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Red Le�er Challenge Being – 2022   

A Blessed New Year to You in Christ,   
      With the LORD’s help I want to 
start this New Year off right.  We have 
enlisted the help of Pastor Zach Zender.  
I took training with him in the Pastoral 
Leadership Institute and became aware 
of a new book that he wrote during the 
Pandemic two years ago called “Being.”  
We want to look at 5 keystone habits 
that Jesus practiced and as such put 
them into practice in our own lives in 
the New Year.    

     Why Red Letter?  Answer:  Jesus’ 
words in some Bibles are printed in Red! 
Do you know these words of Jesus?  If 
Jesus is really God as He says, would you 
not want to listen to the Creator of the 
Universe?  The Red Letter Challenge 
does not deny that every Word of the 
Bible is Jesus’ Word also, but for the 
sake of zeroing in on Jesus’ habits while 
on earth we will look at the Red Letters 

in particular!  You will have three differ-
ent ways to participate in 2022:   
1.  Come to Sunday or Wednesday 
Worship Services Jan. 16 – Feb. 27   

2.  Buy a Home Devotional Book:  
Zach’s book titled “Being” will help 
you read the “Red Letters” of Jesus 
and make deliberate changes in your 
life.  The Books $10 each. 

3. Join a Small Group Bible Study:  
Sunday Morning at 9:15 AM we will 
watch video’s by Zach Zender and a 

Special Bible Study written 
to help us grow in Jesus’ 
habits.  
 
     God’s blessings as you 
use these resources as you 
grow to look more like Je-
sus!   

 



Page 2 The Calvar y Cal l  

November: Our month of planes, trains......and auto-
mobile pick ups and drop offs! 
     Our travels have continued, and we are blessed by 
each and every one of you who has cared for and sup-
ported us in countless ways. While in Iowa and Illi-
nois, we were thankful for the hospitality of friends 
from our years at seminary in Fort Wayne.  
     We also praise God for the brothers and sisters at 
the following places who have invited, welcomed, 
prayed for, financially supported, housed, fed, driven, 
picked-up and encouraged us during the month of 
November: Trinity Lutheran Church- Boone, Mission 
Central- Mapleton, Emmanuel Lutheran Church- Au-
rora, Illinois, Concordia University Chicago- River 
Forest, Illinois, Calvary Lutheran Church- Baltimore, 
Maryland, Zion Lutheran Church- Bridgeville, Pennsyl-
vania 
MISSION CENTRAL 
     While in in western Iowa at Mission Central, we 
were blessed to spend the day with Gary Thies and 
several volunteers and visitors from as far away as 
Minnesota and Illinois. We are thankful for their en-
thusiasm for the Gospel and the amazing generosity of 
God's people who are involved with the work there.           
Millions of dollars for LCMS missionaries are raised by 
these faithful men and women every year, and we are 
grateful to be the recipients of many recent gifts. We 
are also thankful to have new relationships with part-
ners in mission all over the country. We extend our 
heartfelt thanks to Gary and the ladies in the office 
there, as well as to Wayne and Zola who hosted us 
and Ed who drove us early to the airport in Omaha. 
We are also thankful for the hospitality and care of 
our friends from seminary, Rev. Jess and Karlie 
Heimer serving the Lord in Boone, Iowa. Thank you, 
all! 
CHICAGO 
     In Chicagoland, Phil preached for All Saints' Day at 
Emmanuel Lutheran in Aurora, Illinois. Thank you to 
the saints there for the wonderful conversation about 
God's mission, your generous gifts, and your prayers. 
Rev. Jacob Stoltzman, a friend of ours and classmate 
of Phil's, is their new pastor and it was a blessing to 
spend the day with him there at his new congregation. 
     At Concordia University Chicago, Rachel's alma 

