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January 2021

Pastor Travis’s Message
Dear Family and Friends of Calvary Lutheran Church,
2020, what can I say? If nothing else, 2020 was God’s year to encourage all of us to fully rely on him. God is the king of the universe, more
sovereign than any political candidate or governing official (Romans
13). God created the human body from dust and has the ability when and
where he wills to bring healing. I prayed for and saw God’s answer through
healing numerous times in 2020 especially when doctors said there was no
hope. Does he use means of doctors, nurses, labs, and moms with BandAids to assist healing? Sure, God does so as part of His infinite wisdom. Yet, God chose not to bring a total end to the groaning of creation by
eliminating the consequences of sin. After all, if God eliminated the groaning of creation, we would no longer long expectantly for the long-awaited day
he comes to make all things new (See Romans 8:18-21).
Instead, our God chose to be approachable. “Jesus was presented
first in a manger”, “Venerable Bede writes of the manger. “He was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities. It should be carefully noted that the sign given of the Saviour’s birth is not a child enfolded in
Tyrian purple, but one wrapped round with rough pieces of cloth; he is not to
be found in an ornate golden bed, but in a manger. The meaning of this is
that he did not merely take upon himself our lowly mortality, but for our
sakes took upon himself the clothing of the poor. Though he was rich, yet
for our sake he became poor, so that by his poverty we might become rich;
though he was Lord of heaven, he became a poor man on earth, to teach
those who lived on earth that by poverty of spirit they might win the kingdom
of heaven.”
Consider that in 2021 Jesus continues to be approachable in prayer,
in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of sins. He is approachable through
his word and through His people in the church. Each of us are his body
through which he works even during this world which groans. While the
world groans, we serve one another and bring Jesus to each other.
In the meantime, we pray, “Come Lord Jesus,” no matter what 2021
brings and we unswervingly continue to love God and our neighbor as people filled with wisdom from the Word of God and the Sacraments (Revelation
22:20; Psalm 1).
The Ethics of the Corona Virus Vaccine
When we decide about whether something is right or wrong, it is always wise to consult the Scriptures and pray. For example, the question
might be asked: is it wrong to not go to church and if so are all of our nursing home residents going to hell? Answer: Hebrews 10:24-25: “Do not give
up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but spur one another
on to love and good works although the more as the day of the LORD draws
near.” Yet, God answers the nursing home question (continued on page 3)
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Calvary Youth Coming Events:
YOUTH FROM CALVARY IN SIOUX CITY COME FOR EVENING PROGRAM!
It truly was a wonderful evening to welcome
WNAC will resome of the NOT NORMAL youth and parents
sume on January
from Calvary Lutheran Church and Faith Luther- 6th at 5:30pm.
an Church in Sioux City, Iowa. Rev. James Travis
was able to record the story of the visit, and Rev.
Charles Horkey and his dear wife were also able
to come. The youth were excellent in their interest and participation.
It was a “first time” visit for several of them,
while others had been here previously, but they
wanted to come back! The entire group enjoyed
the Lord’s Creation Theater and the Barn Museum. Their final stop was the wayside prayer
chapel. The group is pictured in the Creation
Theater, and some of the youth in the barn with
special items from “all over the world.” I know it
was an evening that the youth AND ADULTS will
never forget!

Golden Age
It is with great regret that Golden Age has decided to disband. Due to the virus and shutdown
they have been unable to meet for most of 2020.
They met for many years at Calvary, but due to
decreasing membership in the past few years had
elected to meet at Heritage Center. They would
gather at Calvary, play cards, have potluck, swap
stories and share memories. The remaining funds
have been disbursed to the Cookie Walk and
Building Fund.
Thank you for all the good times.

