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Calvary Youth Coming Events:
WNAC Youth Group: Youth in grades 9-12 meet
for fellowship on Wednesday evenings 5:30-6:45 pm.
See YOU in the CAVE!!
Easter Egg Hunt: There will be an Easter Egg Hunt
on Saturday, April 3rd at 10am. Weather permitting,
it will be outdoors.
Youth Rummage Sale: There is a date of May 14
& 15th for the youth rummage sale. Items can be
brought to the church beginning May 10th.
Church Cleanup: The WNAC 5th and 6th grade
classes invite you to join us as we beautify our neighborhood on Wednesday, April 14 from 5:30-6:45.
(Rain date April 21) We will pick up debris and
trash at our church and neighbors as well as bring
flowers to them. We are also in need of garden
gloves and rakes (please put your name on them)
and a few wagons for this date. If you have questions please contact Stacy Travis at 255-0787.
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY-- MAY 2, 2021
Confirmation will be Sunday, May 2 at 10:30 am for
all 8th graders who have gone through the confirmation classes. A small reception for Confirmands and
their families will be between Sunday’s services in the
parish hall at 9:15 am.

Confirmation (No) Class
Formal confirmation classes are completed for the
year as of the end of April, but come in May for
some informal learning, fun games and fellowship.

--MAY 23: Last day for Sunday School will be Sunday, May 23.
--MAY 26: Last day for WNAC classes will be
Wednesday, May 26. This includes 5th through 7th
grades confirmation classes.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING
THIS SUMMER!
THEME: “God’s Wonder Lab”
July 19-23, 2021
Vacation Bible School is coming to Calvary this summer with the theme “God’s Wonder Lab”. We will
focus on Jesus’ miracles--He does marvelous things!
Registration and more information will be coming
soon.

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR SUNDAY
SCHOOL, WNAC
AND CONFIRMATION CLASSES
--APRIL 4: There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 4 so teachers and families can eat
together at the Easter breakfast. Activity sheet for
kids available during breakfast.
--MAY 2: Confirmation reception for 8th grade confirmands in parish hall at 9:15 am

Pastor Travis’s Message

April

Calvary Lutheran Church – Covid-19 Procedure Adjustment:
With the Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds stating that 95% of people over 65 (on March 16, 2021) have
had the vaccine and the CDC preparing to adjust gathering recommendations, the elders made a change in
the social distancing ropes at church. The elders recognize that God is in control, but that He also wishes
us to be wise and obedient to our authorities (Romans 13:1-11). So as a result, we want to make it so
large families can sit together so we have adjusted some rows. The elders also recognize that most of our
elderly members are vaccinated and are desiring to sit together in church. We continue to recommend
face masks, but recognize most do not wear them once seated so as a result: Since the pandemic is not
over and not everyone is vaccinated, nor comfortable attending in a larger group, we are going to continue
the “all masked” services and reevaluate in May:
Every Wednesday at 1 PM Maundy Thursday at 1 PM
Good Friday at 1 PM
Easter Sunday at 1 PM
Please, if you attend the “masked service,” wear your mask throughout the service and give extra social
distance out of respect for others attending, those with underlying conditions, etc. The pastor does take
his mask off for sermon and readings recognizing that God’s Word needs to be communicated clearly, but
puts it back on after speaking (consider that the pulpit is 20 plus feet away from where most people sit.
This service is designed to keep those who attend safe and allow participation for the whole body of
Christ.
Calvary continues to offer hand sanitizer at all the main entrances and sprays the entire church in between worship services with the TNT machine. We also request if you are sick or exposed to Covid-19 to
stay home and enjoy service at www.calvaryleeds.com. We live stream all of our services 8 AM service is
Live Streamed on YouTube, 10:30 AM on www.FaceBook.com/calvaryleeds/ and Wednesday’s link can be
found on both. Please share these services so others can enjoy them also. You too can be a internet missionary.
Our WNAC confirmation classes continue to remain split into smaller classrooms and the older children sit more apart with masks similar to school. God willing we will be able to make further changes back
to normal soon.
Hospital & Nursing Home Visitation:
Lastly, I received my dual vaccine dosages in Jan./Feb. so that I can visit at Mercy hospital which requires
all pastoral visitors to be vaccinated. St. Luke’s has a different policy. So if you are going to the hospital
please let me know so we can make proper arrangements to see you during your stay. Pastor Freudenburg
can also visit and is getting set up also for Mercy. The hospitals still will not allow visits, as of this printing,
in the Emergency Room, or Intensive Care Units unless you are dying. Yes, I know it is frustrating, but as
you can see much has changed. Likewise, many of our nursing homes are allowing limited pastoral visitation. If you need a visit please let us know. We have started services in Northern Hills and Holy Spirit.