mater, Phil had the privilege of preaching in chapel on 
November 8th. Rachel spoke to a class of deaconess 
students about diaconal service in an international 
mission context, and enjoyed being back on campus 
and introducing Phil to several former professors, 
mentors, friends, and pastor. Thank you especially to 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Leininger, Deaconess Kristin Was-
silak, and Professor Erin Real for the warm welcome 
back and the opportunities to encourage future 
church workers! 
 BALTIMORE AND PENNSYLVANIA 
     Calvary Lutheran in Baltimore welcomed us with 
open arms, great questions, and enthusiastic engage-
ment when Phil preached and we presented there. 
Rev. Kevin and Leslie Barron serve there, and are 
family friends of the Jasephs from their years at 
churches near where we are currently living outside 
Annapolis.  
     After first meeting Rev. Dr. Edward Grimenstein 
over 8 years ago when he served with the LCMS Of-
fice of International Mission, the Lord caused our 
paths to cross again in Bridgeville, Pennsylvania, out-
side Pittsburgh. His congregation, Zion Lutheran, was 
one of the first to commit to long-term financial part-
nership with us and our work through the Together 
in Mission (TIM) program. It was wonderful to recon-
nect and to meet such a mission-hearted group. We 
look forward to many years walking with Zion as 
partners in our work in Uruguay! 
 

News from God's mission field in Uruguay from Pastor Philip  
and Deaconess Rachel Jaseph 
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     Dr. Reed Lessing wrote an intriguing devotion on 
having an exit strategy.  He told the story of Carl 
McCunn who went on an Alaskan adventure near the 
Coleen River, 70 miles from Ft. Yukon.  He forgot 
one crucial thing, he had no exit    strategy and ended 
up dying in late November 1981.  He had no plan of 
what to do if he did not make it to his destination.   
     I had a friend do the same thing in early 2000, he 
was dropped off by airplane in the middle of Alaskan 
wilderness with food RTE, matches, tent and a map 
to where he would meet the plane on its return.  I 
thought it was crazy, because if he fell or even miscal-
culated his daily travel he might miss the airplane and 
be stuck in the middle of no where, thank God he 
made it and described it as one of the most beautiful 
trips of his life.    
     The same is true with our lives today.  God has 
given us food, clothing, house, home, spouse, land, 
and animals and all that we have as confessed in the 
Apostles Creed (I believe in God the Father…maker 
of heaven and earth).  We are traveling on a journey 
with purpose to serve God and neighbor while we 
are here (Consider:  Philippians 3:20: “But our citi-
zenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ…” (ESV); 1 Peter 2:11 
“Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to ab-
stain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 
against your soul.” (ESV); Hebrews 13:14 “For here 
we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to 
come.” (ESV).  You might say we are not  wandering 
aimlessly, but we have future beyond this life!    
     But I fear, many have no exit strategy, they are 
here on earth purely to play sports, have a fun time, 
see family, but have no real purpose to live with God 
forever.  The US surgeon made this clear in a recent 
study, “High school students are reporting persistent 
feelings of sadness or hopelessness at a rate that's up 
40% from 2009*.”  As we have seen more and more 
youth wander away from church and now a pandem-
ic, much of the purpose in life is limited to personal 
temporary enjoyment.  When disease and death take 
that purpose away you can see why hopelessness can 

go up so dramatically.  
     I believe this is all the more reason for us to stress 
to the world our trust in Jesus and to rely every 
more unswervingly to the hope we have.  Hebrews 
10:19-23 says this well “Therefore, brothers and sis-
ters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Ho-
ly Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, and since we have a great priest over the house 
of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart 
and with the full assurance that faith brings, having 
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty con-
science and having our bodies washed with pure wa-
ter. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we pro-
fess, for he who promised is faithful.”  
 
In Christ, Pastor Travis   

Pastor Travis’ Message:  Exit Strategy 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:00am Worship 
w/HC 

10:15am Bible 
Class 

3 

Pastor Travis 
Family Day 

4 

7:00pm Deborah 

Circle 

5 

9:30 Lamplighters 

@ Hope Lutheran 

in SSC. 

9:30  Pheasant 
Acres 

1:00pm Masked 

Service w/HC 

5:30 pm WNAC 

7:00 pm Worship 

6 

10:00am Bible 
Class 

10:30 Northern 
Hills 

6:00pm Stew-
ardship 

7 

Pastor 
Freudenburg 
Family Day 

8 

9 

8:00 Worship  
9:15 Sunday 
School, Bible 
Class, LCMS 
101, Bells 

10:30 Worship 

10 

Pastor Travis 
Family Day 

11 

 