Many Ways to Give Year Round:
Blessing Box: There are many families in Sioux City who are in need of food all through the year, and as
the holidays approach, there will be even more who will need help. We appreciate all that you do to provide
for these families throughout the year and ask that you bring donations of non-perishable boxed and canned
goods to church and place them in the box in the Friendship Room. (Be sure to check the expiration date on
your items. We cannot use food that has “expired.”) Thank you for all that you do to help us meet the
needs of our neighbors.
Serve at the Soup Kitchen: Youth and Adults are welcome to serve at the Sioux City Soup Kitchen. Call
the Soup Kitchen at 712-258-0027 to check on a time and date that they need your help.
CLWL Circles projects: Talk to Calvary’s Circle members about giving to the Crittenton Center, Ronald
McDonald House, Lutheran World Relief, and other mission projects they support. Circle Chairpersons:
Carol Casotti and Dee Clausen.
Missionaries: Donate to support the mission work of The Sharpe Family and Iantha Scheiwe.
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Pastor Travis’s Message
(Continued from page 1)

and others in James 5:14-16: “Is any one of you
sick? He should call the elders of the church to
pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name
of the LORD…” There are other caveats we
could discuss, but you get the idea.
The same is true with a vaccine. We
have a couple of scripture passages, “You shall
not murder.” “You shall not steal.” “You shall
have no other gods before me.” You might laugh
and question how these passages are relevant,
but in the context of ethics the basic commandments govern all which is right and wrong. For
example, in Christian ethics doing something evil
so that good will result is always condemned. For example, you don’t murder someone so that you can harvest their kidney so that
another human that is better can live. This would
be both murder and stealing. Sometimes, there
is no solution and it is God’s will that there is no
kidney to keep the person alive.
This article is going to make medical ethics in vaccines very simple, so if you would like to
read more, please consult the Charlotte Lozer
Institute, the Gospel Coalition, and Dr. Wong
from PDCnet who argues against some practices
of many vaccine makers. Both sides deserve to
be heard.
Before going into ethical issues, the principles of vaccines themselves are good and ethical! After testing on animals and if proven, tested
in humans, vaccines are used on the larger population. There are no problems as long as no human life was deliberately taken to put into the
vaccine or careless testing of the vaccine.
Yet, some vaccine makers add some
questionable steps into their vaccine process. Some use fetal kidney cells (cells from an
unborn baby) and use them to test the vaccine to
see if an immune response is created. Still other
companies take fetal cells and make the vaccine
out of them. A first reaction to this would be using babies which were aborted to create a vaccine and obviously this would be wrong and unethical. By the way, using babies from abortions
for testing was made illegal by President George
W. Bush, on August 9, 2001, making an ethical
decision that the federal government could not
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use money to experiment on stem cells from fetal
embryos other than the two that were already established.
To summarize a couple papers on the
ethical and nonethical use of embryonic stem
cells for vaccine trials: Imagine that a man was
murdered, hit by a car, or even died a natural
death. Most everyone feels in this situation it is
okay for the family to say, “We would like to donate the body for science or that the organs may
be used to help someone else.” This happened
to a baby in 1972. The unborn baby’s, his/her kidney cells were harvested and reproduced. They
are still being reproduced. No one alive today
seems to know whether this baby was aborted or
suffered from a miscarriage. The baby was from
the Netherlands. Biblical Christians agree that no
baby should be deliberately aborted so that the
remains can be used to save lives. Keep in mind
no treatment has successfully used fetal tissue
(i.e. stem cells) to save lives. Instead, hundreds
of therapies have been discovered with adult
stem cells (This is ethical and the subject of another article. Adult stem cells come from healthy
living people that are not killed when harvested.) Likewise, we also agree that we should not
say, “Well, this baby was aborted let’s use the
remains for medicine.” We do not want to encourage deliberate abortions because they are
tragic as it is. Even though it might technically be
ethical to use such remains of babies for testing
as the Catholic Bishops have assured, it gives
the impression that abortion is somehow good
use of an evil situation. Plus, why use these
abortion lines when there are many noncontroversial alternatives, like cells from miscarriage,
etc. Did you know: Most COVID-19 vaccines do
not use fetal cells for production; several used
abortion-derived cell lines in testing; experts Urge
all vaccine developers to use noncontroversial
alternatives.
What this article comes down to is
this. Pfizer and Moderna did not use the fetal cell
lines in making of the vaccine. However, AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson, Altimmune did use
them in the production (See fetal line fact
sheet). On the other hand, Pfizer and Moderna
may have used these fetal cells in their testing
phase to see if the vaccine worked. Other companies outside the USA did not even do this
(Continued on page 11)
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J anu ar y 2 0 2 1

