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FEBRUARY

Calvary Call

Dr. Micah Parker– Sunday, February 27, 2022 @1pm

Dr. Micah Parker Founder of Trust
Guys Ministries will be visiting us on
February 27 @ 1pm with a message of
getting through extraordinary times by
trusting in Jesus and God to guide us
through the storms.
"GOD BLESSED ME
with an unexpected and incredible
adversity that helped shape his original message. My personal testimony is
about how to truly trust Jesus Christ
with your entire life, regardless of the
circumstances. After taping a chapel
service I did at Concordia University
NE about my experience, I mailed the
recording to friends and family who
were praying for me. That talk was
taken to church or given to friends
who were also dealing with an adversity. People heard the tape and asked
me to come tell more of the story. When people would ask me to
come back and speak, I'd respond
with, "You heard my story; that's all
I've got." As a result, I developed

many more talks. That was
over 22 years ago. Since then,
I've been blessed to speak in
30 different states and Canada
to over 650 groups, ranging
from ONE to 30,000. I've spoken in huge arenas, for Christian companies, large educator's and administrator's conferences, state/district/national
youth gatherings, at countless
churches and schools, in a cow
pasture, and in prison; each
has been a blessing! "
The Mission:
1) Share how God can use an ordinary man to get through extraordinary circumstances.
2) Motivate with humor and Biblical
truth towards action in a relationship
with Jesus.
3) Equip Christians of all ages to glorify God despite the challenges of this
world.
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Calvary Youth Coming Events:
Super Bowl Subs
Order your Super Bowl sub by Wednesday, February
9 for pick up on February 13. Order forms are in the
Friendship Room. One Sandwich per order form,
please.
Attention! All Youth: you are asked to please come
to the Calvary Parish Hall on Saturday, February 12 at
1pm to assemble the sandwich orders for pick up on
Sunday, February 13. Thank you!
Pick up your Super Bowl Subs ! Subs will be available for pickup on Sunday, February 13th after each
service. All the proceeds will go towards the 2022
district gatherings and the 2022 National Youth Gathering.
Tubing Time
Speed, Thrills, Laughter and fun with your friends.
Tubing at Cone Park is where it’s happening..

Thursday, February 17, from 6pm-9pm. Show up at
the hill if you’re interested. Tickets will be $7.00.
Bring money for drinks and snacks.

Lock in
There is a lock in coming up in March. Stay tuned for more information.

Musketeer’s Game
In March or April we will be attending a Muskies Game. Be ready to root for your
favorite team. Which is the Muskies, of course.
WNAC Youth Group: Youth in grades 9-12 meet for fellowship on Wednesday
evenings 5:30-6:45 pm. See YOU in the CAVE!!
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Pastor Travis Message
Being Like Jesus:
A few years ago, I had a teacher ask me to draw a
tree. It sounds like a simple task, but when you put
colored pencils to paper, I found it much harder. So,
I looked out the window and saw our big White Oak
tree in our back yard in Adrian Michigan. Then I copied what I saw. My tree was not perfect, but imagine
how much worse it would have been without a model.
Jesus came to earth to save us, but now that we
are saved by Him, he gives us his life to model. Admittedly, it is tough to copy someone you can’t physically see and only read, so how do we do it? The
Apostle Paul has the answer: “Follow my example, as
I follow the example of Christ.”
Paul’s example was Jesus himself. In Galatians 1,
Paul describes his training. Did Paul simply know all
the scriptures by heart or did Jesus mysteriously appear to him during his three years in Arabia? “But
when God, who set me apart from my mother’s
womb and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to
reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him
among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not
to consult any human being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was,
but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus.
18 Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to
get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days.” Paul’s point is that he learned from Jesus
himself!” Notice the word, “Consult.” Paul did not
consult with humans but with Jesus himself!
In Paul’s own words he writes about the Lord’s
Supper, “For I received from the Lord what I also
passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was
betrayed, took bread…” (1 Corinthians 11:1) Paul
speaks of the resurrection, “For what I received I
passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he
was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to
Cephas, and then to the Twelve.” (1 Corinthians 15:3
-5).
The point of this article is simple, you might not
be able to walk with Jesus physically on earth, but you
can learn from those who have learned from Jesus