5:30pm Educa-
tion 

6:30pm Outreach 

7:00pm Trustees 

12 

9:30  Pheasant 
Acres 

5:30 pm WNAC 

7:00 pm Worship  

13 

10:00am Bible 
Class 

10:30 Northern 
Hills 

3:00pm Holy 
Spirit 
5:00pm Youth 
Board 

14 

Pastor 
Freudenburg 
Family Day 

15 

16 

8:00 Worship w/
HC 

9:15 Sunday 
School, Bible 
Class, LCMS 
101, Bells 

10:30 Worship 
w/HC 

“Being” Chal-
lenge Begins  

17 

Kapher Sympo-
sium in Carroll 

18 

6:15pm Worship 
& Music 

7:00pm Elders 

7:00pm Ruth Cir-
cle 

19 

9:30  Pheasant 
Acres 

1:00pm Masked 

Service w/HC 

5:30 pm WNAC 

7:00 pm Worship 
w/HC 

20 

10:00am Bible 
Class 

10:30 Northern 
Hills 

11:30am Book 
Club 

3:00pm Casa de 
Paz 

21 

Pastor 
Freudenburg 
Family Day 
Pastor Travis 
Family Day 

22 

8:00 & 10:30am 

Mercy Meals @ 

Faith 

23 

8:00 Worship  
9:15 Sunday 
School, Bible 
Class, LCMS 
101, Bells 

10:30 Worship 

24 

Pastor Travis 
Family Day 

25 

7:00pm Church 
Council 

26 

9:30  Pheasant 
Acres 

5:30 pm WNAC 

7:00 pm Worship  

27 

10:00am Bible 
Class 

10:30 Northern 
Hills 

6:30pm CLWL 

28 

Pastor 
Freudenburg 
Family Day 

29 

30 

8:00 Worship w/
HC 

9:15 Sunday 
School, Bible 
Class, LCMS 
101, Bells 

10:30 Worship 

31 

Pastor Travis 
Family Day 

J anuar y 2022 
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     We need poetry. You may or may not like poetry. 
Perhaps even the mention of it gives you some frus-
tration, as it does me. In high school and college, as 
we wrestled with poetry in English class, I quickly 
grew impatient. Why can’t the poet simply tell us ex-
actly what he or she means? Why do they have to 
confuse us with obscure language? Why can’t it be 
simpler, clearer, easier to understand? But under-
neath my frustration was a key realization, not only 
about poetry but about all of life. Life is not simple. 
Life is complex and often brings us to an understand-
ing of how little we know. Poetry helps us to deal 
with the complexity of life by dealing with the com-
plexity of a poem. 
     But poetry also helps us to recover our imagina-
tion. Very often, we tend to deal with the world in 
black and white categories: something is either true 
or false, a person can either be good or bad. While 
we know that God’s truth is absolute, how we apply 
that truth to our lives can often be challenging. It isn’t 
enough to simply know God loves us and all people, 
we also need to love all people ourselves. We need 
to hone our imaginations so that we can see the 
world as God sees it. This spiritual formation is an 
ongoing process in the Christian life. Poetry can help 
us to imagine the world as we should, to see it from 
God’s perspective.  
     This Epiphany season, consider the following po-
em, written by W.H. Auden:  
 
Star of the Nativity 
 
I am that star most dreaded by the wise, 
For they are drawn against their will to me. 
…I shall deprive them of their minor tasks. 
 
The First Wise Man 
…To discover how to be truthful now 
Is the reason I follow this star. 
 
The Second Wise Man 
…To discover how to be living now 
Is the reason I follow this star. 
 
The Third Wise Man 

…To discover how to be loving now 
Is the reason I follow this star.  
 
The Three Wise Men:  
…To discover how to be human now 
Is the reason we follow this star.  
      
     This poem is relatively straightforward. Three sup-
posedly ‘wise’ men who are not that wise desperately 
need to follow the Star of the Nativity in order to 
discover how to be truthful, to live well, to love, and 
to ultimately be human. But notice how the poem be-
gins: “I am that star most dreaded by the wise.” Why 
would this be the case? Shouldn’t the wise be drawn 
to the star? 
     The Star of the Nativity is the end of all merely 
human wisdom. Many do dread it, because it means 
the end of their own little kingdoms, their way of do-
ing things. And it means the end of our way of doings 
things. To learn to speak the truth, to live well, to 
love, and ultimately to be a human being – reflecting 
the image of the God who made us – follow the Star 
to the Christ child and learn from him how to live. 
We all have ‘minor tasks’ to which we may too much 
attention, of which God deprives us. Learn this Epiph-
any season, from the poem, to follow the star to 
Christ.  
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Freudenburg 
 