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
New Years Day
Office closed

2

3
8:00
&10:30am
Worship w/HC
9:15am Sunday School,
Bible Class,
Bells

4
Pastor Travis
Family Day

5
5:30pm Education
7:00pm Deborah
Circle

6
9:30am Pheasant Acres
1:00pm Worship
w/HC
5:30pm WNAC
7:00pm Worship
w/HC

7
10:00am Bible
Study
6:00pm Stewardship
7:00pm Grief
Share

8
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

9

10
8:00
&10:30am
Worship
9:15am Sunday School,
Bible Class,
Bells

11
Pastor Travis
Family Day

12
9:00am Circuit
Hawarden
6:30pm Outreach
7:00pm Trustees

13
9:30am Pheasant Acres
1:00pm Worship
w/HC
5:30pm WNAC
7:00pm Worship
w/HC

14
10:00am Bible
Study
5:00pm Youth
Board
7:00pm Grief
Share

15
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

16

17
8:00
&10:30am
Worship w/HC
9:15am Sunday School,
Bible Class,
Bells

18
Pastor Travis
Family Day

19
6:15pm Worship
& Music
7:00pm Elders
7:00pm Ruth
Circle

20
9:30am Pheasant Acres
1:00pm Worship
w/HC
5:30pm WNAC
7:00pm Worship

21
10:00am Bible
Study
11:30 am Book
Club
7:00pm Grief
Share

22
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

23
9:00am Mercy Meals
@ Faith Lutheran

24
8:00 &
10:30am Worship
9:15am Sunday School,
Bible Class,
Bells

25
Pastor Travis
Family Day

26
7:00pm Church
Council

27
9:30am Pheasant Acres
1:00pm Worship
w/HC
5:30pm WNAC
7:00pm Worship

28
10:00am Bible
Study
6:30pm CLWL
Board
7:00pm Grief
Share

29
Pastor
Freudenburg
Family Day

30

31
8:00
&10:30am
Worship w/HC
9:15am Sunday School,
Bible Class,
Bells
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Pastor Freudenburg’s Message
A New Year in God’s Word
Brothers and sisters in Christ,
Can you remember what you had for dinner on
Christmas Eve? What about Christmas Day, or
New Year’s Eve, or even New Year’s Day? If you
are like me, you might be able to recall what you
had for lunch or supper on any of these days. But
do you remember what you had for breakfast on
December 14th? What about lunch on November
22nd? Supper on October 10th? I cannot even
begin to recall anything that I ate on those days.
Even though I cannot remember exactly what I
ate on those days, the food I consumed clearly
played an important role in nourishing me and in
keeping me alive. Especially if I ate well on those
days, that food contributed to my physical health,
even though I do not remember it.
We may, at times, wonder why it is necessary
for us to continue to read God’s Word or attend
church. After all, we already know the basics of
God’s story, that He created the world by His
Word, that he redeemed the world in his son Jesus Christ, and that Christ will return again to set
all things new. So why should we continue to
read our Bibles and continue to attend church?
The Old Testament book of Ezekiel describes
God’s Word as something that Ezekiel eats: “And
he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you
find here. Eat this scroll, and go, speak to the
house of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and he
gave me this scroll to eat. And he said to me,
“Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I
give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate
it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.” (Ezekiel 3:1-3). Ezekiel was to receive and
consume God’s Word so that he could speak it to
the people of Israel, and they in turn could also
receive and consume God’s Word.
In our tradition, the Collect for the Word (a
prayer for hearing and receiving God’s Word) also describes God’s Word as something we eat,
that which we ‘digest’: “Blessed Lord, who
caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark,

learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.”
Although this has now been changed to read
‘take it to heart’ instead of ‘inwardly digest,’ the
truth remains that we must, in a very real sense,
‘digest’ and think seriously about God’s Word,
reading it carefully and thinking through what it
meant for its original hearers and what it means
for us today.
We may not always remember what the sermon was about several Sundays ago. We may
not always recall what we read in our devotions
last week. But that daily consumption (reading or
hearing) of God’s Word is as necessary to sustain our spiritual health as eating food is necessary to sustain our physical health. In 2021, whatever other resolutions you make, resolve to ‘eat’
the food of God’s Word regularly. God wants to
feed you through His Word. Take up and read!
In Christ,
Pastor Freudenburg
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Worship Assistants for January 2021
Elders:
James Anderson, Denny Barto, Brad Cale, Dave Clausen, Brian Hickman,
Kent Kilstrom, Jim Torgerson, James Williams
Chancel Guild:
Sunday, January 3; 8 & 10:30am-Annalie Schoop & Nancy Harrison
Wednesday, January 6; 7pm-Sharilyn Steck & Rhonda Hageman
Sunday, January 17; 8 & 10:30am-Joan Mansfield & Teri Mevius
Wednesday, January 20; 7pm-Diana Lahrs & Julie Clayton
Sunday, January 31; 8 & 10:30am– Penny Hofer & Vicky Boddy
Acolytes:
Sunday, January 10: 8am: Acolyte: Elder; Projector: Rick Book
10:30am: Acolytes Madison & Morgan Williams; Projector: Billie Williams, Nick Hand
Wednesday, January 13: Acolyte: Lainee Sitzmann, Porter Bush; Projector: Ettalyn Garcia
Sunday, January 17 8a: Acolyte: AnAleiah & Melissa Valles; Projector: Barb Stolle
10:30am: Acolyte: Evelyn Hansen & Olivia Kunze; Projector: Billie Williams
Wednesday, January 20: Wednesday afternoon– Masked Worship Service: Usher– Addison Weitzel
Wednesday, January 20: 7pm: Acolytes: Piper Kaiser & Adelynn Utech; Projector: Josh Mogenson
Sunday, January 24: 8am: Acolytes: Elder; Projector: Rick Book
10:30am: Acolyte: Jonah Jochum; Projector: Noah Jochum
Wednesday, January 27: Acolytes: chloee Miller & Sophee Miller; Projector: Ettalyn Garcia
Sunday, January 31: 8am: Acolyte: Chance Reinert; Projector: Carley Reinert
10:30am: Acolyte: Ella Palmer & Madison Musselman; Projector: Zach Hand
Note: Check to make sure these times and dates work! Notify the Church office of changes–239-1575. It is the responsibility of the acolyte to switch if you cannot be at the designated service.

Lutherans for Life

Altar Flowers

“God is not just our God or the God of just our
people or just our nation or our congregation or
our denomination or our demographic category or
our tribe or our ethnicity or our language. There is
no justice if it’s just about just us. No, God is the
God of all time and all space and all people. In
Christ, all things hang together. Step into your new
year with this fresh recognition that the Holy Spirit
wants to fill every nook and cranny of your life until
you overflow with God’s everlasting love for everybody.” Pastor John Nunes on The Lutheran Hour – A
Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

Commemorate a special occasion or remember a loved one by providing altar flowers for the
worship services through November of 2021, during
December we decorate with poinsettias. Sign your
name to the poster in the Friendship Room or call
the church office at 712-239-1575 for 2021, and we
will order a bouquet from A Step in Thyme Flower
Shop for a cost of $45.40. Thank you for adding to
our services with flowers.
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11th
12th

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
6th

7th
8th
9 th
10th

James Coughlin
Colin Robertson
Jeffrey Walker
Gwendy Lahrs
Dawn Stankey
Alex Tillo
Matthew Hawkinson
Daniel Musselman
Sandy Ohl
Cora Ruby
Lawrence Williams
Darin Wickey
Addison Zellmer
Chloe Fetterman
Myrna Jones
Jordan Kinney
Todd Comstock
Susan Sembach
Linda Thorson
Jennifer Gengler
Juliana Kilstrom

Alexis Book
Meika Krastel
Kari Livermore
13th Ashley Karrer
Alyk Miller
14th Clint Hansen
16 th Sandra Kunze
April Schomberg
17th Wilma Junck
Kai Robertson
18th Shelly Groetken
19th Ashley Hansen
Michelle Hansen
Liberty Smith
Olivia Zellmer
20th Terri Guy
22nd Marla Junck
MacKenzie Van
Roekel
23rd Mikaela Cale
Isabella Strong
Olivia Stong
24th Susan Funck
Kim Kull
Becca Lahrs
Marsha Pojar
Lauren Streepy
25th Royce Van Roekel
26th Grace Larsen
Chris Pojar
Mark Roberts
Holly Ubben

Cookie Walk
Thank you to Calvary congregation for your support to the CLWL Cookie Walk. Because of your
generous donations totaling $1,652 we will be
able to give more toward missions.