Pastor James Travis

CIA Mission-Christians In Action
Several months ago, I
shared an article in The
Messenger on how IOWAY had reinvented
the Pony Express system. Now, for Pony Express, part 2. The following Pony Express
adventure started with a
phone call from Rosa
Lee Enderton of First
English Lutheran Church
in Spencer. She asked if I
knew a group or individuals who would be interested in lots of yarn. “How
much yarn?” I asked.
Thirteen large garbage bags full of new yarn was
the answer! Rosa shared that her sister in Plainview,
Nebraska, had recently gone to heaven at age 62 following a brain tumor surgery. Her sister, Laurie Begay, had a stockpile of yarn since she made hundreds
of hats, scarves and mittens and donated them to
various organizations. I contacted Jo Reaman, member of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Webster City,
and asked if she was interested in thirteen bags of
yarn. Jo laughed and said, “Sure, we can use it!”
After several phone calls, the Pony Express journey was set with highway 20 as the route. Rosa Lee
Enderton traveled to Plainview, Nebraska, which is
on highway 20, to pack and load the yarn into her
pickup. The next stop was the Iowa District West
office in Fort Dodge. I met her, along with Steve
Doering and Rich Seiser, members of St. Paul Lutheran, Webster City. We transferred the yarn to
their pick-up and the yarn continued its journey on
highway 20 to Webster City where it will be mixed
with a lot of love by the CIA and donated to people
throughout the state and beyond. Rich Seiser Rosa
Lee Enderton Steve Doering
Wait, how did the CIA get into this story? CIA
(Christians In Action) is an amazing group of St. Paul
members who make hundreds of items each year for
missions. The CIA group is headed by Shirley Bowman and Jo Reaman. This group uses gifts of yarn to
knit hats for the homeless and anyone in need. Some
yarn is purchased through Thrivent Action Dollars,
and some is donated or purchased by St. Paul members. Since January 2021, 541 hats have been donat-

ed to the IOWAY outreach for children at Moulton
Elementary School in Des Moines.
Additional hats have been given to their local
schools in Webster City and to their St. Paul Food
Pantry. Three hundred of these hats were a labor of
love made by a mission-minded, 93-year-young couple, Dr. E.F. Brown and his wife, Leora. They moved
to Webster City in 1955. Dr. Brown was one of the
organists for 40 years and the choir director for 50
years. Leora has served at the church in many capacities, and she has always had a heart for the work of
the LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League).
Dr. E.F. and Leora Brown
In addition to the over 500 hats the CIA knit each
year, they made over 50 fleece blankets. Shirley
Bowman has personally made 100 pillowcase dresses!
The CIA members also keep the bandages
“rolling.” White sheets are torn into strips and
rolled for bandages that are donated to Global
Health Ministries for use in underdeveloped countries. Rich Seiser has made approximately 140 wooden bandage rollers. I have had the opportunity to
distribute many of the bandage rollers to various
groups/churches resulting in thousands of rolled
bandages.
The CIA had a concern of how to continue this
outreach after exhausting the supply of white sheets
from members and friends. God always provides! Joe
and Charlotte Sherman, St. Paul members, helped
supply the need. When traveling, they inquire at each
motel as they check-in and ask if they have any discarded white bedsheets. There were times when
they returned to Webster City with half a trunk full
of sheets. In January and February 2021, the CIA
made 2,971 bandages. The group usually meets once
a week, but during the past year, many members
rolled bandages and made hats in their homes.
If you are interested in receiving free bandage
rollers, please contact me. Ellie Menz IOWAY Director / Disaster Response Coordinator 807 W. South,
Jefferson IA 50129 ellie@iowadistrictwest.org 515370-1159