first! People like Paul and for that matter disciples of
Paul including good Christians that have learned the
scriptures and have learned from other Christians in
their own life.
A little warning: Don’t just follow blindly the example of your leader, it is okay to check that they are
following the example of the scriptures. Otherwise,
people in the past have fallen for spiritual sounding
leaders like, David Koresh (The Cult leader of the
Branch Davidians) or Joseph Smith (Mormons).
It is good to have someone to whom you can imitate or mimic. I have always found it easier to copy
someone else than to read and sometimes misunderstand an instruction manual. The manual is always
right, but having someone else show it in practice
makes it that much easier. The Being Challenge involves, studying scripture, and committing to community for a reason. The reason is so that we can grow
as disciples under others in the community and ultimately under Jesus himself.
What did Paul do that was so copyable? Consider
the following passage and you tell me! “Even if I
should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so
no one will think more of me than is warranted by
what I do or say, 7 or because of these surpassingly
great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me
from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three
times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on
me.” (II Corinthians 12:6-9) How can you imitate
Paul? How can you imitate me? How can you imitate
other Christians?
In Christ, Pastor Travis
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BIG NEWS! Jaseph Uruguay Updates
BIG NEWS TO SHARE!
Shortly before Christmas we received word that
we have been "green lit" for deployment and plan to
head into this two-step transition in February 2022.
We will dedicate time in the Dominican Republic
(regional headquarters for Latin America and the Caribbean) to intensive language study and regional orientation. After a few months we will then leave for
Montevideo, Uruguay. This is exciting news and we
are thrilled to share it with all of you who have been
and continue to pray for and financially partner with
us to make our work possible! THANK YOU to
each of you who have been the Lord's instrument to
help us make it to this point. We could not do this
work without a support system like you, and we're
excited to share more specifics soon.
A NEW SEASON
As we prepare for the first stage of our departure
to the Dominican Republic and eventually, Uruguay,
there are many emotions associated with this exciting
time. You might be able to think of some of them:
relief, joy, excitement, curiosity, uncertainty. These
are part of most big moves or career shifts. But
sometimes sadness, anxiety, or frustration can affect
missionaries as they prepare to deploy, even as they
affect all Christians throughout seasons of life. We
face sadness as we tell our loved ones that we are
relocating for the foreseeable future, quite far away,
in places where some may never be able to visit us.
We deal with frustration when our expectations and
those of others may not be clearly communicated.
We work through anxieties about the moving process, the timeline, and what to pack, among others,
and take them to the Lord in prayer. We rely on our
team of colleagues on the field, and our supporters
(like you!) in the United States who are our colleagues in mission and in prayer.
Preparing to move to establish a new home and
begin integration in our target culture and country
are exciting but tinged with difficulties this side of
heaven. Missionaries are sinful people, not superheroes, and going with the Gospel across linguistic, geographic, and cultural borders is an impossible endeavor for us.
But not for God.

We've been "green lit"!
God has given us His Word, given us His promises
fulfilled in His Son, and called us to this work. He is
always faithful, even when we struggle. Thank you for
your faithful prayers for us as we prepare to follow
the Lord into something new! We’re blessed to have
you as companions on this journey.
A CHALLENGE FOR YOU
Being "green-lit" means that God's people have
been so generous as to help us reach at least 75% of
our total funding goal for the first 2 years of service.
This does not mean that we're not looking for more
partners, though!
If you have not already adopted a missionary or
missionary family for 2022 through long-term committed support, we encourage you to prayerfully consider this opportunity and join us. As a family, we are
excited to support two other missionary families on a
monthly basis, and we are grateful for a few fellow
missionaries who have done the same for us. Becoming a Mission Sender is a great way to stay connected
in a personal way with specific missionaries and their
work! We currently are blessed with 19 recurring
donors through the Mission Senders program and before deploying in February we would love to double
this team.
Whether you are able to commit $5, $10, $50, or
another amount each month, this type of giving will
help sustain our work into the future. Please prayerfully consider this, check out info about Mission Senders here, and let us know if you have any questions!

