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Calvary Coming Events:
Hanging of the Greens: Wednesday, December
8th, following 7:00 pm Advent Worship service.

Items will be collected after Christmas and divided
between Sioux City’s agencies that provide food and
shelter to people in need.

H.U.G.S. Tree: December 1st—25th- Hats, Under- Children's Christmas Service: New this year is a
wear, Gloves and Socks/Scarves will be collected and full length Children's/Advent Christmas Service on
distributed to children in need.
December 15 at 7:00pm which will act out the Zechariah and Elizabeth story followed by the traditional
Pageant and Nativity from Luke 2. All are welcome to
Caroling December 15—5:30 PM—Leave from the
attend and participate. In addition, children will be
Parish Hall doors. Addresses will be given out to go
singing and participating in the 10:30am children's
and carol as family groups. We will carol outdoors to
message on Sunday, December 19 (preK-8th grade).
balconies, front doors, etc. Spread a little Christmas
Rehearsals are during WNAC every Wednesday at
cheer!
5:30pm.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the
Reverse Advent Baskets
Pastors and staff at Calvary Lutheran.
November 28 – December 24 is the dates for 2021
Advent. With a charitable heart, Calvary’s Social Ministries Committee is once more conducting a Reverse
Advent Basket program. Beginning November 21,
baskets or bags will be provided to participants. The
object is to put an item for the less fortunate in the
container each day as a countdown to Christmas.

Advent and Christmas Services:
(continued from page 1)

Dec, 19 Sunday
10:30 AM Children’s Sing A Long and participation in Children’s Message
Dec. 22 Weds. Advent 4 “The Goodly Land I See” (Joshua) Joshua 1
7PM-Normal Advent Worship Family Centered
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
5 PM Family Worship Simple Christmas Worship with Carols
and Children’s book give away “Visit of the Wise Men”
11 PM Traditional Candlelight Worship with Communion
Dec. 25 Christmas Day
9AM Traditional Christmas Day
Worship with Communion
Dec. 26 Sunday
9AM Worship Christmas 1– Worship with Communion. The first Sunday
after Christmas with Hymn Sing.
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"Atheists Unawares & Advent" Pastor Travis
Why should I go to Advent Services; I have
done it before? It is old hat, I have heard about
the “Means of Grace” and “The Parousia,” what
new can I learn? In the book, The Call: Finding
and Fulfilling the Central Purpose in Life, Os
Guinness reminds us that Christians are quickly
becoming "atheists unawares." Take heed to
what he writes,
“In Short, the modern world quite literally
"manages" without God. We can do so much
so well by ourselves that there is no need for
God, even in his church. Thus, we modern
people can be profoundly secular in the midst
of explicitly religious activities. Which explains
why so many modern Christian believers are
atheists unawares. Professing to believe in
supernatural realities, they are virtual atheists;
whatever they say they believe, they show in
practice that they function without practical recourse to the supernatural....The call to follow
Jesus Christ runs directly counter to this deadly modern pressure toward secularization."
An example of this, a Church School teacher
boldly declares, "we can't sing all Christian
Christmas songs this year, because they are not
fun enough. Let's get a little Santa Claus, Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer and the Cult Classic Nicklaus the Donkey music going! I don't mind
fun songs, but we ought not throw Jesus out of
Advent and Christmas. Instead, we need more
Bible and more trust in what God would give us
to change our lives for eternity in the midst of this
evil world.
This year, Advent is all about Abraham, Jacob,
Moses, and Joshua teaching us how to be ready
for Jesus coming. We are planning special short
devotional services Dec. 1, 8, 15, & 22 at 7 PM.
This year's series is inspired by Dr. Dale Meyer
former speaker of the Lutheran Hour and Former
President of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. I
think you will be blessed as you take God's timeless words serious for your daily lives. This series is meant to counter the easy way we can fall
into becoming atheist unawares. We want to
take God seriously this Advent as we celebrate
his first coming a new at Christmas, but more importantly prepare for his very real second coming
(Parousia): "The day is surely drawing near
when Jesus, God's anointed, in all His power
shall appear as judge whom God appointed. The

fright shall banish idle mirth, and flames on
flames shall ravage earth as Scripture long has
warned us...My Savior paid the debt I owe and
for my sin was smitten; within the Book of Life, I
know my name has now been written. I will not
doubt, for I am free, and Satan cannot threaten
me; There is no condemnation!" (LSB 508 Stanzas 1 & 5)