Pastor Freudenburg’s Message
Resurrection Joy!
Joy to the world! The Lord is come! If you think
those words are out of place, you are quite correct.
We do not typically sing the hymn Joy to the World in
the Easter Season, but rather the Christmas season.
We may think of Christmas as the premier season of
joy. But what about Easter, or even Lent? Do these
seasons bring us joy as well?
Pastor Will Weedon, writing in the Lutheran Witness, describes how the Christian churches which celebrate the historic liturgy have largely altered the
Sunday prior to Easter from Palm Sunday to Passion
Sunday. In many churches, particularly the Roman
Catholic Church, the emphasis is no longer on Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem but rather the entire
narrative of Christ’s passion for you and me. Pr.
Weedon argues that this shift has robbed Palm Sunday of its unique joy. He writes,
“Zechariah told us that Jesus came to us lowly and
bringing salvation, and the deliverance He brings is
not only our salvation from evils like sin, death, and
the devil, but our salvation for communion with Him.
He gives us a share in His very mind. He wants to
open us up to the joys of not having to even think
about ourselves. He coaxes us down His path of
humbleness, the path of a King who doesn’t set out
to cow His enemies into submission with terrifying
displays of power, but woos them lovingly all the way,
even unto His own death on a cross. The Palm Sunday liturgy still gets you to the Passion, to the cross.”
Joy! Even in Lent, joy even as begin to move to
the cross because we recognize that Christ comes
for you and for me. Joy in Jesus as our king who does
not display his power ostentatiously, as so many politicians and leaders do today, but comes humbly, woos
by his love, his love that would lead him to a cross.
But note especially Pr. Weedon’s word: “He wants to
open us up to the joys of not having to even think
about ourselves.”
Perhaps that sounds counterintuitive – joy is
found in not having to even think of ourselves. Luther
described our sinful nature as being curved in ourselves – we obsess over our own needs, wants, and
desires. We certainly all, as fallen human creatures,
have needs that must be met, such as a need for food
or love. Yet true freedom and ultimately true joy is
not found in continual self-fulfillment and gratification,

seeking whatever we want our desire as our culture
would teach us to do, but in looking to Christ our
King, as he enters Jerusalem, is nailed to a tree, and
rises again.
And what does Jesus do when he rises from the
dead? He brings Resurrection Joy. Jesus is alive and
brings life with him. Death itself is conquered. Though
we will each die if Christ does not return first, death
no longer has the final say. Jesus does. And when he
appears to his disciples after his resurrection, some of
whom denied him and would not believe that he rose
again, he always brings forgiveness and restoration.
Easter joy is yours, brothers and sisters and Christ.
Joy does not mean that our troubles go away, but
it does reframe them. Jesus is Lord. Death could not
hold him. We worship the King. He brings life and
joy, even in the midst of our troubled lives. Take
heart and rejoice! Jesus brings us Joy.

Pastor Freudenburg

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch
Dear Friend,
At Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch we work with
kids who have endured more than anyone should in a
lifetime. They are kids with psychiatric, behavioral,
and social issues; and sometimes working with them
is exhausting. But, they are still kids. The people who
work here must have well-developed resiliency—and
the ability to see the potential in each child—over
the noise of their challenges.
COVID, the political environment, and social
pressures have made the last few months challenging
for everyone. That is no different at Dakota Boys and
Girls Ranch. We work hard to create a calm and
healing environment, but often we are like ducks…
serene on the surface—but paddling like heck where
no one can see.
Jim Vetter is one of the best Ranchers ever at resiliency. He has worked at the Ranch for 32 years.
He started here nearly straight out of college as a live
-in house parent, working seven days a row, 24 hours
a day, sleeping in the cottages, then having four days
off, and then starting all over again. He has progressed through his career here at the Ranch and has
achieved impressive academic credentials, become an
expert of child welfare policy and practice, and is currently VP of Treatment Programs and Government
Relations. As such, he has oversight responsibilities
for the largest percentage of Ranch staff and all the
residential services to children. Late one day in a really difficult week, I received the following from Jim.
His ability to see what is truly important… to make
time for a child… makes me so grateful to work with
him and the nearly 600 other Ranchers who, every
day, remember why we exist.
“Hi Joy, Sometimes in the middle of a crazy day
or week, I still get to do something that I really enjoy.
'B', the new student government president stopped
by my office a little bit ago to talk about the attached
letter. She wanted to talk with you as president to
president, but staff told her you were in Fargo and I
may be a good alternative. She penciled my name on
the letter and sat down to talk. I had a great time
talking with her and she really is a neat and articulate
young lady. She did a great job advocating for herself
and the other kids. She takes being the president as a
great responsibility. We are scheduling a meeting
with Marisa [Program Manager on our Bismarck campus] to sit down and talk about her ideas. I think

there is room to make some changes. “B” will state a
solid case.
I told her I would still send you the letter to review. Hope you enjoy it.
Sometimes God puts a situation in front of me
just at the right time to remind me of why I do what
I do. Makes me stop wondering.
Have a nice evening, Jim V.”
The letter was printed in a 12-year-old’s hand and
she listed three items to discuss:
The pesky dress code.
More time to talk with peers.
More fist bumps and high fives.
These sound like pretty reasonable things to discuss.
And Jim will put this child at the top of his priority
list.
Please pray for our staff and always, always, the
kids.
In His love,