29th
30th

31th

Samantha Ubben
Wendy Cates
Collin Johnson
Randy Ohl
Kathryn Crawford
James Jones
Christian Kriech
Harper Zellmer
CJ Gross
Mark Musselman
Richard Rennolet
Mary Ruschmann
Micah Travis

(If your birthday is missing
or not correct, please call the Church
Office at 712-239-1575 and give us
the correct information. Thanks and
have a great birthday!)
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Finance Secretary’s Report
Income Received for November, 2020 $237,634.16
Envelopes ............................................... $21,023.00
Plate ................................................................. 654.34
YTD Envelope & Plate Total: $259,311.50
Other:
Sunday School Missions................................. 31.00
Building Fund ................................................. 244.00
Main Street Living ......................................... 100.00
Birthday Scholarship ...................................... 82.00
Flowers/Altar................................................... 30.00
Leeds Outreach .............................................. 50.00
Parish Hall User ................................................ 0.00
Adult Bible Class............................................... 3.00
Pastor’s Special Account ............................... 40.00
Thrivent ............................................................ 33.00
WNAC ........................................................... 172.00
Designated Funds Total ................ $785.00
Deposits:
Week 1 ..................................................... $7,247.87
Week 2 ........................................................4,349.87
Week 3 ........................................................4,328.08
Week 4 ........................................................8,084.90
Week 5 ........................................................5,727.00
Thrivent Choice.............................................. 33.00
Checking Interest ............................................. 7.36
Total ......................................... $29,778.08
2020Year-to-Date Total: .......... $335,265.81

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense
November, 2020—
Checking Account Balance, 11/01/20
$182,082.55
Plus Income
Less Expense
Plus Interest
Plus transf. from LCEF

$ 29,772.72
(29,300.07)
4.36
0.00
478.01
Checking Account Balance, 11/31/20
$182,560.56
LCEF Steward Account Balance 11/01/20
$233.66
Plus Transfers In
$0.00
Less Transfers Out
0.00
Plus Interest
0.05
0.05
LCEF Steward Account Balance 11/31/20$233.71
Dedicated Funds
Social Ministries
$
.00
Building Fund
43,543.97
Designated Memorials
10,872.84
Undesignated Memorials
0.00
Dedicated Accounts
24,417.65
Outside Purposes
376.81
National Youth Gathering
0.00
World Missions
0.00
Capital Improvement
0.00
Total All Ob Funds/Un-obligated Funds $79,211.27
Total Checking & Savings Funds

$103,583.00

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:

All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays. All
information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 10 am on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is pub-

:

lished monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108. Contact us Phone 712-239-1575; ; email — Pastor Travis:
Rev.Travis@hotmail.com Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds

Page 9

2021

Mercy Meals of Siouxland

LCMS 101
Do you want to learn more about the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod? So
you want to become a member of Calvary Lutheran
Church? Do you want to refresh your Confirmation lessons from long ago? The
class would meet Sunday
morning at 9:15 am.
Each class is about 1 hour
long and meets for 10 sessions. If interested
contact Pastor Travis @239-1575.

Our Members in the Military
Please pray for these members:
• Trisha Hansen Goethring
• Nick Hickman
(If your family has someone
• Joe Mansfield
in the Military, call us and we
• Jack Fergen
will add their names to the
•
•
•
•
•

Brandon Soule
list - 712-239-1575.)
Taylor Jones
Riley McFarland
Cole Barbee
Timothy Mingo, Jr.