Pastor Freudenburgs Message-Cultivating Gratitude
I’m not particularly good about writing thankyou cards in a timely fashion. Some of you probably know that already. It is not, of course, that I
don’t want to write them. I do, but it is an onoccasion task that is not yet baked into my weekly routines. But perhaps that should not be the
case. Instead of writing thank-you cards only on
occasion, perhaps we should make expressing
gratitude a habit – a weekly, or even daily habit.
A Harvard Health article from August 2021 states
this:
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deceived.” Paul was one who knew what it meant
to suffer for the Gospel, in ways most of us can
hardly imagined – imprisoned, beaten, mocked,
and scorned for carrying the Good News of Jesus
to the world.

And yet, Paul continually showed gratitude. In
nearly every letter, he gave thanks for the
churches to which he was writing. The same
Apostle who detailed his sufferings and persecutions would also write these words: “Rejoice in
the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” Why
Two psychologists, Dr. Robert A. Emmons should we be grateful and rejoice? Because of
of the University of California, Davis, and Dr. what the Lord has done. No matter what hapMichael E. McCullough of the University of
pens, we belong to Jesus – we are His, He has
Miami, have done much of the research on
claimed us as His own in Baptism, and nothing
gratitude. In one study, they asked all partici- can take that away from you. Yes, look at all
pants to write a few sentences each week,
things realistically – there is suffering and persefocusing on particular topics.
cution in life – but also look at everything joyfully
and with gratitude, for Christ has triumphed over
One group wrote about things they were
sin and death, and you are His.
grateful for that had occurred during the
week. A second group wrote about daily irri- In Christ,
tations or things that had displeased them,
and the third wrote about events that had af- Pastor Freudenburg
fected them (with no emphasis on them being positive or negative). After 10 weeks,
those who wrote about gratitude were more
optimistic and felt better about their lives.
Surprisingly, they also exercised more and
had fewer visits to physicians than those who
focused on sources of aggravation.

The question is, in part, what do you choose
to focus on – the ‘daily irritations’ or the things for
which you are grateful. We would likely all be better off in some sense– happier, less irritable - if
we cultivated gratitude by making it a habit and
then making that habit concrete by writing down
those things for which we are grateful.
But none of this really gets at the heart of the
matter. Why should we be grateful? There are,
after all, numerous problems in our lives. Then
there are the specific ways in which being a
Christian can cause suffering and persecution. In
2 Timothy 3:12-13, Paul writes, “Indeed, all who
desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted, while evil people and impostors will
go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being
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LCMS 101 classes
Do you want to learn more about the Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod? Do
you want to become a member of Calvary Lutheran Church? Do you want to refresh your Confirmation lessons from long ago? The class would meet once a
week at a to be determined time and day. Each class is about 1 hour long and
meets for 10 sessions. If interested please contact Pastor Freudenburg at 712-239
-1575

Happy Birthday to all our
February members !!

Calv a r y Cal l
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Worship Assistants—February 2022
Elders: James Anderson, Denny Barto, Brad Cale, Dave Clausen, Brian Hickman,
Kent Kilstrom, Jim Torgerson, James Williams
Acolytes:
Sunday, February 6:
8am:
Acolyte:
10:30am:
Acolyte:
Wednesday, February 9:
7pm:
Acolytes:
Sunday, February 13:
8am:
Acolyte:
10:30am:
Acolyte:
Wednesday, February 16:
Sunday, February 20:
Wednesday, February 23

Sunday, February 27

Chancel Guild:
Wednesday, February 2:
Sunday, February 6:
Wednesday, February 9:
Sunday, February 20:
Wednesday, February 23:

7pm
8 am
10:30am
7pm

8am
10:30am

Acolytes:
Acolyte:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Torches:
Book:
Cross & Banner:
Acolytes:
Acolytes:
Projector:

Diana Lahrs & Julie Clayton
Joan Mansfield & Teri Mevius
Penny Hofer & Vicky Boddy
Ramona Mehrer & Carol Casotti
Julie Barto & Lorraine Anderson

Thank You!
HUGS Tree & Reverse Advent Baskets
Calvary’s Social Ministries Committee met to separate and sort all items donated through the “Reverse
Advent Basket” project. Thanks to the generosity of
Calvary’s members, we were able to deliver donated
items to four different agencies in Siouxland. We
provided boxes of items to the Soup Kitchen, Safe
Place, Warming Shelter and Community Action
Agency of Siouxland. The volunteers receiving the

items were very grateful. The items donated to the
H.U.G.S. Tree were donated in back packs (just in
time for the cold weather) to Leeds Elementary and
Hunt School. Thanks to everyone who donated.
Your generosity is very much appreciated.