Joy Ryan, President/CEO
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch
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Her Health Women’s Center Annual Banquet

Join Her Health Women's Center for a delightful evening as we celebrate 34 years of
serving those facing unintended pregnancies. In
2020 we have faced many obstacles, but our mission
has remained the same. Offering Life options to women and their partners! By God's grace we are saving unborn lives and changing futures in
Siouxland. Her Health's Annual Banquet is the largest pro-life gathering in the area. Besides delicious
food and wonderful fellowship, we will enjoy an inspiring message from our special guest Sheila
Walsh.
Sheila is first a wife and mom, and in her spare
time she is an author, Bible teacher and television
host. She has spoken around the world to over 6 million women and reaches a potential 100 million people daily as co-host of the Life Today television program.
Sheila loves to make the Bible practical, sharing
how God met her at her lowest point and helped her
to rise up again.
Her message: God is for you!
Sheila’s books have sold over 5 million copies including her latest bestseller It’s Okay Not To Be Okay.
In February 2020, she released her newest

book, Praying Women, How to Pray When You Don’t
Know What To Say.
Texas is her home where she lives with her husband, son and two little crazy dogs Tink and Maggie
who rule the roost!
Tuesday, April 13, 2021
6:30pm – 8:30pm
Sioux City Convention Center
801 4th Street
Sioux City, IA 51101
RSVP online at PartnersofHerHealth.org or call 712276-0237 to reserve your
spot or host a table of 8.
Tickets are complimentary, but must be reserved
by April 2.
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Church Calendar - April

A p r il 2 0 2 1
Mon

Tue

Wed
31
1:00pm Masked
Worship
7:00pm Worship

Thu
1
10:00am Bible
Study
1:00pm Masked
Worship w/ HC
7:00pm Worship
w/HC

Fri
2
1:00pm Masked
Worship
7:00pm Worship

Sat
3
10:00am Easter
Egg Hunt

Good Friday

4
8:00 &10:30am
Worship w/HC &
breakfast between services

5
Pastor Travis
Family Day
6:00pm LCMS

6
7:00pm Deborah Circle

7
5:30pm WNAC
1:00pm Masked
Worship w/HC
7:00pm Worship
w/HC

8
10:00am Bible
Study
10:30am Northern Hills
3:30pm Holy
Spirit
5:00pm Youth
Board

9
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

10

12
Pastor Travis
Family Day
6:00pm LCMS

13
9:00am Circuit
Meeting Redeemer-Sioux
City
5:30pm Education
6:30pm Her
Health Women’s
Banquet

14
5:30pm WNAC
1:00pm Masked
Worship w/HC
7:00pm Worship

15
10:00am Bible
Study
11:30am Book
Club
6:30pm Outreach

16
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

17

18
8:00 &10:30am
Worship w/HC
9:15am Sunday
School, Bible
Class, Bells

19
Pastor Travis
Family Day
6:00pm LCMS

20
6:15pm Worship
& Music
7:00pm Elders
7:00pm Ruth
Circle

21
5:30pm WNAC
1:00pm Masked
Worship w/HC
7:00pm Worship
w/HC

22
10:00am Bible
Study
6:30pm CLWL
Board

23
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

24
9:00am Mercy
Meals @ Faith

25
8:00 &10:30am
Worship
9:15am Sunday
School, Bible
Class, Bells

26
Pastor Travis
Family Day
6:00pm LCMS

27
7:00pm church
Council

28
5:30 Pictures for
confirmation
1:00pm Masked
Worship w/HC
7:00pm Worship
8:00pm Examination Parish
Hall

29
10:00am Bible
Study

30
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

EASTER
11
8:00 &10:30am
Worship
9:15am Sunday
School, Bible
Class, Bells
Mite Sunday

2021

LCMS 101 classes
Do you want to learn more about the Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod? Do
you want to become a member of Calvary Lutheran Church? Do you want to refresh your Confirmation lessons from long ago? The class is meeting every Monday at 6:00pm. Each class is about 1 hour long and meets for about 10 sessions.
Class can be done by Zoom. Information on how to do will be available at a later
time.