Recent Shipments of Fortified Rice/
Soy Meals by Orphan Grain Train
November 13, 2020 – 7,128 Mercy Meals to
Haiti Many wonderful blessings are headed to
Haiti from the Norfolk warehouse donors and
volunteers. Premier Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Jacmel will share new shoes and
school supplies with students and receive
church furnishings, pews, and Bibles for a new
Lutheran church in Jacmel. 7,128 Mercy Meals,
clothing and other goods will be distributed to
orphans, elderly and to those in most need in
the mountains. Thanks be to God!
Mercy Meals of Siouxland relies on the generosity of donors to purchase materials and supplies to provide fortified rice/soy meals and the
Gospel to hungry and starving children in the
U.S. and worldwide. Your donation is used to
purchase materials and supplies to package
meals.
Thank you to all of our volunteers, supporters, prayer partners, and donors.
Book Club
Book Club will meet on
Thursday, January 21st at
11:30 for lunch and discussion of the book “The Prayer
Box” by Lisa Wingate. When
Iola Anne Poole, an old-timer
on Hatteras Island, passes
away in her bed at ninetyone, the struggling young
mother in her rental cottage, Tandi Jo Reese,
finds herself charged with the task of cleaning out
Iola’s rambling Victorian house. Bring a lunch and
join in the discussion.

Calvary’s Members at Home
At Brookdale:
Roger & Judy Rentel
At Casa de Paz:
Robert Lacy
At Westwood:
Barbara Kamradt
Dan Winge

At Orchard Garden,
Valley NE:
Eva Kemp
At Holy Spirit:
Cherri Reese

At Home:
Ron Junck
Bonnie Achord
Darius Smith
Beth Banks
Sue Weinmann

Iantha Scheiwe Newsletter

Culture noun 1 the behaviors and beliefs characteristic of a particular group of people, as a so-

cial, ethnic, professional, or age group (usually used in combination) 2 the sum total of ways of living
built up by a group of human beings and transmitted from one generation to another.
Mission of Christ Network team members are serving in God’s mission internationally, which also
means “cross-culturally”. When we enter a new community, especially one in a foreign country, we
experience excitement at the new smells, colors, tastes, language, and activities. There is so much
to discover and our curiosity can drive us in forming relationships and encountering new places. We
also experience uncertainty as we wonder if we have given an appropriate response to a question,
made the correct facial expression, or adequately demonstrated our appreciation of hospitality towards us. As we spend more time in a place we are invited to participate in festivals and rituals.
People call us ‘friend’. Now people begin to more closely observe how our actions reflect this person, Jesus, that we have spoken of and His love and grace. Now, too, is when we draw deeper from
the lessons received in cross-cultural ministry training that go beyond the surface level niceties
needed to avoid offense at a first meeting and into relationship for eternity.
The image below is from an excellent and free 8-week evening course I recently joined called
“Culture Meets Scripture”. The instructors would typically be leading
workshops all over the world, but now I’ve been able to enjoy their expertise from my desk at home. My initial interest was the training tools
being used so that I can ensure that Concordia Mission Institute is
keeping up with the innovations in online learning during the COVID
time. Happily, this course was immediately applicable in the ministry
context in Hong Kong. The image is of a yam plant overlaid with aspects of culture. This yam image is interesting in that it highlights that
the most visible aspects of culture are the actions that can be seen in
traditions and rituals and daily human interaction. Those actions, while
the most visible, are growing from a set of tubers in the culture which
are the values/pressures/hopes/needs/etc. planted in the soil of consequence and reason of the culture. And, those tubers have roots in
meaning through beliefs and assumptions.
Christians often react to the observable rituals of a culture in strong
and judgmental ways. In response, community members may adjust
their actions to avoid offending the Christian in their midst. However, this does not get to the tubers
below the surface, and certainly does not reach to the actual underlying meaning which feeds the
entire plant.
So, how do we Christians approach witness of God’s law and love in a way that connects with the
roots rather than the leaves? It is a deeply important question when a person has already come to
know that Jesus loves them and now is wondering how their faith influences their daily lives. As missionaries, we need to admit that our own tradition is influenced by culture. Before we start analyzing
and deconstructing the traditions of another culture, it is important to recognize the many actions we
take in our home communities which have no basis in God’s Word. That doesn’t mean these activities can not be practiced. And, the same holds true in other places. There are many visible actions
which are *different*, but are they wrong? Getting to the heart of this question requires us to approach the question in humility and spend time asking “why” to get all the way down to those beliefs
and assumptions in a given culture. Then, we sit with our friends in the culture and examine those
beliefs with scripture. We can ask "What are they?” (defined through actions, reasons, consequences related to the practice, beliefs tied to the practice). “What does scripture say about reasons, consequences and beliefs?” “What does scripture say about the associated rituals: can they be continued? modified? rejected?” “How can new Christians support each other in an environment where the
community continues in the traditional cultural ways, but new Christians have identified ways that
their faith requires them to make different choices?”
(continued on page 12)