Advent, (from Latin adventus, “coming”), in the
Christian church calendar, the period of preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ at Christmas and also of preparation for
the Second Coming of Christ. Advent is a time to
celebrate light in the midst of darkness.
The candles on the Advent wreath symbolize
hope, love, joy and peace.
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The Meaning of Christmas
Many do not know what Christmas is really
about! So here is a simple explanation:
Christ is the title for the Messiah or chosen
one who would save the world. Most of you
know his name as Jesus which means, “The
LORD Saves” or the Hebrew “I AM Saves”
The word “Mass” is an old Latin word
meaning worship service. It comes from the closing lines of the Divine service, “Ite Missa Est*”
meaning, “Let us be Dismissed.” Hence, the
word mass came to refer to the whole of the worship service. When we are present we are in
mass. When we leave we are dis-massed.
What are we doing when we are together
in Mass? Simple, we are receiving from Jesus
His gifts. Jesus gives us forgiveness in Absolution. Jesus gives direction in
the Scripture Readings and
the Sermon, and He gives us
strength and forgiveness
again in the LORD’s Supper.
In turn we as a mass give Jesus our thanks and praise by
singing songs, praying prayers, and even afterwards encouraging one another.
So Christmas is not
really a time of theater but
instead a time to be in Mass
with other Christians for the purpose of receiving
all Jesus has and to give back to Him and our
neighbor in thanks and praise.
Should we do away with the lights, tree,
and festivities then? No, use them for what they
are as symbols to teach us what Christmas is really about. The lights symbolize that Jesus is the
light that shows where we are going to eternity in
him. He takes us out of the unknown darkness of
sin, into the promising new life here, and our future resurrection in the new heavens and the new
earth.
The tree symbolized by evergreens reminds us that God never departs, He is ever present night and day, winter and summer. God re-

mains. The tree likewise points upwards to
where our Salvation comes. As Luther says,
“From Heaven above to Earth I come.” We decorate the tree with much that has nothing to do
with Jesus, but I would urge you to look at the
tree at church which is full of Chrismons that
each remind us of different aspects of Jesus ministry. We decorate with aspects of our life.
Thank God His life changes ours!
We love our cookies and meals. None of
these are evil in and of themselves, but let us also eat and drink with God and our fellow Christians. Jesus always ate and drank with sinners
while he lived. So should we, we call this fellowship or the aspect of spending time with each
other for the purpose of growing. After all you
cannot eat with someone
you hate. So if you love
Jesus, eat and drink His
Lord’s Supper. If you
want to share Jesus, eat
and drink with your
neighbor and around the
table share what Christmas truly means.
Lastly, learn the
meaning of a new symbol this year. Discover
the meaning of the Advent wreath or of a Chrismon, or better yet, intend a real Mass, i.e. one of the worship services
at church or go back in time and listen to a play
like Handel’s messiah which was part of a worship service on Christmas or Easter. God’s
blessings to you as you celebrate “CHRISTMASS.”
AMEN
Happy Holiday?—Which really can mean, “May
God give you happiness as you celebrate the Holy Day (Day Set Apart for Jesus’ birth, Christmas). But you might have to remind them that
Christmas is Holy and other days, not so much!

* Ite, missa est are the concluding Latin words addressed to the people in the Mass of the Roman Rite, as well as
the Lutheran Divine Service. Until the reforms of 1962, at Masses without the Gloria, Benedicamus Domino was said instead. The
response of the people (or, in the Tridentine Mass, of the servers at Low Mass, the choir at Solemn Mass) is Deo gratias ("thanks be
to God"). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ite,_missa_est
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Pastor Freudenburg’s Message: Reclaiming Advent as a Penitential Season
Undoubtedly you have heard about the coming supply chain crisis. Perhaps it is already here,
as we see grocery shelves with fewer and fewer
items on them. Perhaps you, like me, have already purchased all of your Christmas gifts and
are already in the process of putting up your tree
and decorating your house for the upcoming
Christmas holiday. The radio stations have been
blaring the holiday tunes for weeks on end, and
we have not yet made it to December.
What has happened to Advent as a time for
repentance, focusing upon the brokenness of the
world and kindling hope within our hearts for
Christ’s coming at Christmas? When did Christmas not only begin on December 25th, but on November 15th? And, perhaps the most pressing
question, why do we as Christians treat Advent
as anything but a penitential season, engaging in
the hustle and bustle of the world around us, but
not taking proper time to tend to our own souls
and prepare our hearts.
It only does so much good to criticize the culture. We aren’t going to stop the radio stations
from playing Christmas music in November. Nor
should we withdraw altogether from the joy and
merry making of the season. But we can do
things, as a church and as individuals, which help
us to reclaim Advent as a penitential season, a
time of preparation for Christ’s coming at Christmas.
Eugene H. Peterson, in his book A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, begins with repentance as the foundation for Christian discipleship,
our life of following Christ. He begins by naming
the lies of the world, lies which lead us away from
an active life of faith in God. Peterson says this:

captain of my fate, from the lies of pastors
who ‘get rid of God’s commands so you wont
be inconvenienced in following the religious
fashions!’ (Mark 7:8). Rescue me from the
person who tells me of life and omits Christ,
who is wise in the ways of the world and ignores the movements of the Spirit. “
This extended quotation deserves our attention. Peterson points out all of the lies that surround us, all of which promise the good life without Christ and without the suffering involved in
following him. Repentance is saying no to the lies
of the world, the devil, and our own sinful flesh.
John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, had a
simple message: “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). Peter concludes his first sermon in Acts with a call to ‘…
repent, and be baptized’ (Acts 2:38). But it is not
only the beginning of the Christian life. As Luther
reminds us in the first of his 95 Theses, our Lord
wills that the entire Christian life be one of repentance.
Repentance is saying no the lies of the world,
refusing to believe that material items will satisfy
the hunger of our hearts, that entertainment and
distraction is true joy, that politicians can give us
power and safety, standing up to those who claim
that Christ is not the center of life and saying,
“No.” Advent is a time of repentance. But we do
not prepare without hope. True joy comes at
Christmas, when we behold the Christ child, king
of kings and Lord of Lords, who alone causes rejoicing.
May God bless your Advent as you repent and
say ‘no’ to the lies of the world, but ‘yes’ to Jesus.

Pastor Freudenburg
“Rescue me from the lies of advertisers
who claim to know what I need and what I desire, from the lies of entertainers who promise
a cheap way to joy, from the lies of politicians
who pretend to instruct me in power and morality, from the lies of psychologists who offer
to shape my behavior and morals so that I will
live long, happily and successfully, from the
lies of the religionists who ‘heal the wounds of
this people lightly,’ from the lies of moralists
who pretend to promote me to the office of

Page 6

T he Cal v a r y Cal l

Christmas Poinsettias

Decorate the H.U.G.S.Tree

Poinsettias are available at a cost of $6.00 each.
There are envelopes in the pews for you to fill out
with how many plants you want and to whom you
are honoring or remembering with your gift. Please
put completed envelope with the money for your
plant either in the offering plate or on the secretary’s
desk in the church office. Help make the church festive and beautiful to celebrate the true meaning of
Christmas. Thank you.

Decorate our tree in the Friendship
Room with lots of H.U.G.S. (Hats, Underwear, Gloves/mittens, Socks/
Scarves) through the month of December.
Your gifts will be distributed to children in need
in our community. Many children go to school without proper outside wear. Help them be warm this
winter by donating to our H.U.G.S. tree.

Many Ways to Give this Holiday Season:
Blessing Box: There are many families in Sioux City who are in need of food all through the year, and as
the holidays approach, there will be even more who will need help. We appreciate all that you do to provide
for these families throughout the year and ask that you bring donations of non-perishable boxed and canned
goods to church and place them in the box in the Friendship Room. (Be sure to check the expiration date on
your items. We cannot use food that has “expired.”) Thank you for all that you do to help us meet the needs
of our neighbors.
Serve at the Soup Kitchen: Youth and adults are welcome to serve at the Sioux City Soup Kitchen. Call
the Soup Kitchen at 712-258-0027 to check on a time and date that they need your help.
CLWL Circles projects: Talk to Calvary’s Circle members about giving to the Crittenton Center, Ronald
McDonald House, Lutheran World Relief, and other mission projects they support. Circle Chairpersons:
Carol Casotti and Dee Clausen.
Missionaries: Donate to support the mission work of The Sharpe Family and Iantha Scheiwe.
Poinsettias: Honor and/or remember your loved ones by purchasing a poinsettia plant for our sanctuary.
There is a dramatic price reduction this year due to a different vendor. Poinsettia plants are only $6 each.
Use the envelopes in the church pews now through December 9. You may pick up your plant anytime after
worship on Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25.