Volunteers needed to mow the lawn
The trustees are looking for volunteers to help
with upkeep on the grounds at Church this summer.
If you have the time and would like to volunteer to
help please call Jack Lawrenson at 712-899-6241.

Chris Baker Memorial Drive
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From Lutherans for Life

Altar Flowers

“As we gather this Easter just with our household, or perhaps all alone, we will undoubtedly miss
some of the traditions that we have embraced over
the years. Do not lament the loss of what does not
last. Rather, embrace the enduring message that ‘He
is risen! He is risen indeed!’ It changes everything!”
Rev. Robert Fleischmann, Christian Life Resources – A
Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

Commemorate a special occasion or remember a
loved one by providing altar flowers for the worship
services in 2020. Sign your name to the poster in the
Friendship Room or call the church office at 712-2391575, and we will order a bouquet from A Step in
Thyme for $45.40. If you prefer to provide your own
flowers, please let the office know at least one week
before your date. We can accommodate up to 2 bouquets each week. Thank you for adding to our services with flowers.

Finance Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense

Income Received for February 2021
Envelopes ........................................................$21,935.44
Plate.......................................................................... 254.76
Special Service Donations ............................. 11,571.00
Checking Interest...................................................... 6.63
Subtotal General Funds ................. $33,767.83
Other:
Sunday School Missions ......................................... 18.00
Building Fund .......................................................... 100.00
Main Street Living ................................................... 50.00
Flowers ...................................................................... 78.00
Office Supplies ........................................................... 5.00
F. Florke Memorial-Banners ............................... 465.00
Pastor’s Special Account ..................................... 210.00
Camera/video Equipment.................................... 100.00
Youth (LYF and/or WNAC) .............................. 512.00
Subtotal Designated Funds.............. $1,538.00
Deposits:
Week 1.............................................................. $5,144.37
Week 2................................................................ 6,490.12
Week 3.............................................................. 15,136.28
Week 4................................................................ 8,528.43
Week 5........................................................................ 0.00
Thrivent Choice ........................................................ 0.00
Checking Interest...................................................... 6.63

February 2021 —

Total ............................................... $35,305.83
2021Year-to-Date Total: .................. $40,515.14

Checking Account Balance, 2/01/21
$184,933.36
Plus Income
$35,299.20
Less Expense
(39,227.98)
Plus Interest
6.63
Plus transf. from LCEF
0.00
(3,922.15)
Checking Account Balance, 2/29/21

$181,011.21

LCEF Steward Account Balance 2/01/19
Plus Transfers In
$0.00
Less Transfers Out
0.00
Plus Interest
0.04
0.18

$233.81

LCEF Steward Account Balance 2/29/21

$ 233.85

Dedicated Funds
Social Ministries
$
.00
Building Fund
27,913.98
Designated Memorials
10,872.84
Undesignated Memorials
0.00
Dedicated Accounts
22,043.17
Outside Purposes
426.81
National Youth Gathering
0.00
World Missions
0.00
Capital Improvement
0.00
Total All Obligated Funds
$61,256.80
Un-obligated Funds
119,988.26
Total Checking & Savings Funds

$181,245.06

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:

All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays. All
information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 8 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is published

:

monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108. Contact us Phone 712-239-1575; email — Pastor Travis: Rev.Travis@hotmail.com
Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds
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Our Members in the Military

Book Club

The Book Club invites you on April 15 at 11:30am
to discuss “Four Winds” by Kristin Hannah.
Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a drought
has broken the Great Plains. One of the darkest periods of the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl era, has
arrived with a vengeance.
In this uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli—like so many of her neighbors—must make an
agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or go
west, to California, in search of a better life. The Four
Winds is an indelible portrait of America and the American Dream, as seen through the eyes of one indomita•
ble woman whose courage and sacrifice will come to
(If your family has someone in the Military, call us and define a generation.
Meet in the church’s conference room to enjoy felwe will add their names to the list. 712-239-1575)
low readers for food, conversation and discussion.
Don’t forget to bring your lunch.
Please pray for these members:
• Trisha Hansen Goehring
• Nick Hickman
• Jack Fergen
• Taylor Jones
• Cole Barbee
• Brandon Soule
• Riley McFarland
• Timothy Minto Jr.

