Sage, Carly, & Spencer Moughan 
 
Address Unknown:  (We removed these per coun-
cil 10/27/2020, but if anyone knows their wherea-
bouts, we would love to encourage them to take con-
firmation and rejoin the church.) 
Brandi, Danni, and Zandi Pearson 
David Henry   Bryan Jacobson  
July Huseman, Bobby, Natalee, & Jesse Trudell 
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Calvary’s Members at Home 

Transferred to the Church Triumphant 
Lottie Johnson   Wilbur Lieber    
 
Self-Exclusion:  (Not continuing in the faith after 
baptism, i.e. not brought to confirmation even after 
numerous attempts) 
Troy, Caitlin, & Eimile Jessen Brody Spearman 
Sierra Domnisse  Simone Rentel 
Arik Sherryl   Hannah Cooke 
Briana, Latasha, & Annabelle Lopez (Cunningham) 
Brody Spearman  Haley Hall 
Britni and Krista Windle Connor Smith 
Noah Mast   Lori Harder  

Our Church Family  

Please pray for these members: 

• Trisha Hansen Goehring 

• Nick Hickman 

• Jack Fergen 

• Brandon Soule 

• Taylor Jones 

• Riley McFarland 

• Cole Barbee 

• Timothy Mingo, Jr. 

(If your family has someone in the Military, call us 
and we will add their names to the list. 712-239-
1575) 

     Book Club will meet on Thursday, November 
19th at 11:30 for lunch and discussion of the book 
Feared by Lisa Scottoline. 

     When three men announce that they are suing 
the Rosato & DiNunzio law firm for reverse sex dis-
crimination—claiming that they were not hired be-
cause they were men—Mary DiNunzio and Bennie 
Rosato are outraged. To make matters worse, their 
one male employee, John Foxman, 
intends to resign, claiming that there 
is some truth to this case. Feared, the 
sixth entry in the acclaimed Rosato 
& DiNunzio series, expertly explores 
what happens when we are tempted 
to give in to our own inner darkness. 

Our Members in the Military 
Book Club 
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(continued from page 4) 

What belongs to God? Human beings, who are made 
in his image. Human beings, for whom Christ died. 
Not just Republicans, not just Democrats, but all 
people belong to God. When politics influences how 
we treat another human being for whom Jesus has 
died, there is a problem.  
 Do you find yourself hating your neighbor who 
disagrees with you politically? Do you find yourself 
imputing the worst motives to those with whom you 
disagree instead of putting the best construction on 
their actions, as the Scripture implores us to do? It is 
so easy to hold hatred in our hearts, but Jesus re-
minds us: “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). Jesus 
was speaking not of political disagreements, but about 
active persecution! How much more should we up-
hold all our politicians in prayer as they wield tem-
poral authority for the good of all the people. Do you 
pray for Donald Trump? Do you also pray for Nancy 
Pelosi? We ought to: “First of all, then, I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for all people, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet 
life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and 
it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who de-
sires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:1-4). 
 
Can We Talk About These Things?  
 These are complex issues that are best discussed 
not by one sermon or newsletter article, but a whole 
host of conversations. My door is wide open for con-
versation about these issues. The truth is that we 
probably do not talk about politics enough in the 
church. After all, as those who follow Jesus and are 
claimed by his death and resurrection, if we cannot 
discuss politics in a civil and edifying manner, what 
hope is there for the rest of the world? Those who 
keep the first thing first, Jesus Christ, can discuss eve-
rything in peace. But to be more realistic, it is proba-
bly better to discuss these things in a non-election 
year, when it is far easier to focus on policies, not 
Politicians The smear tactics and degrading treatment 
of politicians on both sides of the aisle by all parties 
simply muddy the waters and confuse the issues. We 
have not yet planned out Bible studies and series for 
2021, though perhaps it would be a good year to talk 

about these issues.  
 Elections matter and voting has consequences, 
but ultimately Jesus is king. Elections are not the most 
important thing in our lives. They are not the primary 
good. Jesus is. It is difficult, in an election year in 
which both sides try to prey upon our deepest fears 
and loves to garner our vote, to remember that Jesus 
is king now and always. But do not forget this: no 
matter who wins the election this month, no matter 
if America is stable or in chaos, Jesus is king.  
 
In Christ,  
 
Pastor Freudenburg  
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Grief Share 

     After the funeral, when the cards and flowers 
have stopped coming, most of the people around you 
return to their normal lives. But your grief continues 
and you feel alone.  
     Often, friends and family want to help you, but 
don’t know how. That’s the reason for Grief Share. 
Our group is led by caring people who have experi-
enced grief and have successfully rebuilt their lives.  
If you have lost a loved one and would like to spend 
time with others in the same situation come Thurs-
days at 7 pm to Calvary Lutheran. Grief Share is used 
by some 17,000 churches around the world. The first 
session will November 5 at 7 pm in the parish hall.  
Weekly seminar topics include:  
-Is This Normal?   
-Challenges of Grief 
-The Journey of Grief 
-Why? 
-Guilt and Anger 
-Stuck and several others 
If you miss any session you will be able to pick it up in 
the next 13-week cycle. 

There are three key parts to your GriefShare experi-
ence: 
-Video Seminar-Encouraging, information-packed vid-
eos featuring leading grief recovery experts. 
-Support group-small group discussion about the 
weekly video content. 
-Workbook-Journaling and personal study exercises 
that reinforce the weekly session topics. 