Pastor Freudenburg’s Message:  Imagining Epiphany 
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Elder of the Service 
Sunday, January 2 9am Brian Hickman 
Sunday, January 9 8am  Brad Cale 
  10:30am Brian Hickman 
Sunday, January 16 8am Dave Clausen 
  10:30am  James Williams 
Sunday, January 23 8am  Jim Anderson 
  10:30am  Brian Hickman 
Sunday, January 30 8am Jim Anderson 
 
Chancel Guild 
Sunday, January 2  Ramona Mehrer, Carol Casotti 

Wednesday, January 5       Julie Barto, Sandy Ohl 

Sunday, January 16   Sharon Junck, Lorraine Anderson 

Wednesday, January 19  Terri Guy 

Sunday, January 30    Sharilyn Steck, Rhonda Hageman 

Worship Assistants for January 2022 

Happy New Year!  

      What a wonderful time for hope and joy! De-
spite the hassles and challenges that life throws at us, 
we can look forward to a new year knowing that 
God has promised to always be with us. There are 
times when we feel alone, when we feel discouraged, 
and times when we don’t know where God could be 
because we do not see His intervention in our lives. 
We must remember He has promised to never leave 
us. We dwell on that promise to take us through dif-
ficult times and eventually bring hope and joy back 
into our lives.  
     God informs us in Psalm 119:105, “His Word is a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path.” This re-
minds me that even though He may not shine His 
light far ahead to show me my complete future, He 
will shine a light on my path and help me one step at 
a time. We continue on, watching the lighted path 
before us, trusting that God is watching and knows 
the path ahead. He knows our futures. That brings 
me comfort and joy knowing that what I do not 
know and cannot see, my God does. Each day as you 
wake up, ask God to light the path He has for you 
that day and enjoy the journey!  

 

Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director 515-370-1159 el-

lie@iowadistrictwest.org  
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“Where are your eyes today? … Gaze at the baby 
Jesus in the manger—born into humanity for you. 
Watch as Jesus teaches, heals, comforts, and calls 
lost people to Himself. Fix your eyes on Him as He 
hangs on that cross for you. And look joyfully at 
Him as He meets you after the resurrection—loving 
you, forgiving you, and sending you out into His 
world to share His love with others … Let’s fix our 
eyes on Jesus!” Dr. Kari Vo, Lutheran Hour Ministries – 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransfor-

life.org  

 

  

 Commemorate a special occasion or remem-
ber a loved one by providing altar flowers for the 
worship services through November of 2020, during 
December we decorate with Poinsettias.   Sign your 
name to the poster in the Friendship Room or call 
the church office at 712-239-1575 for 2020, and we 
will order a bouquet from A Step in Thyme Flower 
Shop for a cost of $45.40.  Thank you for adding to 
our services with flowers. 

Altar Flowers Lutherans for Life 

If your birthday is missing or not correct, please call the Church Of-

fice at 712-239-1575 and give us the correct information. Thanks 

and have a great birthday!) 
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Income Received for November, 2021  $26,533.52 
 Envelopes ............................................................ $25,568.21  
 Plate ...............................................................................497.00 
 Special Service Donations ........................................462.00 
 Dhecking Account Interest ......................................... 6.31 
 YTD Envelope & Plate Total: ......... $252,493.94 
 Other: 
 Birthday Scholarship ...................................................... 0.00 
 Building Fund ...............................................................125.00 
 Donations to POBLO Intl ........................................222.00 
 Flowers/Poinsettias ........................................................ 6.00 
 Main Street Living ........................................................ 50.00 
 National Youth Gathering ......................................... 50.00 
 Parish Hall ...................................................................... 50.00 
 Pastor’s Special Account ..........................................225.00 
 Stewardship Donut Stop ............................................ 37.00
 Sunday School Missions .............................................. 34.00 
 Thrivent .......................................................................... 24.00 
 WNAC .........................................................................565.00 
 Subtotal Designated Funds ................... 1,388.00 

 Total ................................................... $ 27,921.52 

Deposits: 
 Week 1 ................................................................ $11.431.82 
 Week 2 ..................................................................... 5,943.12 
 Week 3 ...................................................................... 3968.15 
 Week 4 ..................................................................... 6,548.12 
 Week 5 ..................................................................................... 
 Thrivent Choice ........................................................... 24.00 
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 4.31 