Our Church Family
Deceased
LaVerne Riediger

Calvary’s Members at Home
At Brookdale:
Roger & Judy Rentel

At Casa de Paz:
Robert Lacy
At Westwood:
Barbara Kamradt
Dan Winge
At Orchard Garden,
Valley NE:
Eva Kemp

At Holy Spirit:
Cherri Reese
Beth Banks
At Northern Hills
Bel Awe
At Touchstone
Bonnie Oldaker

At Home:
Ron Junck
Darius Smith
Sue Weinmann
Ken Harder
Charlie Knecht
Mary Lou Broderson
Arlene Barker
Mary Rose McDaniel
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To Which Voice Should I Listen? When Government Voices Disagree
I want to be a good Christian and citizen of the
United States. I want to honor my father and mother, meaning I want to honor the proper governing
authority so long as it does not go against the Word
of God. But when governing voices are inconsistent:
to whom do I listen? For example, the governor of
Iowa has lifted all socially distant and mask requirements and others have made it clear churches were
never under these requirements. Our President, on
the other hand, has requested people to wear masks.
Some governors have said we should not even sing
nor even gather for church. Some doctors have made
it clear that a cloth mask is virtually worthless*
whereas others say they have some value**. This
writer feels the vaccine is very effective and a gift
from God, while others have said vaccines are dangerous. To whom should we listen? Christians accuse Christians of sinning against one another all because they are listening to different voices. Consider
the following circular argument:
Forty Christians gather in a room for worship
and as a group decide to not wear masks. They cite
the CDC statement that those vaccinated can gather
with friends and family in small groups without a
mask. They joke about having herd immunity and give
thanks to God for allowing them to gather together
again more normally. Another Christian joins the
group and feels very uncomfortable and disrespected
because this group of Christians: “Does not love their
neighbor,” and “they are not listening to the authorities.” This Christian is wearing a mask and is vaccinated but recognizes that they could still be spread
the virus. They want to love their neighbor by protecting others. They refuse to come back to church
until the church will, “Love their neighbor.”
Who is right in this scenario? Who obeyed the
authority? I would argue as a pastor that neither the
40 nor the one obeyed God. Both groups obeyed
only part of the secular authority. If the large group
had obeyed God they would have welcomed the one
person who was wearing the mask. They would have
asked, “How are you?” and “I see you are wearing a
mask, do you have an underlying? Are you vaccinated?
Do we need to take steps to protect you?….and, by
the way, all 40 of us are vaccinated and so we wanted

Pastor Travis

you to know you can not give us a dangerous form of
the virus.” Likewise, the one disobeyed the authority
by not following Matthew 18 and talking to someone
in the group, “I was offended by the group, I felt unloved.”
This scenario is a vicious circle because both sides
can accuse each other all day long as being in the
wrong and needing to act and speak first. Ironically 1
Corinthians 13 is quoted in weddings, but it is actually
talking about everyday relationships: “If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it
is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres….Now I know in part; then I shall
know fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.” (NIV)
In a time of contradicting voices and of political
divisiveness and illogical directives it is difficult to
know who to obey. Who is my father and mother?
Is Governor Reynolds, Dr. Fauci, American Family
Radio, Shawn Hannity, The Young Turks, Laura Flanders, the CDC, NHI, my local Health Department, or
my own father and mother? The quick answer: start
with your parents and then move up. In our state,
the buck stops with the Governor, but local leaders
have jurisdiction also. The President has a say but
many of his statements are more of a bully pulpit unless he is enforcing the Law. This is why it is so important to pray for all national, state, and local leaders. We dare not stop praying for them, that they
would make good decisions. But, what do I do when
they contradict? Show love toward one another and
communicate and forgive because God has forgiven
us. So long as the authority does not break God’s
Word we carry out the decree. For example, we pay
our taxes and make decisions on pandemic response
in each business as the governor has instructed. We
use all the other voices to help make informed decisions, but it is tough. Keep in mind many voices are
opinions and not lawful authority. (continued on Page 13)
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To Which Voice Should I Listen?
(continued from page 12)