Hanging of the Greens
On Wednesday, December 8th, we will decorate
our church for the holidays following the 7PM Worship service.
Please make plans to stay after worship as we set
up the Christmas tree, hang wreaths and prepare our
church to celebrate the Christmas holidays.
Remember: “many hands make light work”
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D e ce m b e r 2 0 21
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
9:30 am Pheasant Acres
1pm Masked
Service w/HC
5:30 WNAC
7pm Worship

Thu
2
10:00am Bible
Study

Fri
3
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

Sat
4
8:30am-11:30am
COOKIE WALK
in Parish Hall

1-7pm Bring
Cookies for
Cookie Walk to
Parish Hall

7pm Gospel
Mission Service

5
8 &10:30am
Worship w/ HC
9:15 Sunday
School
Bible Class,
LCMS 101, Bells

6
Pastor Travis
Family Day

7
7:00pm Deborah
Circle

8
9:30 am Pheasant Acres
5:30 WNAC
7pm Worship w/
HC & Hanging of
the Greens

9
10:00am Bible
Study
10:00am Northern Hills
3:00pm Holy
Spirit
5:00pm Youth
Board

10
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

11
8:30 & 10:30am
Mercy Meals at
Faith

12
8 &10:30am
Worship
9:15 Sunday
School
Bible Class,
LCMS 101, Bells
9am-Donut Stop
Noisy Mites
Voter’s Meeting

13
Pastor Travis
Family Day

14
5:30pm Education
6:30pm Outreach Board

15
9:30 am Pheasant Acres
1pm Masked
Service w/HC
5:45-6:45 Caroling
7pm WorshipChildren’s Advent Service

16
10:00am Bible
Study

17
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

18

19
8 &10:30am
Worship w/ HC
9:15 Sunday
School
Bible Class,
LCMS 101, Bells
11:30am-Donut
Stop

20
Pastor Travis
Family Day

21
6:15pm Worship
& Music
7:00pm Ruth
Circle

22
9:30 am Pheasant Acres
7pm Worship w/
HC

23
No Bible Study

24
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day
5:00pm Family
Christmas Worship
11:00 pm Candlelight Worship
with Communion

25
9:00am Worship
Christmas w/HC

26
9:00am Worship
Hymn Sing before service

27
Pastor Travis
Family Day

28

29
7pm Worship

30
10:00am Bible
Study

31
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day
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Worship Assistants for December 2020
ELDER OF THE SERVICE
Sunday, Dec. 5
8am Brad Cale
Sunday, Dec. 12
8am Jim Anderson
Sunday, Dec 19
8am Dave Clausen
Friday, Dec. 24
5pm Jim Anderson
Saturday, Dec 25
9am Pastors
Sunday, Dec 26
9am James Williams
ACOLYTES
Wed., Dec. 1
Sun., Dec. 5
Wed., Dec 8
Sun., Dec 12
Wed., Dec 15
Sun., Dec 19
Wed., Dec 22
Christmas Eve
Fri., Dec 24

Christmas Day
Sat., Dec 25
Sun., Dec 26

10:30am Jim Torgerson
10:30am Brian Hickman
10:30am James Williams
11:00pm Brian Hickman

7pm
8am
10:30am
7pm
8am
10:30am
7pm
8am
10:30am
7pm

Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:

5pm
11pm

Acolytes:
Acolytes:

Projector:
Projector:

9am
9am

Acolytes:
Acolytes:

Projector:
Projector:

Projector:
Projector:
Projector:
Projector:
Projector:
Projector:

CHANCEL GUILD
Sunday, Dec., 5
Sharon Junck & Lorraine Anderson
Wednesday, Dec. 8
Terri Guy
Sunday, Dec., 19
Sharilyn Steck & Rhonda Hageman
Wednesday, Dec., 22
Diana Lahrs & Julie Clayton
Christmas Eve-Friday, Dec., 24
Joan Mansfield & Teri Mevius
Christmas Day-Saturday, Dec., 25 Joan Mansfield & Teri Mevius
Note: Check to make sure these times and dates work! Notify the Church office of changes–239-1575. It is the responsibility of the acolyte to switch if you cannot be at the designated service.