 Total  ................................................... $27,921.52  
 
2021Year-to-Date Total: ................ $248,775.02  

Finance Secretary’s Report 

November, 2021—    

Checking Account  Balance, 11/01/21  $147,332.93  

      
Plus Income $ 27,915.21 
Less Expense (27,728.02) 
Plus Interest  6.31 
Plus transf. from LCEF 0.00           

 643.50 

Checking Account  Balance, 11/30/21  $147,976.43 
 
LCEF Steward Account Balance  11/01/21 $238.09 
Plus Transfers In                                $0.00 
Less Transfers Out (23.95) 
Plus Interest   0.18                
 0.18 

LCEF Steward Account Balance 11/31/21 $214.16 

Dedicated Funds 

Social Ministries $        .00 
Building Fund 9,728.40 
Designated Memorials  13,707.84 
Undesignated Memorials 0.00 
Dedicated Accounts 22,726.52 
Outside Purposes 476.81 
National Youth Gathering 0.00 
World Missions 0.00 
Capital Improvement 0.00 
Total All Obligated Funds/Un-obligated Funds   $46,639.57  
  
 
Total Checking & Savings Funds  $148,190.59 

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense 

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays.  All 

information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 10 am on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is pub-

lished monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108.  Contact us: Phone 712-239-1575; ; email — Pastor Travis: 

Rev.Travis@hotmail.com;  Pastor Freudenburg: Rev.Freudenburg@ gmail.com;  Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- 
http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 

Do you want to learn more about the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod? Do you want to become a 
member of Calvary Lutheran Church? Do you want to refresh your Confirmation lessons from long 
ago?  

Each class is about 1 hour long and meets for 10 sessions. If interested contact Pastor Freuden-
burg @239-1575. 

LCMS 101 



 

 

Page 9 

202 2 

At Brookdale:  
 Roger & Judy R 
 
At Casa de Paz:  
 Robert L 
 
At Westwood:  
 Barbara K 
 Tom W 
 
At Touchstone:  
 Bonnie O 
 

At Orchard Garden,  
Valley NE:  
 Eva K 
 
At Whispering Creek: 
  Bel A 
 
At Regency Square: 
  Charlie K 
 
At Countryside:  
 Beth B 
 

At Home:  
 Darius S 
 Sue W 
 Mary Lou B 
 Maryrose M 
 Bev W 

Please pray for these mem-
bers: 
• Trisha Hansen Goethring 
• Nick Hickman 
• Jack Fergen 
• Taylor Jones 
• Riley McFarland 
• Cole Barbee 
• Timothy Mingo, 

Jr.  
• Colbie Larson 
• Collen Larson 

Calvary Book Club will meet on Thursday, January 
20th at 11:30 for lunch and discussion of the 2nd 
book of the Restoration series by Terri Blackstock 
“Night Light.”  
New York Times bestselling suspense author Terri 
Blackstock weaves a masterful what-if novel in 
which global catastrophe 
reveals the darkness in hu-
man hearts—and lights the 
way to restoration for a self
-centered world.  

  

  

Our Members in the Military 

Book Club 

(If your family has someone 

in the Military, call us and we 

will add their names to the 

list - 712-239-1575.) 

Calvary Members at Home 

Lutheran Humor 

Our Church Family 

Married  

Katherine (Clayton) & Logan Buth 



Awe noun:  an overwhelming feeling of reverence, admi-
ration, fear, etc., produced by that which is grand, sublime, 
extremely powerful, or the like:  
     Moments such as this one in the picture, on the 
22nd of December, definitely cause me awe. Riding 
the Hong Kong trams, affectionately called “ding ding” 
here, during the holiday break, is one of Talia’s favor-
ite things to do. They can be slower than other forms 
of transport (subway, bus), but are extremely satisfy-
ing for viewing the sights of bustling Hong Kong. They 

also grant mo-
ments, such as 
the one above, 
when it is amaz-
ing to think that 
we will pass 
through those 
oncoming vehi-

cles to take the fork to the right.  
     The past few months have blessed me with many 
moments of awe at God’s work in the world. This 
month we’ve had six baptisms in our community. 
Praise God! It is incredible to see the fruit of God’s 
work to seek His people over many years. We’ve al-
so returned to some pre-COVID traditions. The 
Scheiwe family hosted our annual open house with a 
table-full of cookies and treats, and a house full of 
warm conversation and fellowship. We also hosted 
the fellowship-prayer share-care group from our con-
gregation. Most of its members are working as do-
mestic helpers in Hong Kong and it is special joy for 
our family to make treats for them and host them to 
sing Christmas hymns and speak the Gospel to each 
other. We also had our annual Christmas Cantata, 
which had to be done online last year. Taran was a 
humorous Joseph, fainting at 
the news of Mary’s pregnan-
cy. Talia was a shepherd, 
speaking a fun improv sum-
mary of Luke’s Christmas 