They might help you vote for the next leader, but
they should not be the final authority. In closing,
consider two extremely different views of this pandemic. Both views seek to honor the government,
parents, and the church with opposite results:
Opinion 1:
One Christian rightfully says, “The pandemic
should not stop us from receiving Jesus’ gifts. Jesus
does not offer condemnation and death, but instead
He gives forgiveness of sins, He gives His word, He
washes us in baptism and cleanses us and forgives us
in the Lord's Supper. We should as a church offer
these gifts no matter what the government mandates:
I will serve Jesus no matter what so that people in
this lost world might be saved. I will not put my
trust in a mask. I believe a mask protects my neighbor only a small amount and protects me even less.
However, in order to love my neighbor, I will wear a
mask and socially distance when I am around my concerned neighbor so that I can bring him/her Jesus. I
want my neighbor to have the ultimate protection
that comes from having a relationship with Jesus. I
am willing to serve my neighbor even if it means giving up my opinions. On the other hand, I will love
my neighbor who could care less about a mask or
social distancing. I want this neighbor also to be
saved so I will shed my mask so that they see I truly
love them. I want them to know Jesus care for them
also. I’m willing to give up my rights and free choice
so that my neighbor might hear God’s Word.
I believe if God wants his Word shared he will
work miracles to make sure his word goes out in
both cases. I thank God for the governor of Iowa
taking away the requirement to wear facemasks and
social distancing in the church. I believe God will
work among his people even though we are imperfect sheep. I also want our church to offer services
that mandate masks. I want our church to offer services that also do not require masks. God wants to
save both mask wearers and non-mask wearers.
Would Jesus wear a mask? Answer: Jesus would
heal the sick and raise the dead. Jesus would show
up and touch the fully infected Covid-19 patient with
minutes left so He can save them.
Opinion 2:

A second Christian rightfully says, “I want to follow the government in so far as it does not go
against God’s laws. I see the government has discovered this pandemic spreads by repertory particles. I
know that masks and social distancing have proven to
slow the spread of Covid-19. Because I believe God
allows humans to discover things in His creation, I’m
going to wear a mask because God’s science tells me
they help. I’m going to be vaccinated so long as it is
ethical. I also believe our church should only have
one church service and everyone should wear a mask
out of love because the CDC tells us that is the best
practice. I do not agree with the governor allowing
us to make a decision whether our church should
wear them or not. At least she said we could make
decisions locally. Granted, I’m not so stubborn and
legalistic that if someone gets hurt on the road, I
would not stop and help them if their mask fell off. I
do love my neighbor. I’m not going to yell at my
neighbor because they do not wear their mask. Yes
their actions bother me, but I do love my neighbor. I
know God does miracles, but I also know God
works through means.
For example in the Old Testament people with
leprosy lived in quarantine waiting for healing so as
not to spread the disease in the camp. I believe God
will work through ordinary means to get his word
out and we can be a church that follows every requirement of the CDC and still get together for worship. Would Jesus wear a mask? Answer Jesus
would wear a mask because he loves his neighbor.
After all, Jesus would honor the governing officials.
*Effectiveness of Cloth Masks for Protection Against
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 Volume 26, Number 10—October 2020 - Emerging
Infectious Diseases journal - CDC
**Making sense of the research on COVID-19 and
masks (byu.edu)
***Small Gatherings | CDC
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THERE IS SUCH "JOY" IN GOD'S CALLING!
What a JOY and
blessing to see how the
Lord is still "calling" HIS
people at just the right
time. In the past three
weeks, we have again
seen the Lord's hand of
blessing here at Mission
Central. God recently
"called" two new missionary families to go to
lands of darkness. We
have had the privilege of
interviewing and training
these families.
The Rev. Christian Tiews Family is going to one of
the darkest countries in all of Europe, Germany. The
Rev. Paul Nelson Family will be going to the most
Muslim country in the world, Indonesia. Germany
now has over 3,000 mosques and over 5 million Mus-

lim people living there and on Sunday less than 2% of
the people are in church, and Indonesia is over 90%
Muslim. What a great and JOYFUL opportunity to
bring the light of Jesus to these dear people! God
does still call people at "just the right time!" We have
the privilege of helping to send these new missionaries who will share the message of JOY and hope with
these people in total darkness! SO MUCH JOY!
Please pray for these two missionary families, that
God will give them the spirit of JOY in their "calling"
and that the Lord will bring the right people at just
the right time to them! If we can't go to these lands
of darkness, we should be filled with JOY in praying
for them and supporting them! Gary Thies, Mission
Development Counselor gary.thies@lcms.org