Cal v a r y Cal l
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Church Calendar - February
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

1:00pm Masked
Service w/HC
5:30 pm WNAC
7:00 pm Worship
w/HC

10:00am Bible
Class

7pm Gospel Mission
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

7:00pm Deborah
Circle
7pm Council
Meeting

6
8:00am Worship
w/HC
9:15am Sunday
School, Bible
Class-Being
ChallengePrioritizing
Prayer
10:30am Worship w/HC

7
Pastor Travis
Family Day

8
5:30pm Education
6:30pm Outreach

9
3:00pm Casa de
Paz
5:30 pm WNAC
7:00 pm Worship
w/HC

10
10:00am Bible
Class
10:30am Northern Hills
5:00pm Youth
Board

11
7pm Valentines
Dinner

12

13
8:00am Worship
9:15am Sunday
School, Bible
Class-Being
ChallengeSeeking Solitude
10:30am Worship
Sub Pickup
after each service

14
Pastor Travis
Family Day

15
6:15pm worship
& Music
7:00pm Elders
7:00pm Ruth
Circle

16
1:00pm Masked
Service w/HC
5:30 pm WNAC
7:00 pm Worship

17

18
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

19

20
8:00am Worship
w/HC
9:15am Sunday
School, Bible
Class-Being
Challenge–
Choosing
Church
10:30am Worship w/HC

21
Pastor Travis
Family Day

22

23
5:30 pm WNAC
7:00 pm Worship
w/HC

24
10:00am Bible
Class
6:30pm CLWL

25
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

26
8:30am &
10:30am Mercy
Meals at Faith
Lutheran Church

27
8:00am Worship
9:15am Sunday
School, Bible
Class, Bells
10:30am Worship
Noon-Dr Micah
Parker Speaking and Outreach Meal.

28
Pastor Travis
Family Day

Valentines Day

Ash Wednesday
March 2nd

10:00am Bible
Class
11:30am Book
Club
6pm-9pm tubing
at Cone Park

Superbowl Sub
Sandwich Assembly

Calv a r y Cal l
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Be the One to Make a Difference by Ellie Menz
Be the One to Make a Difference One
can make a big difference! In the case of the
only Christian float in the famous Rose Parade, one float has made a huge difference.
For many years, it has been the only Christian float. That Christian float has brought
4,000-5,000 Petal Pusher volunteers together
to be part of decorating it and others. Other
floats are decorated by the Petal Pushers and
that pays for the expense of the flowers for
the Lutheran Hour float. It’s a unique way of
making it happen. What is the result? Millions
of people throughout the world see the message of the love of Jesus.
January 2003 was the first year I took a
team to decorate the floats and be part of
the excitement and unique experience. Volunteering to decorate floats allows us to see and work
behind the scenes of this phenomenal undertaking. Completing the decorating of a float is an awesome task because every inch of the float must be covered by materials
that are or have been alive. IOWAY teams of 22 to 38
have been involved each of the past 19 years except for
2020 when the parade was cancelled. A huge thank you to
Patti Anderson, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Farnhamville for her leadership of the 2022 trip in California. I
planned and organized the details and directed through
Zoom presentations and texts. Patti, with her amazing
leadership skills, was the “feet on the ground.” We made a
great team!
For many years, the IOWAY team has also been part
of a service project. We have worked at many Lutheran
churches in Tijuana Mexico with Melissa Salomon. Other
years, we have made a big impact for a day at the Union
Rescue Mission where there are 7,000-8,000 homeless
people. This year, we went a new direction. We worked
with LOT318 in Placentia, California which was a great
experience for our team. Our team is excited to support
LOT318 with donations that will purchase a computer lab
which will be used by the students and their parents in the
Community Center. 2022 Pasadena team with Letty from
LOT318 Ellie Menz IOWAY Director / Disaster Response
Coordinator 807 W. South, Jefferson, IA 50129 ellie@iowadistrictwest.org 515-370-1159
Following are some comments from our team about
the December 28-January 4 adventure. Matt Warnke: This
was a fantastic trip. It is the third time that we have been
able to attend. The Lutheran Hour float is a great witness
to all who see it. But not only is the float a witness, we
had numerous opportunities to share about Jesus. Several
people saw our similar sweatshirts and asked what we