2021

You are no accident:
We Were No Accident A professor in a worldacclaimed medical school once posed this medical
situation — and an ethical problem — to his students: “Here’s the family history: The father has
syphilis. The mother has TB. They already have had
four children. The first is blind. The second had died.
The third is deaf. The fourth has TB. Now the mother is pregnant again; The parents come to you for
advice. They are willing to have an abortion if you
decide they should. What do you say?” The students
gave various individual opinions, and then the professor asked them to break into small groups for
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“consultation.” All the groups came back to report
that they would recommend abortion.
“Congratulations,” the professor said, “You just took
the life of Beethoven!” Have you ever felt unsure
about your importance in the world or wondered if
you matter to God? It is possible you have felt uncertain about your usefulness or whether God found
you acceptable. Sometime this year, the Supreme
Court will decide on Roe vs. Wade, but no matter
what they come up with God says we were no accident.
Pastor Keith Haney IDW Stewardship & Mission
Executive
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From Lutherans for Life

Altar Flowers

“When we have eyes of faith, eyes that recognize
these delights are gifts from God, then we realize
that what we’re missing, what we should be longing
for, what we cannot live without, isn’t Amazon or
Starbucks or McDonalds. It’s Him. And when we
have Him, every other gift makes sense. Every other
gift falls into its proper place.” Michelle Bauman, Director of Y4Life for Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

Commemorate a special occasion or remember a
loved one by providing altar flowers for the worship
services through November of 2020. During December we decorate with poinsettias. Sign your name to
the poster in the Friendship Room or call the church
office at 712-239-1575, and we will order a bouquet
from A Step in Thyme Flower Shop for a cost of
$45.40. Thank you for adding to our services with
flowers.

Finance Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense

Income Received for October, 2021

October, 2021—

Envelopes ............................................................ $24,536.46
Plate...............................................................................570.81
Special Service Donations............................................ 0.00
Checking Account Interest ........................................ 6.78
YTD Envelope & Plate Total: ............. 25,114.05
Other:
Sunday School Missions .............................................. 49.00
Building Fund ................................................................. 75.00
Adult Education .............................................................. 3.00
Main Street Living ........................................................ 50.00
Office Supplies-reimbursement .................................. 5.00
Memorial Brick (Hesebeck)....................................... 25.00
Pastor’s Special Fund ...............................................100.00
National Youth Gathering LYF ...............................150.00
Pastor Travis Auto Allowance Reimb .................... 50.00
Jr Youth Reimb to Confirmation ...........................125.00
Books Reimb to Bulletins........................................... 88.96
Designated: Donna Lieber .......................................275.00
Designated: Ron Junck .......................................... 1,010.00
Subtotal Designated Funds ................... 2,005.96
Total ................................................... $ 27,120.01
Deposits:
Week 1................................................................... $6,341.07
Week 2..................................................................... 5,688.25
Week 3..................................................................... 4,213.58
Week 4..................................................................... 3,592.12
Week 5..................................................................... 7,278.21
Thrivent Choice ............................................................. 0.00
Checking Interest........................................................... 6.78
Total ................................................... $27,120.01
2021 Year-to-Date Total: ............... $223,206.81

Checking Account Balance, 10/01/21

$161,679.28

Plus Income
Less Expense
Plus Interest
Plus transf. from LCEF

$ 27,113.23
(41,466.36)
6.78
0.00
(14,346.35)
Checking Account Balance, 10/31/21 $147,332.93
LCEF Steward Account Balance 10/01/21
Plus Transfers In
$0.00
Less Transfers Out
0.00
Plus Interest
0.02
0.02
LCEF Steward Account Balance 10/31/21
Dedicated Funds
Social Ministries
Building Fund
Designated Memorials
Undesignated Memorials
Dedicated Accounts
Outside Purposes
National Youth Gathering
World Missions
Capital Improvement
Total All Obligated Funds
Un-obligated Funds

238.07

$238.09

$

.00
9,553.40
14,512.84
0.00
23,584.88
376.81
0.00
0.00
0.00
48,027.93
99,543.09

Total Checking & Savings Funds

147,571.02

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:

All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays. All
information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 10 am on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is pub-

:

lished monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108. Contact us Phone 712-239-1575; ; email — Pastor Travis:
Rev.Travis@hotmail.com Pastor Freudenburg: Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/
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Mercy Meals of Siouxland

Our Church Family
Transferred to the Church Triumphant
Cherri Reese
Released
Russ Anderson

Our Members in the Military
Please pray for these members:
• Trisha Hansen Goethring
• Nick Hickman
• Jack Fergen
• Taylor Jones
• Riley McFarland
(If your family has someone
• Cole Barbee
in the Military, call us and we
• Timothy Mingo, Jr. will add their names to the
list - 712-239-1575.)