Pastor Travis’s Message

Page 11

(continued from page 3)

(see Israel & China's testing facilities).
I believe the vaccine can be ethically taken, but in the back of ones mind, it bothers me that a baby may have died in 1972 and it could have been by abortion. This is why these companies could
do better by using alternative noncontroversial means in testing. But, consider this example, the
Apostle Paul rode in a ship that was dedicated to the god Aides in Acts 27. Would Paul build a boat
to an idol? No, it would be wrong. But now that it exists and he is forced to go to Rome, God uses
this evil dedicated boat to get him to Rome. Consider almost every vaccine including mumps and
rubella also may have been tested at one time in less than ethical ways unnecessarily. Thankfully,
most companies like Pfizer and Moderna do not use these cells in making their vaccines.
https://lozierinstitute.org/update-covid-19-vaccine-candidates-and-abortion-derived-cell-lines/
Fetal Line Fact Sheet: https://s27589.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/09.17.20-Fetal-Cell-Line
-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-faqs-fetal-cells-covid-19-vaccines-treatments/
Arguments for Avoiding Using Fetal Stem Cell Lines Unless they are definitely from Miscarriages:
https://www.pdcnet.org/C1257D43006C9AB1/file/5265B61D5497F52585257D94004802BB/$FILE/n
cbq_2006_0006_0003_0077_0099.pdf
Abortions Using Aborted Fetal Tissue
by Pastor Michael Salemink
Lutherans For Life’s board of directors from time to time issues position statements. Previous issues addressed include capital punishment, embryo adoption, in vitro fertilization, stem cell research, population control, and, of course, abortion and euthanasia. You can access these documents here: lutheransforlife.org/life-issues/position-statements.
The directors adopted another official position statement for the organization at their most recent
meeting. This one concerns the use of tissue from aborted babies in the development of some vaccines. It does not discourage vaccinations. It does not advocate against receiving a vaccine for the
novel coronavirus. It does not find vaccinating or mandating vaccines sinful. It does not insist that
Christians must claim religious exemptions to mandatory vaccinations. It does not determine whether vaccines or their excipients (non-medicinal ingredients) cause injury or illness. It does not conclude that vaccines contain remnants of deceased children.
It does oppose experimentation on the bodies of aborted babies. It does disagree with performing
elective abortions, even with the purpose of procuring research materials. It does contest utilizing
cell lines derived from elective abortions in either the recent or the distant past. It does infer that vaccines and their commercialization may be incentivizing elective abortion. It does raise awareness
about vaccine origins. It does share information about ethical alternative vaccine formulations. It
does support allowing religious or conscientious objections to required immunizations. It does leave
the decision about vaccinating to each individual Christian conscience (1 Corinthians 8). And it does
celebrate and respect every human life as a precious treasure created, redeemed, and called by
God Himself, even before birth.
In Christ,
Pastor James Travis
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This course sent me into some new conversations with members of our community in Hong Kong.
Now I am learning deeper things about actions in holiday rituals. For example, many people here
pray to a kind of spiritual gate-keeper before going to feed their ancestors during grave-sweeping
festival. In my corresponding scriptural study I learned that God, too, assigns angels as gate keepers (for example, Genesis 3, Numbers 22, Revelation 21). These angels are given assignments from
God for the purpose of our protection - a very different role and power than the gatekeepers being
prayed to at the Hong Kong temples. This changes my conversation with a person in this culture
from one of saying simply that there is no reason to believe in this gatekeeper to one that explores
the truth of God’s power and relationships with other spiritual beings. I plan to continue these conversations with people in the community and I look forward to being invited into the “underlying beliefs”-area of their daily living.