were doing or who we were. I also enjoyed Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church, where our group almost doubled
their normal attendance. We were like family as we worshipped with them. Kim Warnke: Our mission project this
year included doing mission work for LOT318 (Loving
Others in Truth; 1 John 3:18). Our group was there to
support students in the Homework Club; others in our
group scraped and washed windows at the Gomez Community Center being utilized by LOT318. I was so happy
to see how LOT318 was supporting the students through
what they have to offer: Homework Club, Summer Programs, College and Career Planning, Internships, Bike
Club, etc.
Twenty years ago, gangs had taken over the area
where we worked with the children, and it has changed
for the better. The gangs are gone from the area, and
there is now great hope in this community with the help of
LOT318. Loralee Fink: It was fun to meet the different
people who worked on the floats. Dick Gast was so appreciative of us hard working Midwest Iowa people and
made us feel very welcome. I also appreciated the friendliness of the people who saved our parade seats all night so
that we could enjoy our ring-side seats on Colorado
Boulevard.
Letty, the leader at Lot318 made quite an impression
on me. She was so interesting and enthusiastic on wanting
to make a change in the lives of the children who came
there. I enjoyed working with the children and telling them
about the beads on the Jesus bracelets and what they
meant. To sum it up, the Lutheran Hour float made a difference, the IOWAY Petal Pushers made a difference, and
Letty at LOT318 is making a major difference. I encourage
you to be the one who makes a difference in your world.
Ellie Menz 515-370-1159 ellie@iowadistrictwest
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From Lutherans for Life

Altar Flowers

“The Church can become a place of belonging for
everyone. As much as a person feels invisible in their
loneliness, the church has a place for them. Your
Church can be a place where each person finds they
are indispensable to the body of Christ.” Mona Fuerstenau – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

Commemorate a special occasion or remember a
loved one by providing altar flowers for the worship
services in 2020. Sign your name to the poster in the
Friendship Room or call the church office at 712-2391575, and we will order a bouquet from A Step in
Thyme Flower Shop for a cost of $45.40. If you prefer to provide your own flowers, please let the office
know at least one week before your date. We can
accommodate up to 2 bouquets each week. Thank
you for adding to our services with flowers.

Finance Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense

Income Received for December, 2021
Envelopes ............................................................ $27,805.53
Plate...............................................................................898.20
YTD Envelope & Plate Total: ........ $ 276,580.60
Sunday School Missions .............................................. 25.00
Building Fund ................................................................. 75.00
Birthday Scholarships ................................................166.00
Flowers, Altar & Poinsettias ....................................205.00
Main Street Ministry ..................................................150.00
WNAC ............................................................................. 0.00
Miscellaneous ................................................................ 24.00
Thrivent Choice .........................................................134.00
National Youth Gathering ................................... 1,620.00
Parish Hall Use ............................................................. 50.00
Pastor’s Special Account ..........................................582.00
Total ...................................................... $3,031.00
Deposits:
Week 1................................................................. $ 6,846.92
Week 2..................................................................... 4,232.47
Week 3................................................................... 11,357.27
Week 4................................................................... 11,744.07
Week 5– 31-Dec.21 .............................................. 5,755.00
Thrivent Choice ............................................................. 0.00
Interest ............................................................................. 6.58
Total ................................................... $43,471.89

2021 Year-to-Date Total: ............... $289,395.30

December, 2021—
Checking Account Balance, 12/01/21
$39,935.73
(30,381.32)
6.58
0.00
$9,560.99
Checking Account Balance, 12/31/21

$ 147,976.43

Plus Income
Less Expense
Plus Interest
Plus transf. from LCEF

$ 157,537.42

LCEF Steward Account Balance 12/01/21
Plus Transfers In
$0.00
Less Transfers Out
0.00
Plus Interest
0.02