Book Club
Book Club will be taking December off for the Holidays. They will begin again in January. The Title will
be announced in January Call. From the Book Club
have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Recent Shipments of Fortified Rice/Soy Meals
October 5, 2021—142,560 Mercy Meals in the
Philippines. Grace Ayala with Mt. Moriah Camp in
the Philippines was grateful to receive a container
with lifesaving rice, 142,560 Mercy Meals, blankets,
linens, shoes, folding chairs, cooking pots, ultrasound
machine and children’s PETS (all terrain wheelchairs)
that were unloaded. The rice and Mercy Meals feed
many in their feeding programs along with Bible
verses that are taken home to be shared with families. Praise be to God!
October 7,2021-28,512 Love The Hungry fortified rice meals to Kentucky. Indiana Branch volunteers in Jonesville 28,512 Love the Hungry fortified
rice meals, toys, hygiene supplies, blankets, clothing
and household items. Manna from Heaven in Kentucky was grateful for the food and goods to share
with many families living in poverty.
October 13, 2020-142,560 Mercy Meals to the
Philippines. Pastor Ryan Tormentar with Christian
Missionary Baptist Church on the Island of Negroes
in the Philippines is anxiously waiting for a container
from Norfolk warehouse. The gifts arriving include
142,560 Mercy Meals, Sun Ovens, toys, student
chairs, 175 Christmas Gift Boxes, medical equipment, blankets and shoes to be shared with many
families living in poverty and for their feeding programs.
Mercy Meals of Siouxland relies on the generosity of donors to purchase materials and supplies to
provide fortified rice/soy meals and the Gospel to
hungry and starving children in the U.S. an worldwide. Your donation is used to purchase materials
and supplies to package meals. Praise be to God!

Calvary’s Members at Home
At Brookdale:
Roger & Judy Rentel
At Casa de Paz:
Robert Lacy
At Westwood:
Barbara Kamradt
Tom Winge
At Touchstone:
Bonnie Oldaker

At Orchard Garden,
Valley NE:
Eva Kemp
At Whispering Creek:
Bel Awe
At Regency Square:
Charlie Knecht
At Countryside:
Beth Banks

At Home:
Darius Smith
Sue Weinmann
Mary Lou Broderson
Maryrose McDaniel
Bev Williams

Calvary Lutheran Church
4400 Central St.
Sioux City, IA 51108

2021
Bringing Faith, Hope, & Strength to All Christ’s People

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch
Dear Friend,
“Do you have any candy, Joy?”
Like clockwork, nearly every day I am in my office, just before 11:15 a.m., Brian* stands in my open
door and repeats these words. Brian has been at the
Ranch for about five months, and it took almost
three months for him to find his way to my door. I
don’t keep much candy in my office because I tend to
eat it. In two months of his asking, I think I have had
candy twice. It doesn’t matter. He is not deterred by
the limited success.
I am terminally human. As much as I have the best
job in the world and love the kids who come to the
Ranch, sometimes I am in the middle of something I
think is important when, “Do you have any candy,
Joy?” comes wafting through my door. And I sigh. I
think saying I am bordering on annoyed is overstating
it, but more like, resigned.
But then I take a mental pause.
Working in child welfare and trauma-informed
care for almost 30 years has built that pause into my
brain. “Never ask, ‘What’s wrong with that child. Instead ask, what happened to that child?’”

Brian is highly functioning and really smart, and
also on the autism spectrum. He has problems with
anxiety and depression. He struggles with impulse
control and suicidal tendencies. Because others
lacked understanding of his issues, he experienced
significant trauma. Like every single child who comes
to the Ranch, he craves being really seen and accepted. He needs ongoing reassurance that he matters,
that others are glad he is in this world.
“Do you have any candy, Joy?”
“Nope, Brian. I am still out. How is school going
today?”
“It was OK. Joy, shouldn’t you retire? I think you
look like you should retire.”
“Nope, not yet, Brian. I am just having too much
fun.”
“I don’t get it. You should get some candy.”
“But then I eat it, and that’s a problem. I hope
you have a good rest of the day. Thanks for stopping
by.”
And we both go back to our days. Me to ponder
what it means to, “look like you should retire,” and
him to get ever closer to healing and becoming his
best self. Please pray for our staff and kids,
In His love,
Joy Ryan, President/CEO