narrative from the perspective of a shepherd. All of 
these gifted me with moments of awe.  
     The choir I sing with released a new recording of 
a Christmas song in a Canto-pop style. One of my 
choir members had a birthday and I saw cakes in 
shapes and styles I never would have thought possi-
ble. Taran started baseball this year and his team had 
an afternoon of playing ball with a group of baseball 
fans who are in wheelchairs. These were moments of 
fun and awe. God’s creation, including people, is crea-
tive and beautiful and generous. Awesome. I also saw 
the scene on the right in front of a neighbor’s door. 
The sitting Buddha is there year round and the 
Christmas angel appeared this month as its compan-
ion. This, too, created in me a sense of awe. How do 
the ways of the world continue to draw people to 
spiritual combinations which do not honor the truth 
of Jesus and the trinitarian God as the only way? “In 
spite of this, they still sinned; despite his wonders, 
they did not believe.” Psalm 78:32. May you revel in 
the awe of God’s wonders this coming year, and con-
tinue to pray for those in your midst whose eyes and 
hearts do not yet believe.  

Chapels, Encouragement, Calling  
     Thanks for your prayers for me for “What’s 
Next” from my last newsletter. The first week of Jan-
uary I’ll be leading chapels for both a secondary 
school and primary school. I’ve also started a study 
using the book, “The Calling: Living a Life of Signifi-
cance”, published by CPH. It includes some helpful 
distinctions between our life of work as a calling and 
not as a means to salvation. I’m looking forward to 
the conversations and God’s work of discernment in 
the lives of those participating in the study.  
     Finally, I’ve been asked to be present on the cam-
pus of a local secondary school one day a week to 
encourage the faculty of the school and to be availa-
ble for spiritual conversations, as the Spirit leads. I’m 
very grateful for the opportunity to be present on the 
campus and am praying for God to fill me with His 
word in sharing the Gospel in relationship with those 
I meet in that school.  

News from Hong Kong, December 2021 by Iantha Schiewe 



Dear Friends of Mercy Meals of Siouxland, 
We wish you each a blessed new year 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  
     All volunteers need to be feeling well when they 
come to package Mercy Meals and are screened upon 
arrival.  Any persons with any symptoms of COVID, 
flu, common cold or other questionable illnesses, will 
not be able to package meals. We ask that you help 
us keep other volunteers healthy by not packaging 
with us when you are not feeling well and/or have 
symptoms.  This also follows the Health Department 
Guidelines for food safety.   
 
Happenings in 2021 
     We started the year with 9,858 Mercy Meals in 
storage. 
We hosted 20 packaging events. 
We packaged 169,332 Mercy Meals.  
We delivered 149,904 Mercy Meals to Orphan Grain 
Train. 
We have 29,316 Mercy Meals in storage at Faith Lu-
theran Church 
 
December 2021 Packaging Events: 
     Saturday December 11, 2021, forty-three volun-
teers packaged 13,116 Mercy Meals for hungry and 
starving children at Faith Lutheran Church.  Thirty-
one members of the Briar Cliff University women’s 
softball team, along with 6 Mercy meals packaging su-
pervisors and 6 community volunteers braved the 
snow to package meals. This was our last event of 
2021.  
     To view photos of packaging events, visit our 
new Mercy Meals of Siouxland Facebook ac-
count which you can reach by opening the Hy-
perlink: https://www.facebook.com/Mercy-Meals-of-
Siouxland-109980011131680 
 
Upcoming January 2022 Packaging Events: 
Events are held at Faith Lutheran Church, 
Sioux City. 
     Thursday January 13, 2022 – Special Event for Bri-
ar Cliff University @ 1:00 P.M. 
Saturday January 22, 2022 – Events @ 8:30 A.M. & 
10:30 AM – St. John Lutheran Church, Charter Oak 
& Immanuel Lutheran Church, Schleswig - the 10:30 
event is full. Please let us know if you would like to 
attend the 8:30 AM event. 