$ 214.16

LCEF Steward Account Balance 12/31/21

$ 214.18

Dedicated Funds
Social Ministries
Building Fund
Designated Memorials
Undesignated Memorials
Dedicated Accounts
Outside Purposes
National Youth Gathering
World Missions
Capital Improvement
Total All Obligated Funds
Un-obligated Funds

$

0.00
9,331.62
13,297.72
1,000.00
21,581.47
376.81
0.00
0.00
0.00
$45,587.62
112,163.98

Total Checking & Savings Funds

$ 157,751.60

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:

All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays. All
information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 10 am on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is pub-

:

lished monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108. Contact us Phone 712-239-1575; ; email — Pastor Travis:
Rev.Travis@hotmail.com; Pastor Freudenburg: Rev.Freudenburg@ gmail.com; Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face bookhttp://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds
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Our Church Family

Our Members in the Military

Baptized
Nicole Steck
Brooklyn Anderson
Camryn Anderson
Madison Anderson

Please pray for these members:
• Trisha Hansen Goethring
• Nick Hickman
• Jack Fergen
• Taylor Jones
• Riley McFarland
• Cole Barbee
• Timothy Mingo, Jr.
• Colbie Larson
• Collen Larson

Adult Confirmation
Nicole Steck
Entered the Church Triumphant
Tom Winge

(If your family has someone in the Military, call us and we
will add their names to the list - 712-239-1575.)

Book Club

Lutheran Humor

February, 17th at 11:30am join the Book Club for
lunch and discussion. This months book is The
Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom.
What would happen if we called on God for help and
God actually appeared? In Mitch Albom’s profound
new novel of hope and faith, a group of shipwrecked
passengers pull a strange man from
the sea. He claims to be “the Lord.”
And he says he can only save them if
they all believe in him.

Lutherans ...
• believe in prayer, but would practically die if
asked to pray out loud.
• like to sing, except when confronted with a new
hymn or a hymn with more than four stanzas.
• believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they don't notify them that they are
there.
• usually follow the official liturgy and will feel
it is their way of suffering for their sins.
• feel that applauding for the children's
choirs would make the kids too proud and conceited.

Calvary’s Members at Home
At Brookdale:
Roger & Judy R
At Casa de Paz:
Robert L
At Westwood:
Barbara K
At Touchstone:
Bonnie O

At Orchard Garden,
Valley NE:
Eva K
At Whispering Creek:
Bel A
At Regency Square:
Charlie K
At Countryside:
Beth B

At Home:
Darius S
Sue W
Mary Lou B
Maryrose M
Bev W

Non-Profit Organization
US Postage Paid
Permit No. 886
Sioux City IA
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Like us on Facebook - http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds

Bringing Faith, Hope, & Strength to All Christ's People

Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President- Love Your Neighbor
In our world today, we could all grow in loving
our neighbor. It seems fairly common in our culture
to find delight in pointing out the shortcomings of
others, blaming one another, speaking poorly of
someone with an opposing view, and stereotyping
people. What is missing today? Love! What does loving your neighbor look like? God’s Word is full of
scriptures that give us direction.
I’ve listed only four of the many Bible verses that
speak about love for our consideration. • 1 Corinthians 14:4-8a — “Love is patient, love is kind. It does
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails.” • 1 John 3:18 — “Dear
children, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.” • Proverbs 10:12 —
“Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over all
wrongs.” • 1 Peter 4:8 — “Above all, love each other
deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.”
Recently, I had a conversation with someone who

said Christians should really try
to “out love” people. Can you
imagine what that would look
like? Our culture would look
very different if we found delight in pointing out all
the best qualities in each other, if we spoke positively
of others that had differing opinions, and if we defended and spoke well of our neighbor.
How are you doing at loving your neighbor? Are
you patient, kind, not self-seeking? Do you refrain
from keeping a record of wrongs? Do you love not
only with words but also with your actions? Do you
care for your neighbor? Do you take the time to help
where there’s a need? Are you modeling this for your
children and grandchildren, so they learn the importance of loving their neighbor?
There is no greater example of love than what
God has done for us. In God’s Word, we are shown
through the life and death of Jesus what it means to
love others first. We love because God first loved us.
May we all consider the great love God has lavished
on us and with His help may we love our neighbor
how Jesus loves us.