 
Packaging Mercy Meals Going Forward: 
     Children and youth age 11 and up may package 
alone, & ages 8 -11 may package accompanied by a 
supervising adult.  Please do not bring children under 
age 8 to the church during packaging events. Sealing 
of bags must be done by an adult.  All events are held 
at Faith Lutheran Church, Sioux City, Iowa.  
We can take a few walk-in volunteers, but would ap-
preciate a heads up if you plan to attend an event.  
We are scheduling special events for groups of volun-
teers that cannot get into our regular events.  If you 
would like to schedule a special event, please let us 
know at 712-258-0808 
or mercymealsofsiouxland@gmail.com. 
 
Tentative Packaging Dates for 2022: 
All Events are held at Faith Lutheran Church, 
Sioux City, Iowa 
     Thursday January 13, 2022 – Special Event for Bri-
ar Cliff University @ 1:00 P.M. 
Saturday January 22, 2022 – Events @ 8:30 A.M. & 
10:30 AM – St. John Lutheran Church, Charter Oak 
& Immanuel Lutheran Church, Schleswig - the 10:30 
event is full. 
Saturday February 26, 2022 – Events @ 8:30 A.M. & 
10:30 AM  
 
Recent Shipments of Fortified Rice/Soy Meals 
by Orphan Grain Train (OGT), copied from 
OGT’s Facebook page: 
     12/17/21 – Mercy Meals to Lincoln, Nebraska 
Last month, OGT’s Lincoln Collection Center in Ne-
braska delivered clothes, Mercy Meals, hygiene sup-
plies, quilts and books to various community organi-
zations that help children and families in need. Thank 
you for helping our neighbors in Nebraska. 
     12/22/21 – 114,048 Mercy Meals delivered 
in Malawi.  
     Bishop Harvey Chabinga with Christ Mandate for 
Missions Church was so grateful to receive 114,048 
Mercy Meals, quilts, English Bibles, clothing, layette 
kits, PETs (all terrain wheelchairs), bicycles, solar ov-
ens, stuffed toys, school furnishings and sewing ma-
chines from Norfolk warehouse. What wonderful 
blessings for so many in need. 
  

Mercy Meals Events and News   Larry Joines   



Calvary Lutheran Church 

4400 Central St. 

Sioux City, IA  51108  

Electronic Service Requested 

Bringing Faith, Hope, & Strength to All Christ’s People 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage Paid 
Permit No. 886 
Sioux City IA 

Like us on Facebook-http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 

When was the last time you looked at our library? Our 
library has many wonderful resources to help you grow in 
your life of faith. Please take some time to check out our 
library room and then to check out some books to read! 
Reading is a great way to grow intellectually and also in 
our life of faith. However, we often don’t make the time 
to read that we ought to make. Our screens and technol-
ogy tend to distract us far too often. Are you concerned 
about the impact of technology on our lives? Are you in-
terested in learning more about the spiritual implications 
of technology?  
     The Education Board will be sponsoring a book of the 
month, and this month we have two books, both related 
to the Christian use of technology. Here are the descrip-
tions of those books:  
    Digitized, by Bernard Bull, description from the CPH 
website: “There is more to technology than just learning 
how to use it. Technology influences every part of socie-
ty—it shapes the way we think, speak, and act. In our in-
creasingly technology-centered world, we must realize the 
impact of technology and make deliberate, intentional 
choices about how we use it. As Christians, we will always 

face challenges and opportunities in this digital age. At the 
intersection of faith and life, we must seek a biblical per-
spective about technology—for today and for tomorrow.” 
     Redeeming Technology, by A. Trevor Sutton and Brian 
Smith, description from the CPH website: “4,105 hours. 
That's how much time Americans spend consuming media 
each year. That equates to about 11 hours per day spent 
on social media, in front of a screen, or texting your 
friends and family. Have you considered how all of this 
media time is affecting both your physical and spiritual well
-being? 
Pastor-psychiatrist duo Rev. A. Trevor Sutton and Dr. 
Brian Smith have teamed up to help you evaluate your 
technology use through a Christian perspective. Find a 
healthy balance with technology in today's modern age 
while still being focused on Christ.  
     Each chapter includes a "Do This, Not That" advice 
column to help you make better decisions when it comes 
to your media and technology consumption. Additionally, 
there are discussion questions to get you thinking about 
your media use and to help you center yourself back on 
Christ.” 

New Books in the Library        Pastor Freudenburg 


